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TO THE 



X I N e. 



These iiKjufries cddcewririg rSxt d^oitttftic 
and furai efctoriiomy of die Hindoos, weite 
oiigitially txiade as tte means of bbtainiiig^ 
betl^r ij&fotmation regarding the, condition 
of a tiUiaaewuis people, lining in a ftate of 
fdcicty aAd liianiMrs to me almoft entirely 
new: They were communicated to the 
pnbHc, with a view of reiideftllg the in- 
habitaatir (rf thefe rcimott parti of your Ma- 

jefty'a 



IV 

jefty*s dominions, better known to youi* 
fubjedls in Europe j and they* are now 
humbly oflFered to your Majefty as a tribute 
of gratitude foi^ thatfeculity and proteftion 
which their author enjoyed, in common 
with many millions oiF your fubjedh in the 
midft of Afia. 

WnAf refle<5lions may ari{e in your Ma>^ 
jefty's breaft, on viewing the domeftic cir- 
cu^ftanccs,^ and aftual condition of^fo large ^ 
apportion of the human, ra^re, I preiume not . 
to cOrgje^Slyre j hut your f^bje6ls can hardly , 
contemplate without reference and grati- 
tude, thatdifpenfation.of Proyidei>ce which , 
has committed to your Majefty's protection 
a^jd care, ra more numerous people^ and 
mor^ extenfiye territories, than everr fell un- 
der the dominion of any. European Mo- 

narch ; 



harch j becaufe it has enabled your Councils 
togovern them, with greater wifdom and mo- 
deration. During your long, eventful, and 
prolperous reign, the anarchy confequent 
on the downfal of the Mogul Empire, has 
been fucceeded ' by order : Hie cruel fpolia- 
tions of contending chieftains have been 
fufpended; arts have been encouraged; fe- 
veral new rmanufacflures have been intro- 
duced, and many more hare been- extended : 
And while the bleiUngs of fecurity and 
peace have been conferred upon a numerous 
people, better means have been fupplied 
thedi of acquiring the knowledge of truth, 
and the pradlice. of virtue : The time has 
arrived, when Afia, which gave the firft lef^ 
fons of civilization to mankind, is deftined 
to receive them back with interell into her 
bofom ; and when India, the peculiar re- 
region 



gibn of deipotifm, muft experience the ble:^ 
fings of a mild and rational gorerhment* 

r 

I am, 
May it pleafe your Majeftyj 
Ydur Majefty*8 
Obedient Subje(^, and 
Faithful Servant, 

WILLIAM TENNANT. 



PREFACE 



Of ^ in£^mal20B contaii^ in thefe volumes^ by 
^inr the greater part is the refult of perfonal obferva- 
tion, wd of inquuies nmde upon the fpot^ during a 
relidence of feveral years in different parts of India. 
The progrefs of the army to which I wa^ attached, 
prelented to my examination, during that' period^ a 
large extent of country, in a line of march of more 
than three thouiand miles. The duties of my pro* 
feifion obliged me, befides, to undertake many jour- 
niea in different directions, where die army did not 
penetrate ; and curiofity often prompted me to make 
Shorter excurfions whereyer information plight be 
procured. 

Ths 
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The different OfEcers, under whom I fucceffively 
ferved, far from embarrafGng, by their official au* 
thority, encouraged thefe purfuits; and to Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir James Craig, Major-Generals 
Alexander Mackenzie, and Hay Macdowall, I am 
obliged for feveral ufeful topics of difcufSon, as well 
as for the mod polite indulgence in the difpofal 
of my time, on every occafion, confident with the 
duties of my ftation ia the army. 

Another fource of information was frequently 
afforded me by the converfation and writings of fe- 
veral * intelligent natives of India, both Muffulmans 
and Hindoos : Whatever was found difficult or ob- 
fcure, thefe men were referred to for elucidation, 
as the beft qualified to decide on their own man- 
ners and inftitutions. Gholam Hoffein Khan, Abu 
Taleb Khan, and Rafft Jeet Sing, as often as they 
were confulted on doubtful points, fupplied more 
correft iniormation ; they are men of noble birth 
and confiderable rank, but fl:ill more diftingtiifhed 
among their countrymen, by their ektenfive know* 
ledge arid refpeftability of character. 

Mv 



IX 



My ftation in the army afforded me frequent op- 
gortuQity of oral converfation with the moft intel- 
ligent of the Honourable Company's civil and mi- 
litary fervante I and to their unaffefted hofpitality, 
and liberal communications, I owe many obligations. 
With equal pleafure and advantage I have confulted 
the writings of many of thofe Gentlemen, who from 
their profeflional labours, and long refidence in the 
country, have become beft acquainted with its af- 
fairs. The works of Sir W. Jones, Dr. Roxburgh, 
Dr. Hunter, Dr. Fontana, and Captain Hardvidck, 
are not mentioned in literary circles without refpefl: 
-aftd, approbation ; and of fome of them the reputa- 
tion is fo high as leaves no room for panegyric. 

I AM not without hope, therefore, that even in 
this eventful and dan^rous period, when literary 
purfuits are in a great meafure laid afide, that by 
fome perfons wearied with the buftle of politics, and 
the noife of war, thefe Recreations ma)^be reforted 
to for the amufement of a leifure hour, and that by 
others whofe views, or thofe of their friends, are 
turned to India, they may be perufed from higher 
b , motives, 



motives. Whatever may be their fate, they are now 
committed to the public ; and as no writer can be 
indifferent to what has long been the objed of his 
labour and care, I wait its decifion with fome foli- 
citude, and will bow to its fentence with perfe£t 
fubmifiibn. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Calcutta^ Sept. 1796* 

The penmfula of Hindoftan, containing all the prin- 
cipal fettlements which haves been formed by the 
European nations on the continent of Afia, is in ex- 
tent neatly equal to Europe. In geographical lan- 
guage, this name is applied only to that trad, which 
is bounded on the weft and eaft by the Indus and 
the Barrampooter ; on the north by the mountains 
of Thibet and Tartary j and on the fouth by the 
river Nirbudda, and the lower boundaries of Bengal 
and Bahar. The extremity of the peninfula, which 
contained nearly one half of the Mogul empire, 
among the Indian geographers, received the appellar 
tion of Beccarty or South *. In the ancient language 

A of 

* Vid. Major RcnncFs Mem. p. 191 Introd. 



2 INDIAN RECREATIONS, 

• of Hii^doftan, this name is not found ; the country 
is in the Sanfcreet ftyled Bharata. The name of 
India was adopted by the Greeks, from the Perfians, 
and is of comparatively modern application *. In a 

^period long before the moft ancient European re- 
cords, this part of Afia had attained to fome degree 
of civilization, and had made confiderable progrefs 
in the arts of life; Since the earlieft commencements 
of Authentic hiftory in Europe,- its manufadlures, 
fcience, and religion, have attracted the attention of 
every ftate in that quarter of the world. 

Our admiration of what is ancient, has, hpwever, 
been exceffive ; and prompted hiftorians for up- 
wards of twenty centuries to exaggerate their ac- 
counts of oriental attainments beyond the truth. The 
improvement of the Hindoos has, unqueftionably, 
been much earlier than that of any nation in Eu- 
rope ; but it is equally certain that their attainments 
^ in almoft all the arts are lefs confiderable : They are 
now nearly in the fame ftate as they were two 
thoufand years agof , when they were far furpaffed in 
many particulars both by the Greeks and Romans. 

They, as well as the Chinefe, have brought the 
more ufeful arts to a degree of perfeftion requifite 
for the common purpofes of life j but the efforts ei- 
ther 



♦ Vid. Tranflat. of the He6lopades, by Mr Wilkins, p. 332. 
f Dr Robcitfon's Diiquif. AppeodixT 
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ther of curiofify, or of their genius, have never car- 
ried th^m beyond this point. The mediocrity of 
their fldll iii the arts neceflary for defence, has been 
always confpicuous ; fox they have been fucceffively 
conquered by the Perfians, the Patans, the Moguls, 
and modem nations of Europe. That very people 
whom European difcipline has fince rendered fo for- 
midable, had uniformly been accuftomed toyield up 
their rich country an eafy prey to every invader ; 
and had, perhaps, feldom a dynafty of princes from 
their own countrymen. 

Herodotus is the earlieft European hiftorian who 
makes mention of this country ; his work wa^ com- 
pofed 440 years before our aera. Even then, it had 
begun- to experience the calamities of invafion ; for 
it was partly conquered by Darius JHyftafpes *. Alex- 
ander's expedition to the banks of the Indus, firft 
communicated to Europeans authentic information 
concerning that part of India which has fince obtain- 
ed the name of the Panjab, or Five Rivers, the 
fources of the Indus, down which part of the Gre- 
cian troops were conduced by Nearchus. Megaf- 
thenes, the-amb^ador of Seleucus, during his long 
re,fidence at Palibothra, tranfmitted farther informa- 
tion ; of which Strabo, Pliny, and Arrian have 
availed themfelves in the accounts they, have given 
of India. Its commerce, which at firft centered in 

Tyre 

* Herodot. lib. iv. 
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Tyr^*, was afterwards transferred to Alexandria; 
when it was ^ondudted by the Greeks, Romans, 
and Venetians, till the difcovery of a paffage to In- 
dia by the Cape of Good Hope. 

During all this period, containing two thoufand 
years, the Hindoo manners and cuftoms have ex- 
perienced very little change. Their knowledge, 
their manufactures, and arts ; even their drefs,. and 
modes of living, are defcribed as being exactly in 
the fame ftate they are at prefent. The following 
particulars, noticed by Arrian, will prefent to the 
mind of every perfori who has vifited India, a pifture 
of t^eir prefent cuftoms and manners by no means 
inaccurate. ", Their bodies are flender in form ; 
their diet principally vegetables ; they are divided 
into cafts, and fubordinate clafles ; and the fame 
trade is perpetuated in a family, from generation to 
generation. Marriages are permitted at feven years ' 
of age ; but prohibited between different clafles f • 
The men wear ear-rings ; party-coloured flioes, and 
frequently veils, which cover the head and Ihoulders. 
The lower orders have their faces daubed with co- 

lours, 

* Hiram, its King, was contemporary with Solomon \ and 
the facrcd writers frequently mention the wealth of that city. 
Vid. Ezekiel's Proph. 

f Not confummated till the age of puberty j and in the 
inftitutes of Menu, intermarriages of the dilFerent claffes are 
yef:ognizcd as valid,, bu;t fligraatlzed as contra bonos mores. 
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lours, while the higher ranks have umbrellas carried . 
over them. Two-handed fwords are carried about ; 
with bows, whofe firings are drawn by the foot*" 
Their ingenuity in catching elephants, and their me- 
thod of manufafturing cotton, are all noticed iti 
terms not inapplicable to their prefent ftate *. 

. This fingular (lability difplayed in the manners of 
Indians, mufl be imputed to their religion. The 
Braminical rites and inftitutions enter into every part * 
of their manners, and guide almoft every aftion of 
their lives. Whatever thefe injoin, is therefore un- 
alterable; for it is by them regarded not merely 
with that veneration which men pay to ancient 
cuftoms, but a^ the injunSions of Heaven which it 
were impiety to violate. Hence the manners of the 
Hindoos have remained unafFefled by thofe inva- 
fions and infurredions which have fo often changed 
the condition of fociety in other countries. They 
have refifted equally the enthufiafm and cruelty of 
the Mahomedan, and the feebler eftbrts of European 
miffionaries, for their converfion. 

Though this be the ftate in which the Hindoos 
were found by the firft Europeans who vifited their 
country, there is no reafon to conclude, that prior to 
that period, they were not in a ftate comparatively 
rude ; and that they gradually emerged from that 

: primeval 

* Vid. Hift. Anian. paflitn. . 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 



primeval barbarity in which nature has decreed to 
envelope the origin of nations. Hiftory affords di- 
rect teftimony of this fa£t. Thofe writers already 
mentioned, notice that they were ruled by indepen- 
dent princes, whofe territories, by the fmal|nefs of 
their extent, feemed to announce the limited^ progrefs 
they had made in focial union, and their humble at- 
tainments in the art of government. Their caves in 
Elephanta and Salfette, are (landing monuments of 
* the original gloomy ftate of their fuperftitioUj^ and 
the imperfeftion of their arts, particularly that of 
architefture, which is, perhaps, the moft intricate 
and laborious of any. 

The Hindoo -attainments in the arts, however^ 
fuch as they are, have uniformly fupplied the ma- 
terials of a trade to the weftern world, which has en- 
riched every nation engaged in it. There a paflion 
for Indium manufaflures has aftuated the higher 
ranks of fociety in every age ; and has cotaferr^d a 
dqgree of importance upon thofe nations who have 
imported them, which they could not otherwife 
' have attained. 

The territories obtained by the Britifh in this .part 
of the world, though later in their acquifitioh j iii 
extent and importance fir furpafs what has ever 
fallen to the lot of any other nation. With a cir- 
cumfcribed territory at hame, they have reached a 
very high degree of eminence among the nations of 
Europe, while their dominion in* Hmdoftan, and 

their 
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their commercial intercourfe with the reft of Afia, 
confers upon them a greater influence on the happi^ 
nefs of mankind, than the moft extenfive empire of 
China can boaft. Time alone can difcover whether 
their connexion with the Hindoos fliall be mofef 
effeftual in meliorating their condition, than that of 
the various nations who have reduced them under 
their fubjedion. 

If this effed fhall follow, fo deeply interefting to 
a large portion of our fellow creatures, it muft be 
the refult of an enlarged kjiowledge of their interefts 
as connefted with our own. The immenfe refources" 
of England, which, in all our wars, have aftonifhed 
the nations of Europe, are created and fupplied by 
our commerce ; and of this, the trade of India is 
the moft confiderable branch. The fate of the one 
country is involved in that of the other : with her 
poffeflions in Afia Great Britain muft: ftand or fall. 

The inveftigations of the Agricultural Board have 
already produced a mafs of ufeful information, pof- 
feffed by no other nation in Europe, The views or 
claims of intereft and of advantage, are equally ftrong 
for a fimilar ftatiftical account of India : ftiould that 
meafure be carried into eSe&, with equal abiKty, an 
obligation of the higheft importance Would be con- 
ferred by that inftitution :upon their country. • 

A SET of printed queries fent to every commer- 
cial refident, factor, or other officer in each diftria, 

would. 
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would, in the courfe of a few years, determine now 
fully fuch a meafure was prafticable. Diligent en- 
quiry, would foon afcertain the moft important arti- 
ticles of inveftigation : fuch as the number of the 
inhabitants ; the particular manufadures, or labour, 
in which the people are employed in each diftrift ; 
the rate of their Wages, and the expence of their 
living ; the different branches of hufbandry, fuch as 
the tenure by wliich the farmers hold their poffef- 
fions ; the rent, and different kinds of produce, with 
their value in the market. 

Were all thefe particulars fully known, a thou- 
fand means of at once improving the revenue and 
the condition of the people, would occur, which at 
prefent are either concealed, or left to vague conjec- 
ture. Pliny made the Romans acquainted, in fome 
degree, with the ftate of India, while they had no 
pofTefTions there, and when that people could not af- 
feft the condition of the natives. The trade carried 
on with it feemed to him fo immenfe, as to intereft 
every member of the flate j yet the commerce of 
the Romans with India did not exceed fifty xnillions 
of fefterces * annually, or about one tenth part of 
that of Britain, exc^ufive of .her immenfe .territorial 
revenues f . The very diflance of our polfeflions a- 
lone feems to require that fome means fhould be a-. 

dopted 

, * The grofs revenue of Bengal and the upper provinces is 
Aated at (ix millions, andibur roillions more m»y be regarded 
as the amount of the other provinces. 
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dppted of laying local knowledge before its legifla- 
tors, and the executive government. No part of 
the Roman empire, large as it was, exceeded the 
diftance of two thoufand^ miles from the capital ^ ; 
a. knowledge of its provinces could more eafily be 
acquired and diffeminated among the people, than in 
a (late, the greater part of whofe dominions lie fifteen 
thoufand mHes in a direft route from the f(^at of Go- 
vernment. If the following Iketches fliall in any 
manner prove introdudory to fuch a work, by 
demonftrating the prafticability of the undei taking, 
the labpur bellowed in compiling them, will be 
amply rewarded ; and their author will have the fa- 
tjsfaflion of having neither lived nor written in vain. 

He is fully fenfible of the many imperfeftions 
with which his lucubrations muft abound. The 

-fubjefb is too extenfive to be thoroughly inveftigated 
by one perfoo : neither hia health nor his time per- 
ppitted hi«Q to pay it all that attention which it juftly 
9)erUs. AH, therefore, pretended by the following 
:^ri^ure$, is a feort view of the different fubyefts, 

'wbich he holds out to be ferther difcufled, and 
finifeed by otker hands. He has the comfort to re- 
fle£l, tfeat no part is wilfully miftated, nor any man's 
chara^er wantonly attacked ; and he witt cheerftilly 
^i^xhc& u;untended errors. 

B THE 

* Vide Renners Memoirs* 



THE MAHOMEPAN CONQUESTS IN 1NDIA< 



Ganges, near Benares ^ Sept. 1797. 



Amidst all that boaft of Afiatic fcience and litera-^ 
ture ; and thofe lofty claims in favour of Braminical 
knowledge that hav^ lately htcn advanced, there are 
perhaps no nations more ignorant of their own ori- 
gin and hiftory than the Hindoos and Chinefe. Al- 
though yre have had accefs to the Sanfcreet records 
at Benares, for feveral year?, and fome perfons are 
tranflating them, no hiftory of the country has been 
found which is the compofition of a native. From 
the time pf Alexander till the Mahomedan conqueft, 
not even the materials of hiftory have been produced 
from Hindoo records. ^Mahomed Ferilhta, a muflel- 
man, in the beginning of the feventeenth ceiitury, 
compikd a hiftory of Hindoftan from Perfian au- 
^ofs J a tranflation of which, by Colonel Dow, ha& 
long been in poflfflion of the public, 

. The 
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The manners of a people are to be gathered from 
r ^llufions in their poetry ; and this is perhaps the 
chief advantage that fcicnce will derive from the an- 
cient records of this country. The Mahabaret, 
which is now tranflating *, is a very ancient hiftori- 
cal poem, in which the truth of fafts is probably 
ftill more diftorted by exaggeration^ than, in Homefj 
you find the rape of Helen, and the.fiege of Troy. 
A flowery poet, or a ftill more bombaftic and Id^fe 
hiftorian, feems to be the utmoft that Afiatic genius 
can produce: a vigorous intellect, matured judg- 
ment, and precifioii in ftyle, are the growth of colder 
latitudes t* 

All we learn, even from the Perfian Feriflita, id 
that Hindoftan was at firft divided intp a great num- 
ber of feparate kingdoms ; and afterwards fo feebly 
united under the Mahpmedan emperors, that they* 
made but fmall refiftance either to the firft invaders 
of the country, or to its fubfequent conquerors* 
Each province, attached to its viceroy, who was al- 
moft independent of the emperor, fell an eafy prey td 
the incurfions of Tamerlane, Baber, Humaioon, and 
Nadir Shah. The Ayeen Acbery of Abul Fazel, is 
fcbnfined to a ftatiftical biftory of the, empire of 

DelW^ 

* By Mi/Wilkios, a gentleman ftofifeffed of miicfi know- 
ledge of the languages of India, who has already pabli(hed ^ij 
epifode of this work, entitled the Bhagrat Geftai ^ 
^ f Vid. Major Renncl'l M^m. p. 43.. 
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Delhi, during the reign of Ad)er ; upon the other 
kingdoms he feldom touches, and their internal 
tranfaftions are involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 

About the year i coo ot our aera, Mahomed pe- 
netrated into Hindoftan ; and after twelve fuccefSve 
invafions, in which he was more or lefs oppofed by 
the native princes, he finally eftablifhed his empire. 
His vengeance and bigotry feemed mbre gratified by 
the maffacres of the Hindoos, and the deftruftion of^ 
their temples, than his ambition was foothed by the 
acqurfition of new territory, or fnbjefts. .llie mur- 
ders he committed againft the defencelefs priefts, 
iQ and the numerous votaries of fuperftition who of- 

ficiated at the tempks, afforded this monfter the 
highefl deKght. " Nothing,'* fays' the judicious 
Major Rennel, •* offends our feelings more, than 
the progrefs of deflruftion urged by religious zeal : 
as it allows men to* fuppofe themfelves agents of the 
Divinity; thereby removing thofe checks which in- 
terfere with the perpetration of ordinary villany, and 
thus makes confcicnce a party when it Was meant tx> 
r be a judge */* 

This pifture, however ihoicldng, is -too exaO: a 
rq)refentation of the condufl: of mbft conquerors of 
Hindoflan of the Mahomedan race. During eight 
dynafties of kin^s, who reigned ovet thi« couatry for 



* Introdttfiion to Rfetn. p. 46. 
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a period cff 700 years, the moft ferocious bigotry 
and rapine charafterifed their efforts iti acquiring or 
recovering the different provinces of this peninfula ; 
and had not the fervor of Mahomedan zeal fome- 
x^hat abated towards the later period of their power, 
' the whole fcene of their conqueits muft have re^ 
inained a foiitary defatt. In 1 265, within twenty- 
five miles of Delhi, the feat of government, ati hun-, 
dred thoiifand of the Mewatti tribe were put to the 
fword, as a punifhment for their incurfions. The 
internal government of Hindoftan muft have been in 
a dreadful ftate, when fuch vindiftive meafures were 
purfued in the vicinity of the capital. Indeed^ te- 
belUous meafures, and barbarous coriquefts, make up 
the hiftcfry of this fine country, ivhich nature feemed 
to have deftined to Ue the paradife of the world. 

Ai^iDsT thefe depredations, Benares, the great feat 
' of Braminical learning, was plundered in 1184 : and 
frbm this tithe the purity of the Sanfcreet language 
muft have gradually decayed, till It at laft ceafed to 
be a living tongue, being nowhere fpoken in Hin- 
doftan. It probably enters into the vernaculai* lan- 
guage, and makes a part of that mixture of which 
it is compofed, as the Celtic, Saxon,, and Latin do in 
the Englifli. When conquefts have been long main- 
tained, and the cc^nquerors numerous, fimilar .changes 
Sire produced in thfe language of every coumry. 
The Roman language, as well as the Sanfcreet, has 
ceafed to be fpoken in all the nations that vsrere fub- 
jeCtjo that empire. 

This 
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This city, which gives its name to a confiderable 
' province, is ftill the great feat of learning, and is 
held in veneration all over India : Nothing, howe- 
ver, can more fully demonftrate the circumfcribed 
ftate of Afiatic knowledge and learning, than the 
fmall number who ftudy the Sanfcreet language, and 
enable themfelves to read their facred or fcientific 
books. Very few, even of the higheft clafs of Brah- 
mins have made this attainment-*^not the thoufandth 
part of the community ; wnereas in Europe, almoft 
all the youth of any rank are inftrufted in the lan- 
guages of Athens and of Rome from their earlieft 
years ; by their means a confiderable mafs of know- 
ledge reaches even the body of the people, feut the 
incurfipns of the Moguls were far oftener renewed 3 
and were more awfully deftruQive than thofe of the 
Goths and Vandals who overturned the Roinari em- 
pire, and deftroy^d the monuments of tafte and 
fcience that diftinguifhed Europe. Regular govern- 
ment was gradually eftabliflied, and learning revived 
with new luftre in that quarter of the world ; while 
Hindoftan remains in the fame gloom of ignorance 
us in the turbulent periods of the Mahomedan con- 
quefts. 

In the courfe of a few years, it will be found that 
a proportionably greater number of Europeans will 
ftudy the learned language of Hindoftan, than of the 
natives themfelves. From the aftive curiofity and 
diligence of the former,^ much is to be expefted ; 

while 
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while little can be hoped from the fupipe in4oIence, 
and liftlefs charafter of the latter. 

About the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
during the reign of Belloti, the Portuguefe reached 
India by the Cape pf Good Hope. But fo deeply 
was the empire involved in confufion, that they were 
allowed to make conquefts of fome of the petty 
ftates bordering on the coaft, whofe viceroys had be- 
come independent without even attra^ing the notice 
of the court of Delhi. 

It was not till an hundred years after that period 
that the Britifh were heard of there, when in 1615 
Sir Thomas Row was fent ambaffador to the Empe- 
ror Jehanguire. during the lapfe of a century, the 
Portuguefe had made fuch confiderable acquifitions^ 
on the coaft, as to attraft the notice of the court : 
and Ferifhta, the hiftorian, mentions, " that by th^ 
negligence of the king's governors feveral diftridts of 
Guzarat were in the hands of the Idofators of Eu* 
rope *." 

About a century afterwards, the Mogul empire 
feemed to have reached the fummit of its grandeur ; 
from which it fuddenly relapfed into debility and 
utter ruin. During the reign of Aurungzebe, who 
died in 1707, the empire extended almoft over th€ 

' whol? 

? yid. Col. Do\y'« Hift. of Hindoflan. 
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whole peninfub ; and its annual revenpie^ wher^ 
money is four times the value that it is in Eusoj)e* 
amounted to the fum of 32,000,000!. fterling, ac- 
cording to Major RenI^ y but the Ayeepi Acbay 
ftates> it at tl^rty-ii^ millions in the time of Acber, 

So vaft an empire wuld not be held togethej? by a 
weak and unenergetic government : and the mighty 
fceptre of Aurungzebe, when gra^d by the feebler 
l^ands of his fons^ wa3^ found too unwieldy for ttieir 
management. His death was regarded as the fignal 
of hoftility by Mauzum and Azem, the two eldeft, 
who marched, the former from^ C^ul, and the latter 
from the Deccan, to difpute^ in its center, the poffef-, 
fion of an empire too large for the management of 
' €?ne perfon. Two armies^ each confifting of 300*000 
men, decided the qonteft by a battle which coft A- 
zem his life ; and conferr^ the whole empire on his 
more fortunate brother, w^ affuEpied the title pf 
Bahadar Shalu 

His four fons difputed the throne with the fam^ 
violence that their father had done ; till the power 
and refouTces of the empire were £b far reduced^ as 
10 en^able the Sieks, an obfcure people^ from th^ 
eaftern mountains, to fet,up Ferokfere in the rooni 
of Jehaiidcr Shah, <he laft of them. So degraded 
was the houfe of Tipfwr, that in the fpace of eleven 
years after the death of Aurungzebe, as many princes 
iiad been raifed to the throne, and fucceflively mur- 
dered 
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dered or depofed. The royal authority thus pro- 
JUtuted, became contemptible ; and the governors of 
provinces prepared to throw off their dependence on 
the head of the empire who had become unable to 
overawe his fervants. 

The Nizam, viceroy of the Deccan,* and Aliverdi 
'Khan, Subah of Bengal, *threw of the yoke ; while 
the Mahrattas, and Rohillas eftabliflied independent 
ftates in the heart of the empire. The province of 
Oude was feized by Siefdar Jung, grandfather to 
the prefent Nabob Azoph Doulah. Nothing now 
remained to the Imperial Houfe, except a fmall ter- 
ritory round Delhi ; when in 1 749 the laft royal ar- 
ihy was defeated by the Rohillas, whofe indepen- 
dence was now fully eftabliflied. 

The prince, in whofe time this final overthrow of 
the Mogul power was eflPefted, was Achmed Shah ; 
from this period though the title be regularly af- 
fumed by the lineal heir of the empire, it is merely 
nominaL So powerful is the effeft of cuftom a- 
mon^ Afiatics, that the name and peribn of the em- 
peror have been regarded as of confequence to tl^e 
different powers who have fmce contended for ter- 
ritory in Hindoftan. The veneration of the people 
for their ancient monarchs has been fo great, as 
to oblige the princes to' obtain grants, fanflioned 
by ,the emperor's name, to cover their ufurpations 
from the eyes of at leaft the people throughout 

C India: 
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India : and through that extenfivc territory, which 
compofed the Mogul Empire, the coin of each 
ftate is univerfally (truck in the name of an Em- 
peror, whofe power they have long ceafed to ac^ 
knowledge. 



B^MARRLS 



REMARKS ON THE STATEMENT GIVEN ^BY THE ABM^ 
ilAYNAL OF THE BRITISH CONQUESTS IN BENGAL, 



CalcuttUy March ij^^ 

Thb celebrated battle of Plaffey, which was gained 
by a finall army, confiding, it is faid, only of two 
thoufand natives, aftd nine hundred Europeans, gave 
the princes of India fuch an awful impreilipn of Bri» 
tifh difcipline and valour, that it has continued evef 
fince to operate decifively againft them at every fuc^ 
ceeding engagement. 

Those who entertain doubts of the truth of Gre,. 
ciaH hiftories, ^d of the accounts of the Patan and 
Mogul conquefts, from the enormous difproportion 
of numbers, between the contending armies, mjiy 
find a clear elucidation of them in many of the en* 
gagements in their own times, where the number of 
the viSors was ftill more difproportioned to that of 
the vanquiihed armies. A detachment of French 

troops 
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troops effefted revolutions in the Deccan, while 
their number was, perhaps, not a tenth part of the 
number of Alexander. The Britifh, in two cam- 
paigns, made a complete conqueft of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oude, with a ftill more diminutive force. In 
all thefe inftances, the firft advantages were gained 
by Europeans alone, which were improved by levies 
m the conquered countries ; and Alexander, who 
fet out with only thirty-five thoufand, returned to- 
wards Europe with a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men. 

After .being thus firmly eftablifhed on the 
Ganges, the Britifh power was engaged in contefts in 
the Deccan, far more arduous in their nature, and 
for a while attended with lefs fplendid advantages. 
There it had to contend with European armies, in a 
more difficult country, and with native troops 
whofe* ta£tics had been improved by fuperior difci- 
pline : over thefe obftacles too, however, it has 
finally been triumphant ; and has annihilated the em« 
pire of the My forian kings, though defended fuc- 
ceffively by Hyder Ally and Tippoo, two fovereigns 
of greater military fkill, and animated with a more 
inveterate hoftility, than had ever difputed the field 
againft Europeans in the Eaft. 

The account given by the Abb^ Raynal of thefe 
conquefts, and fettlements, is more ample and de- 
tailed, than that of any other writer. The changes 
introduced by time, have rendered his defcriptions in 

fome 
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ibme parts, inapplicable to the prefent ftate of the 
country : in other paffages they were often original- 
ly inaccurate, from the impqilibility of any fingle 
perfon being able to colleft fo great a mafs of au- 
thentic particulars.^ What is ftill more to be re- 
gretted, from his want of perfonal ^d local know-x 
ledg^ of the manners of the inhabitants,, admittance 
has fometimes bee^ given to aca^unts altogether in- 
credible by perfons who have vifitdd India* 

The eloquent exaggerations of this ingenious hif- 
(orian have univerfally been perufed ; always to the 
entertainment, and frequently to the inftrudion of 
his reader. 

One manifeft advantage he poffeffed over a native 
of Britain ; he could defcribe the conduft of its fer- 
vants in India without fear or partiality. His re- 
fledions upon this topic are unbiafled, and may 
therefore be juftly regarded as the moll valuable part * 
of his work ; for this reafbh I have ventured to give 
his account of the manner in which we obtained 
the foverdgnty of Bengal, and of the rich province 
of Behar, from which I now write. 

From an affeftation; however, of impartiality, and 
of getting the better of European prejudices, the 
French writers reprefent the natives of every foreign 
country as being in a ftate of comparative perfedion 
and hapj)inefs. ,In their religious and moral duties, 
they are always on the fide of reafon : and in every 

quarrel. 
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which refufed to engage ; and he himfelf fell into 
the hands of the Englifh, who caufcd him to be 
itrangled in prifon. 

" They difpofed of the Subahfhip in favour of 
JafEer Alii Khan, the ringleader of the confpiraqf ; 
who ceded / to the Comjpany fome provinces, with a 
grant of every privilege, exemption and favour, to 
which they could have any pretenfion. But foon 
growing weary of the yoke he had impofed on him-» 
felf, he was fecretly looking out for means to get rid 
of it. His defigns were difcovered, aad he was con* 
fined in the center of his own capital. 

" Cossim-Alli Khan, his nephew, was proclaim- 
ed in his (lead : he had purchafed that ufurpatioii 
with rn immenfe fum of money ; but he did not 
long enjoy it. Impatient of the yoke, as his prede- 
ceffor had been, he gavfe fome tokens of his dilpo- 
fition, and refufed to fubmit to the laws which the 
Company had impofed upon him. Upon this the 
war broke out again : The Jaffier AUi Klian, whom 
the Englifli kept in confinement, was again proclaim- 
ed Subah of Bengal, They marched againft Coflim- 
AUi ELhan. His General Officers were corrupted : 
he was betrayed, and entirely defeated : too happy, 
.that whilft he lofl his dignity, he flill pofTeffed the 
vaft treafures he ha4 amafled. 

" Notwithstanding this revolution, Coflim- 
Alli did not drop his hopes of vengeance. Full of 

refent- 
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refentmcttt, and loaded with treafure, he fet out for 
the Nabob of Benares, chief vizier in the Mogul's 
empire. He and all the neighbouring princes re« 
united in oppbfition to the common enemy, who 
threatened them all equally. But now the conteft 
remained no longer between them and a handful of 
Europeans juft arrived from the Coaft of Coroman^ 
del ; they were to engage with the whole, ftrength of 
Bengal,' of which the Englilh^were mafters. Elated 
with their fuccefles, they did not wait to be attacked ; 
they {^t opt direftly^ and made head againft fo for- 
nwdable kague, marching with all the confidence 
Ciive ^ould iiifpire, a leader whoffe name feemed to 
be th^ pledge of conqueft. ClivCj however, did not 
c^e to ha^jiril any thing. Pare of the campaign 
was fpent ih negociation ; but - in time the treafures 
whicn the Englifti had drawn fr0m Bengal ferved to 
eofure them new conquefts. The heads of the In- 
dian army were corrupted ; and when the Nabob of 
Benares wa^ defirous of coming to a^ion, he was 
obliged to fly with his men, without ever being able 
to engage. By thi^ viftory, th^ country of Be- 
nares felt. into the hands of the Ehglifli: arid it 
tetmed as if nothing could hinder them from annex- 
ing that fovereignty to the province of Bengal/* 

By thefe or fimilar methods, the Englifli have ob- 
tained their territory in India; and other nations 
iiave acquired theirs by means perhaps ftill lefs de- 
fencible. In the eye of f eafon, however, here ap- 
pears b\it Kttle ground for tbofe opprobriot ^ terms 
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of abufe wifh which this lively author has loaded 
their conduft. In faft, there cannot be adduced a 
fingle argument againft feizing the territory of the 
native princes, who were themfelves ufurpers, which 
may not be urged againft interfering in any manner, 
or trading with India in general. 

Wherever mankind have tranfaftions, there will 
arife quarrels and difputes ; and among nations who 
quarrel, the weaker party muft ever fuflFer. In eve-^ 
ry quarter of the world, as well as Afia, every na- 
tion, diftinguiflied among its neighbours by fuperior 
bravery, knowledge, and induftry, has invariably in- 
creafed its power and enlarged its dominion. Su- 
perior talents operate upon the refources of Qations 
and their poffeffions in the fame manner as they do 
in the cafe of individuals. Philofophers may har- 
rangue : but the induftiious and enterprifing always 
have, and in the nature of things ^ver muft acquire 
an afcendant over the diflblute and poor. 

Such is th^ unavoidable confequence of the inter- 
courfe of a warlike and enterprifing people with na- 
tions inferior in arts and arms : If the fubjeft be ex- 
amined by the rules of morality, perhaps the conduft 
of Europeans may find a ftill ftronger vindication. 
According to the above account, the conduft of the 
native princes has been in the higheft degree cruel 
and tyrannical. The Subah of Bengal, who' mur- 
dered the Englifli, was detefted by all his fubjeds, 
and dreaded to fuch a de^ee that he durft not be 
^ approached 
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approached on the moft urgent calls of humanity. 
The nobles who hated; betrayed him ; and the pic- 
ture is applicable to almoft every native prince in 
India. The rules of morality, therefore, if applied 
to this fubjeft, would impofe it as a duty, on every^ 
nation who had the power, to vindicate the injuries 
of n^nkind, by depofing them from their abufed 
authority. 

This relief to the fuflerings of mankind could not* / 
|5e viewed as an injury even to the princes them- 
fdves; for they are in general ufurpers of their 
power. In Europe, where hereditary fucceflion is 
eftablilhed, the imagination conceives a fort of right 
in the fucceflbr to the profpefts which he has been 
educated to ^tertain; he compaffes them without 
violence. In Afia almoft ^very fucceflion is an ufur- 
^ pation. The deceafed fovereign bequeaths his people 
to an adopted heir ; perhaps the child of his menial 
flave ; and the difcontented nobles take the field, 
and place upon the throne one of their own number, 
vrho has no other right than that conferred by the 
fword. The Englifh, on the contrary, have placed 
feveral of the pinces whofe territories they have ac- 
quired, in opulent and fplendid circumftances, of 
which hardly even their own folly can deprive them. 
And thefe rich penfioners they have contmutd rKom 
one generation to another, even in defpite of their 
own demerits. 
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The late Nabo|D of Oude left his ^mple doml* 
nions to a child, born to hi& meaneft ^ervant, whofer 
indifference Tor his people, and extravagance an4 
folly can only be equalled by the meannefs of his 
former condition/' His dominions muft therefore bq 
governed as they too long have been, l)y a defpotifm 
and wantoimefs o^ ^ruelty more deftruftive than that 
of Nero. Hls» territories border up6n thofe of the 
India Company ; and their limits are every where 
difcem^ble ^y the poverty and defblatioii which they 
difplay. The {^ngliih nation has had a pov^erful 
ifcendancy over this country for pearly half a cen- 
tury : by them it has Wen conquered, as well as 
proteded from foreign enemieS ; while its princes 
haye prcferved their teVcinue without feeling depen* 
dence. ' A purer code oi^* morality would have taught 
them, that td fuffer crimes you tan prevent, is to be 
acceffary in committing theni ; that they are in . 
fpme degree' blameable fot the wretched internal 
management of fo vaft a territory ; that as it has 
been in their' power, fo it "was their duty to n^ke 
this prince a penfiotrer *, and his people happy. They 
have oftenei^ inqirfed the guilt of hypocrify, in the 
precautions they have adopted to fcreen their ufur- 
pations, than difcovered temerity in fei^ing power, 
which feemed thrown into then* hands. 

ORIGIN 

* What right have we to do this ? We have a light to re- 
. fuiiie a gift upon the abuiing it ; or, if imp roperlj given, vthc* 
tifbtr it has been abttfed or not. . ^ , ■ •< k 






^fiJGIN AOT> PRESENT STAtE OT THE MAHItATT4 
EMPIRE.- 



^ JN'iftfr -B^x^r, ^ot;. 1796. 

|n every narrative df tiidia adairs, the Mahrattas ar6 
jnentioned as one of the thoft cdnfiderable powers 
which have arifen on the tuins of the Mogul £m- 
pire. 

This nation derives kt name fh^m Mahrat^ a pro- 
vince in the^ Deccan *, which is, at prefent, under 
the name of Baglana; forms the moft central part of 
the Mahratta dominions. Sevajee is re^rded as the 
founder of this empire ; he had obtained a 'di(Un- 
guifhed rank in the arpiy of the King of Vifiapour, 
and the diftraftions of that monarchy foon afforded 
him an opportunity of afluming independent power. 

His 

• Wig FertflUB'j Hifl. Hindoftaa. 
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His conquefts v ere fo rapid in the adjoining prfr 
vinces, that before the acceffion of Aurungzebe tQ 
the throne, he had already become formidable to the 
Mogul tflipjre l^ie Roman State had nbt a nxore 
hardy or warlike people for its founders than the 
Mahrattas ; for many of the conquers of* Sevajee 
^ere made in the iFace of Aurungzebe when he was 
at the fummij of his power. The confufions which 
followed upon th^ death of that Emperor, and the 
diffentions among his fons, allowed the iahrattas to 
extend their cbnquefls with a' rapidity peculiar to 
this part of Afia. Bred in the fchool of war, and' 
preferved by their rugged and barren mountains 
from failing into that liftlefs eflfe«iinacy which cha- 
rafterized the inhabitants of India, the Mahratms 
^ere ;able to contpn^ with Aurungzebe himf^f ; a^d 
Sahojee, the prince who fucceeded the founder of the 
nation, had be:fore his deatl]^ e^jitipnded his dominion? 
from the weftern fhore of the peninfula to Oriffa on 
the eaftern -y and from Agra, on the north, to the 
Camatig, ^n the fiputh j while almo^ every, p^rt of 
Jiindqftan and Bengal itfelf had been plundered by 
his armies. Thefe conquefts were made in the fam^ 
planner as thofe of this nation have ever been : an 
enterprifing chief, by holding up to his followers a 
profpeft of plunder, fpon cpUefts an army ; and the 
weaknefs and diftraftions of his neighbours aflford 
him an opportunity of realifmg his promifes. 

In 1718 the Mahrattas were fo powerful, that 
they were enabled to enforce the payment of a tri- 

but^ 
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bate ft'om the Emperor Nadir Shah : this impofitioti 
k in the language of Hindoftan denominated a chout, 
and th6ugh it varied in particular diftrifts, amounted 
generally to one fourth of the annual revenue. This 
Ihameful contribution was exafted from the province 
of Bengal in 1742, when they overran that province 
with 80,000 cavalry, whofe depredations and cruel- 
ties are ftill remembered with horror by the native?. 
For two fucceffive years they plundered this rich 
territory, nor did they quit it till they exhaufted its 
ftores, and carried off an immenfe booty, particular- 
ly from* the Jaggut Seets, the mod eminent hankers 

in India. 

« 

The fortunes of an Empire of fuch recent format 
don and rapid growth, were deflined foon to fall ; 
for it contained the feeds of its own deftruftion. In 
faft, the combination of the Mahratta chiefs exhibits 
the feudal conftitution in its loofeft form. It is a 
voluntary combination of plunderers, poffeffing no 
principle of permanent union or improvement ; and 
the rife of the Mahratta power may with greater pro- 
priety be termed tfie diflblution of all government, 
and the eftablifliment of anarchy, than the founda- 
tion of regular empiie. They are the iSwifs of In- ' 
dia, ever ready tp enter for hire into every fcheme of 
plunder fuggefted by aft ambitious chief. 

During the reign of Ram Raja, the difcordant 
JFabric of the Mahratta government, was divided by 
the two minifters of thit prince, who treated him 

with 



with the fame perfidy hi& anceftoir had done the kbg 
of Vjfiapour. BajirOw, the Pelhwah, or tnmifier, 
affutned the government of the weftem provinces at 
Poonah ; while the Bukfhi, or commander in chief, 
ufurped the eaftern diftrids, and eftabliflied his go- 
vemmeik at Naigpdire, in Berar. Without any prin- 
ciple of mutual COfOperation in making ^either peace 
or war, thefe chiefs continued it the bead of Aeir re- 
fpeiflive dominions. 

Bajirow, the pefliwah of Poqnah; conduS:ed his 
adminiftration with a vigour fuited to the boldnefs 
with \^hich he had ufurped his power. He not only 
took from the Portugueze the iflands of Bombay 
and Salfette, but pufhed his conquefts in the Panjab 
as for as the Indus, There, howe^^ir, they gave utn^ 
brage to Abdalla, king, of Candahar, a pi?ince witl^ 
whom they were hitherto unacquainted, and before 
whom their fudden greiatnefcfcemed deftined only to 
have made their downfell the more eoni^icuous. 
F6r fome time this afpiring nation had be^ engaged^ 
in every fc^ne of war and pdlhics throughout the 
whole of Hindoftan. This profperity of their affairsj^' 
with the vaft territories: of which they were in jioflef- 
fion, infpired them with the idea of baniflii»g for 
ever the Mahomedan government from India* On 
their part, therefore, they colle^ed all the Hindoo 
powers intp a confederacy, while the Mahomedan 
princes ranged themfelves under the banners of Ab-* 
dalla. Sujah Dowlah, and the RohiJla chiefs were' 
his atfociates, oppofed to the Jatts and Mahrattas. 

Shah 
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, Shah Allum was invited to the throne of Delhi 
l)y Abdalla ; and the fate of the Mahomedan princesi 
haftened to its decifion, which was effeftedbythe 
celebrated battle of Panntiput. Never fince the fa- 
tal tonteft . betwejen the fons of Allumguhre, had * 
Hiridoftan beheld fuch numerous armies in the field, 
or a combat maintained with fuch obftinate valour^ 
Oil the fide of Abdalla and the Mahoniedans there 
were 1 50,000 combatants ; en that of the Mahrattasi 
200,000 men. The deeds of valour performed, arid 
the carnage of both afmies were incredible ; but for- 
ttine declared in favbut of Abdalli. The number of 
the Mahratta princes taken was immerife, and the 
rout of their army fo complete, that they have ever 
fince laid afide all thpughts of univerfal empire in 
HGndoftan, ihd their power has ciontinued to de- 
cline. 

BallaJee, who fiiflfered this fignjail defeat fi-oni 
the army of Abdalla, foon died, and was fucceeded, 
in their turiis, by Maderow, and his fori Narrain j 
the latter being murdered by Ragoba, his^ uncle, left 
the Poonah government in a flate of great di(lra6tion. 
ITie widow of Narrain produced a fon whd was ac- 
knowledged heir ; atid the infamous Ragoba, depofed 
by his fubjefts, unfortunately dr^w in the govem- 
riieht of Bombay to efpoufe his caufe, by offering ad- 
vantageous grants to the Compaay. The war that 
enf^ed terminate^ difgi'icefully for both parties ; for 
Ragoba jvas furrendered to his., enemies, and the 

E ' Bombay 
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Bombay army, after a convention by no means cre« 
ditable to themfelves, agreed to that fettlement. 

. The adimniffratiQn of the Poonaft * goyemment, 
.during a long minority, was conda&ed by a junto of 
chiefs whofe jealoufies aiul quarrels have frequently 
brought the ftate to the verge of civil war ; a ccmdi- 
tion in which it cannot prove formidable to its neigh« 
hours. 

It is not probable Hin(k)ftan will ibon fuffer from 
the conquefts of either of the Mahratta ftates ; the 
Eaftera has no refources, and the Weftem muft be 
feeble from diffentionsy till fome chief of fuperior ta- 
lents unite it into one monarchy*.. The mea(ure$^ 
lately purfued by Sdndia, feemed to lead to inde- 
pendent power over the Poonah ftate. His troops 
are difciplined by Europeans, and a large body of 
theiii, till very lately, was commanded by an officer 
who had been in the Britifii (ervice. 1£ by their eS^ 
forts Scindia^ or his fon DoWlat Row, efiabliflies a 
new empire, in the north and w:eft, the weftem Mah- 
ratta government will be overthrown^ and a power 
eftabliihed in the vicinity of Oude, more formidable 
to the Britifh intefeft^ tl^an any they have 'perhaps 
ever beheld in Hindoftanf. 

The 

* Purferam Bow^ one of the Mahratta chiefti co-operated 
with our army in the lat^ war. 

f Vide Major Rennel's Mem. Introd. 
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The pnwince^ of Agra and D^i, once fo £unous 
for their p6pulado& and wealth, are at prefent in the 
^bft wretched ftate. During half a ceiit4iry they 
have betn the feat of iini»iemipted devaftation ^ the 
lands are ntorl^r laid w^e, and the miferable rayuts 
dkrp nc^ provide any thifig beyond immediate fub* 
fiftetice, from too well founided an apprehenfion that 
they would draw upon themfetves the cruelties of 
fome Kcentious chief whofe trade is pillage, and 
whofe fupport is the fpoils of his miferable ndgh- 
|)ours- 

Thk 4efcripdon is but too applicable to the whole 
Mahratta empire, which at prefent confifts of nearly 
one half of the whole peninfula of India : and which 
with the territory belonging to the Seiks, and the 
Englifti, conftitute the only independent power now 
remaining in this country. 

The Seiks, as well as the Mahrattas, are a recent 
powejT*" which has gradually rifen upon the downfall 
of the Mogul goyemmentf This nation confifts of 
a vaft number of ariftocratical chiefs equally loofe 
and diforderly with the Mahrattas ; their religious 
principles might form a bond of union in cafe of any 
general change threatening their feft. They have ij^ 
a great meafure apoftatifed from th^ 'Hindoo fyftem, 
and have made great approaches to Deifm, and a 
purer fyftem of natural religion. They receive pro- 
felytes and make converts } and pofflefs a decided ad- 
vantage over the adherents of the ancient faith in 

pre- 
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precltdmg themfelves from no annual food except 
(he Ox. They may be regarded as the reforme4 
in India, and though the rules of their founder Na- 
puch have confiderabie hold over them, jhey woul4 
not perhaps prove fo inacceffible fp the arguments of 
miilionaries as the foUowers of Srahma. The exteii- 
five country of the Panjeb, is wholly in their poffei^ 
fion, and forms a. wide and untried field, which in 
fome future period may fignali2;e the labours of £u- 
fopean miflipnariest 



0* 



OF THE EXTENT, POLICE, &c. OF CALCyTTi^ 



Calcutiay March 1796, 



Among the firft^ objeds which attrafts the notice 0$ 
a ftfaBger on his arrival in Bengal, is the elegance; 
^nd beauty of Calcutta, the capital of our dominion^ 
in the Eaft. The Company's botanic gardens, the 
elegant villas of its fervants, the ftron^ and regular 
garrifon of Fort William, and the fpires of the town, 
announce your approach tp a capital, though not a- 
bove fifty years (landing, that would be deemed con- 
fiderable in any part of the world. 

The activity and enterprize of the Englifli is per- 
haps no where bettipr difplayed, than in the rapid en- 
largement of this town. In the memory of perfons 
ftill living here, the European , houfes were mean, 
and comparatively few in number. Thofe of the 
natives are, m general, ftill paltry huts j but as pro-^ 

fpefts 
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fpeSts of gain, or at leaft of employment, are always 
opening in the vicinity of European fociety ; the 
number pf their dwellings has increafed in a (till 
greater proportion than that of feuropeaiu. From 
the number of houfes rated for the payment of 
taxes in the affeffors books, the native inhabitants of 
Calcutta cannot fall much fhort of half a millioiu 
They amount to this number eflimating four perfons 
to each houfe ; ati eftimate certainly moderate, if 
you coniider the number of children and women a« 
round each hut/ The Hilndoos not only all marry, 
but enter into that ftate at a very early period of life, 
which renders their marriages uncommonly prolific ; 
this circumftance has rendered barrenncfs and celi- 
bacy difgraceful in either fejf , but particularly in the 
female. A ydung woman, who hte not been be- 
trothed in her infancy ; at who, from any finiiler 
accident, has not procured a hufband, brings much 
folicitude and difgrace upon the fatnily. 

This natilral fource of population has always been 
Seconded by the Britifli government in Calcutta, 
which has afforded an uniform proteftion to the KVes 
and property of the inhabitants. The police pf the 
city is chiefly committed to a fuperintendant pf po- 
lice, and fever^l inferior juftices of the peace, with 
certain ftated falaries : before them all petty delin- 
quencies are tried ; and fmaller difturbances punifh- 
ed. Tannahs, or guard-houfes, are ercfted in the 
different diviliona of the town : and the peace is 
fnaintained by a few companies pf native fbldfers 

who 
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yirho p^trole the ftreets, an^ prevent difturbance from ' 
quarrels, ropery, or theft. Offences of a. higher 
nature, whether committed by Europeans or natives, 
are cognizable by the fupreme court of judicature ; 
which about twenty-five years s^o was fubftituted in 
place of the Mayor's conrt, with more extenfive ju- 
rifdidion, and fi4>erior authority. 

JThe powers of this court extend not only to the 
Company's territories in this part of India, but alfo 
to every ctfe civil or criminal that may occur upon 
the Tea between the Coromandel and Malacca coafts^r 
The jurifdidtion of this court does not extend to the 
upper ftations : In thcfe, however, all the European 
fettlers come under an engagement to be amenable 
to its authority. 

, The policy of this eftablifhment has been much 
controverted by- the civil and military fervants on 
the Bengal eftablifhment ; and it ftill feems to be re- 
garded as an unpopular meafure. The objeftions, 
however, urged againft it, as far as I have ^been-able 
to weigh them, are highly to its honour, and that of ^ 
its projeftors. It is contended that a very confidera- 
ble difcretionary power over the natives, ought to be 
left in the hands of Europeans, to preferve Subordi- 
nation and obedience. A greater degree of info- 
fence, and a more independent fpirit, it is faid, is 
daily gaining ground among that clafs of men : that 
they are litigious to a proverb ; and on every occa- 
fion put themfelves on that footing of equality with 

Euro- 
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Europeans, which they find from experience to b^ 

countenanced by the fupreme court. - They forefee 
in its continuance, and in the eftablifhment of fimi- 
lar jurifdi6lions ^t Bombay and Madras, the total 
emancipation of the Britifli fubjefls in India. 

These charges, and thefe fears,' proceed rithef 
from the mifcondud of individuals than their patrio- 
tifm ; 6r the* rigour of the fupreme coiirt. i'he dif- 
fipation of Europeans here is far more confpicuou^ 
than the infolence of the natives. Both the military 
aad civil fervants are too often in the habit of incur- 
ring debt, fometimes by borrowing money from the 
people of colour ; but oftener by want of punduali- 
ty hi the payment of wages and acddunts. In every 
cafe a native is a rigid creditor ; and is gratified, rai 
ther than hurt, by feeing hjmfelf in a fituation in 
which he can command the pierfonal liberty of an 
European by imprifonmeht. But the itian who de- 
mands the payment of a jiift debt may be rigid, but 
is not infolent. An honeft man has nbthihg to feaif 
from fuch demands ; to him they will always- appeal* 
more reafonable, than that every perfon who has the 
facility to part with his money, or want his wages, 
fhould contribute to debauchery, or fuffer for th'^ 
extravagance arid folly of another. / 

For- 



* Since the above was wiitten, a jurifdiSion bill, confer-' 
ling (imilar powers to that for Calcuita^ has been proj^ftei 
for the fettlemchts of Bombay and Madras, 
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Formerly it fprnetimes liappeaed that a peade 
officer in the execution of his duty, has been feized 
in the cantonments, and infulced io the execution of 
his duty, at the inftigation of officers, or by their 
perfonal violence. . Thefe fads are reported by them- 
felves with an air of exuhation, whi<ph clearly de- 
mcMiftrates th^r inclination, and a wi(h that they 
could again be repelated. Even at prefent, there are 
combinations well known to the bailiffs, which ren- 
ders the execution of perfons^l diligence a very dan- 
gerous part of their duty. But fuch objedions a- 
gainft the fupreme court, are its higheft panegyric ; 
becaufe they are of the fame nature with the objec- 
tions which every thief or robber h^ to a gibbet. 

The infolence of the natives j and that indepen- 
dent fpirit which endangers the Britifh power in In- 
4ia, wife men have not been able to difcover ; or 
they have deemed paft experience a better guide to 
its treatment, than the capricious exeycife of difcre- 
tionary power. The peculations qf cpUeftors, . and 
the exadion^ of officers in detached commands, have 
produced the only ferious difcontents which the 
Britifh government has ever yet experienced. And 
had the fources of them, or the principal charafters 
concerned, been more immediately under the eye of 
the fupreme court, it is probable that they nevier 
i^rould have exifted. 

Had the fuprf nie court of Calcutta, or the gene* 
ral police of thaj:^capital been eftablifhed oh bad prin- 

F , ciples. 
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cipfes, their perbiclous effefts woaH have appeared 
long fmce, Withm the immediate iphere of their ope- 
ration. There, }K)wever, they are happily as invi- 
fibfe as then- foppofed caufe. Perhaps no city in 
Europe has increafed more rapidly than Calcutta 
w^ithin the laft thirty years. Ships belonging to 
every nation are feen in its harbour. Trade, and 
every mercantile I^ecolation, has been carried on 
with a boldnefs which appears never, to have been 
che<;ked by any judicial iniquity. 

Greater property than is common in Britain^ 
has been accumulated even by fome of the natives, 
and poffefled wirh equal fecurity with that of the 
richeft fubjeSs in England. The fafety with which 
the property of Eurojjean families is entruftedto the 
native fervants^ is indeed highly to their honour. 
Fifty or lixty, and more, perhaps, in fome families, 
fteep during the night in the compound, or in the 
paflages and verandahs of the houfe. While every 
door is open :* and you hear of much fewer burgla- 
ries and thefts, than are committed ih London, after 
all that the precautions of bolts, watchmen, and con- 
ftables have been able to effeft. Were a houfe, with 
ail equal number of fervants, kept equally acceffible 
in any town of England, it would in all probability 
be robbed as frequently as it contahied any thing 
that coirid be carried away. And were thefe fub-^^ 
jeflis poffefled of the fame degree of wealth as fome 
natives in Calcutta, there is no country in Europe 
where they could be more fecure. in, fome, it is not 

raflv 
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rafli to aflSrm, jthat they would have long fince been 
convided of incivifm, or fome imaginary crime, in . 
prder to conceal the real guilt — that of being lich. 

The Ayeen Acbery is entirely (ilent about Cal- 
/cutta, which is full proof of its being wholly incon- 
fiderable in the time of Acber. The fettlement of a 
factory here was fo late as 1 690, by Job Chamock. 
Jt muft have remained a trading factory till fome 
time after the battle of Plaffey in 1757. To have 
increafed in forty years in fo unhealthy a fpot to its 
prefent population of -five hundred thoufand fouls, 
implies a degree of profperity, amidft all the irregu- 
larities of an infant fettlement, that is unparalleled in 
any other quarter of the world. 

DuRiNO the rapid increafe of this town, difeafes 
were fatal to thoufaods, aud 'particularly, according 
to the teftimony of Dr Lhjd, among fuch as had 
lately arrived from Europe. Hamilton gives of his 

' own knowledge aii inftapce of four hundred burials 
in fix months,^ at a period when the whole Englift, 
refident there, did not exceed twelve hundred. 
Wherever the* Britiih iettle, the natives crowd a- 
T0und_ them for proteftion and employment : their 

"experience has affured them of both; and by this 
they have been guided', in the midft of loud clamours, 
from Europe, againft the cruelty, oppreffion, and 
Ifapacity of their rulers. 

w MARI- 



MARITIME TILAD^ OF CALCUTrA- 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1797^ 



The merchants ixA agents of this capital are by no^ 
means confined to tran&dions with their conftituents. 
employed in different branches of the fervice ; they 
engage largely in foreign commerce to every part of 
note either in Afia ot Europe. In fome houle», the 
extent of their dealings has been eftimated at two 
crores of rupees annually^ : If upon fuch an im- 
menfe fura they cleared only the common intereft of 
the country, their gains ^luft prove very ample. But 
this eftimate of their grofs concerns is probably ex- 
^gg^i^^^d ; and the nature of the commodities ren- 
ders mercantile enterprifes much more hazardous 
than they are in Europe, ' 

• Above two millions flerling. 
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No mercantile houfe has accumulated fums equal 
^o thofe fortunes a.cquired by many individuals in. 
the fervice. The charges of clerks, freight, infu-» 
ranee, with the innumerable items of gqdown, and 
^ houfe rent, muft deeply afFeft the profits arifing fron^ 
every concern not uncommonly lucrative. 

The extent of the private trade of Calcutta cannot 
^e eftimated juftly, either from the number or the 
burden of the fhips belonging to that port. Till 
lately there were only fixty that properly belonged 
to the Bririfti merchants here, and their burden was 
about twenty.feven thoufand tons. But it is well 
known that their concern' in foreign fhips is great : 
the Dutch, Danifh, and French fettlements in the 
river afford an opportunity for indireft trade to any 
vcxtent, of which it is believed they fully avail them- 
felves. " 

The Hon. Company affords conflderable employ- 
ment to the country.built fhips, independent of the 
merchants. It poffeffes a marine eflablifhment,- un- 
der the direSion of a Board conftituted for that pur- 
pofe. During war, cruizers againft the enemy ^are 
frequently employed; as well as tranfports, and 
ftore-fliips for its own troops. 

These tranfa^ions fall under the immediate di- 
reftibn of the Marine Board, confifting of five mem- 
t)ers, a number of fubordinate officers, and clerks. 
It fuperintends alfo the pilot fervice, a mod im- 

portant> 
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poitant branch of thd'marine cftablilkment in a rivef 
of fuch dangerous navigation as the Hoogly. The 
great quantity of fi^nd s^n4 mud that is wafhed dowi^ 
this branc^ of the Ganges during the rains, occa« 
fions a continual fiudi^ation m the fi^e and poiition 
of the fand banl^, by whi{:h its opening i$ infefted. 
Conftant attehtion to this circumftance is indifpenf- 
able, in order to place the different bqoys fp as they 
|hall not ndflead the mariner, 

FijLOM th^ perilhabl^ and e:[^penflve natyre of ft^f 
ping in this climate, freight muil be high : but a cirt' 
cumftance which muft be borne by all, feems but 
ilightly to affed any : and commerce appears as ad*> 
yentuf ou? her'.e, as ki any part of thp world. 

The freight of boats in th^ inla^ trade \ipon th^ 
river, is far from being low ; owing to the lengtl^ 
of time neceffary to perform a moderate voyage upon 
that winding ftream, The larger t)pats upon the 
Gauge? carry from three hundred to fix hundred 
mauns ; and their hire per month, amounts to 
twenty, thirty, pr fi^ty rupees, ac(:ording to their ^ 
different fizes. * ^ ^ 

ByDGERROw$, for the acconimodation of gentle- 
inen, and their families, are to be had of all fizes 
from eight tp twenty-foiir oars j the rate of hire for 
the firft, is fixty rupees per month ; fof the l^rgeft, 
two hundred and thirty. Ttlis fum includes the' pay 
pf the hpatpien j ^ clais of men the wffi^ ujfeful, la- 
borious, 



Ibbnous, and contented in Bengal. The pinnace is 
another defcription of travelling boat, ftill more ex- 
penfive than the budgerrow. It has fuperior accom- 
modation, and from its refeihbling the ftruflbutie of 
European craft, both in the hull and rigging, it 
is better fitted for encountering a gale in the great 
river. 

Besides the high rate of freight charged on the 
inland, and maritime 'trade, the merchants in Cal- 
cutta pay a confiderable commiffion on the purchafe 
of goods by their agents t this upon moft. articles 
is, five per cent. ; but as they are more frequently 
purchafer^ for others than themfelves, this fum will 
be oftener received than paid. 

The matters of the country-built ihips, or the 
fupercargoes, are the immediate agents by which the 
trade of this part of the world is condufted. They 
are the moft enterprilmg body of men ; and in ge-i 
neral better infdi'med than thofe of the fame profef- 
fion in Europe. Many of them have made inde- 
pendent fortunes ; and what Is ftill more to (heir 
praife, enjoy them in a decent and creditable man- 
ner. The faf^ious ideas regarding rank, which 
forrtierly prevailed in this capital, went nearly to the 
exclufion of this ufeful clafs of men from the fociety 
of our imaginary grandees ; a lofs more than com- 
penfated by their diligent attention to their own con- 
cerns ; which has raifed many of thefe men to fta- 

> tions 
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tions ill Britaih which few of their contemners have 
}>een able to attain. 

With the common Malays, and a mixture of 
Chinefe, and Bengalee feamen, who never become 
very expert and intelligent in their profeffion, it is 
aftonifliing with what fecurity the country fhip-maf- 
ters perform voyages in thefe dangerous feas. Thefe 
veffels are termed Donics ; their enterprifes at fea are 
chiefly to be afcribed to the example of £uropeans : 
before their appearance the Hindoos Were hardly 
known as navigators. There are fix diflferent affu- 
rance companies in Calcutta ; who cover the pro- 
perty of individuals from the rifks of the fea, perhaps 
at as low a rate of infurance as it can be done in 
Europe; 

The ftate of navigation, as praQifed by the na- 
tives, like moft of their other arts, is far from being 
in a perfefl: ftatq. The mariners conipafs, the great* 
eft improvement in the fcience, was-, and ftill remains 
in a very imperfeft ftate over every part of India. 
Their aftrononiical inftruments are, as far as the 
praftice of failors is concerned, in a ftate equally 
contemptible. In a European fhip^you may lome- 
times meet with their barks at fea in the utmoft un- 
certainty of both latitude and longitude. Their in- 
ftruments are fuppofed, by fome very competent 
judges, to be borrowed from thofe of Europeans, 

and 
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anil are certainly but awkward imitations of their 
originals *. 

Of the fliips which I have mentioned belonging tp 
the pqrt of Calcutta, there is not a fingle one com- 
manded by a native. Some low perfon of European 
txtra^t, but removed perhaps by many genera* 
tions, is frequently preferred to the command even 
of thofe paltry ihips which venture into the open fea. 
Of a maritime force hardly any nation in the Eaft 
has formed any idea. There are, indeed, feme 
proahs and private ihips fitted out for piracy, who 
fight, and maflacre the unarmed crews of merchant- 
men with ail the inveteracy and cruelty of favages. 
Thefe enterprifes, fuch as they are, conflitute nearly 
the whole of Oriental attainments in naval war. 

, The internal navigatidn is conduced by the na- 
tives to a greater extent, and with a greater degree 
of fuccefs. The diflferent flreams of the Ganges in- 
terfed the country in a manner fo obvioufly con- 
venient for tranfporting commodities, that it is pro- 
bable that the Hindoos have carried on this naviga- 
tion from the earkeft period of their civilization. I 
will therefore give a fhort iketch of this noble river 
as an inftrument of internal commerce. 

The fource of the Ganges long remained in as 
much uncertainty as that of the Nile. It was left to 

G the 

* Vide Afiatic Rtfearcfaei. 
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the prefent age to make the difcovery ; when the 
Cbinefe Emperor Camhi fent perfons to explore it, 
though at the diftance of 2,506 miles from his ca- 
pital, h iflues from the oppoiite ridge of the fame 
mountains with the Barrampooter, and diredls its 
courfe in a contrary progrefs, till the diftance of 
1 200 miles intervenes. between rivers that s^e again 
to approach and water the fame plain. 

So completely are the various branches oi thefe 
rivers diiffufed over the flat country, that there is 
hardly any part of the large province of Bengal a- 
bove twenty.five miles difbmt from a navigable ri- 
ver. The wood, fait, and provifions of many mil- 
lions of people are conveyed along thefe channels by 
30,000 boatmen, the moft laborious and hardy race 
in India. All thefe are independent of the tranfport 
of the mercantile commodities to be (hipped for 
Europe, which may amount to two millions an* 
nually. ^ 

The Barrampooter, though larger than the Gan^ 
ges, aiffbrds lefs affiftance to commerce '^ for it tra- 
vels eaft through rugged defiles and vallies, feldom 
approaching the habitations' of man. In a military 
view, the Ganges is equally commodious as in that 
in which we have confidered it. A communication 
is afforded by it between the diflSerent ftations for 
the conveyance of troops and warlflte ftores. Thus 
it fuperfedes the necefiity of. forming 'magazines, and 
is more commodious than the military roads of the 

Ro. 
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RomaM, or the carrying places of North America, 
which not only obftruft the progrefs of an army, but 
enable the enemy id determine the place and mode 
of attack. Major Rennel, from whom thefe parti- 
culars are felefted, afferts that the Ganges, though 
inferior in the length of its courfe, difcharges ^ 
jgreater quantity of water into the ocean, than any 
river in the world, from the influ? of the immenfe 
tributary flreams which it receives, and from its po- 
fition within the reach of thp periodical rains. Yet 
the trade carried on in this mighty ftream, though it 
pafles through the fineft country perhaps in the 
world, appears - but trifling when compared to that 
of China. The Embafly found 100,000 marines on 
a iingle branch of the river PeiKo only *, whereas 
30,000 are ftat^d as the whole amount of Dandies 
^ho ply upon the Ganges, according to Major Ren* 
ncl.^ According- to' the Ayeen, the contribution to 
government muft have e;^ceeded this number, fince 
he declares that four thouiand boats were fumiihed 
by Bengal alone, and ten dandies to each boat is no 
extragavant allowance. 



TH« 
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THB piFFiMNT RACES OF INHA?ITAITrs SETTLEP IN 
CALCUTTA. 



Calcutta^ March I797» 



The grdup of inhabitants that meets your eye in 
paifing along the ftreets of Calcutta, is a multifa<^ 
nous mixture of adventurers of every complexion, 
and from almoft every nation in the world. ^ Even 
the mercantile part of the community confifts of in- 
dividuals from almoft all tjie countries of Europe 
and Afia. ' 

The Armenians are the moft refpe£bble, and pe9^ 
haps the mofl numerous body of foreign merchants 
in this capital. '' They carry on an extenfive trade 
from China, and ihoft of the fea-ports to the eafl- 
ward, and to the weft^ as far as ithe Perfian Gulph. 
Their information froni all thefe different quartos; is 
deemed the mofl accurate and minute of any body 
of men in their profeffion. They are attentive, re- 
• gular^ 
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gular, and diligent in bufinefs ; and never think of 
departing from their line, apd indulging in diffipa- 
fion, even after a competency has been acquired. 
Their houfes are, therefore, of old (landing, and 
many of them are poffeffed of large capitals* As 
fubjefts they are perhaps the moft peaceable and 
Joyal to be found in any country ; as members of 
fociety they a^e polite and ino£fenfiye. 

When the convalefcence of his Majefty, after a 
feyere indifpofition, was publicly notified in Calcutta, 
a general expreffion of joy was made by all the inha- 
bit^iits. But the moft confpicuous and brilliant illu- 
xninations were difplayed by an Armenian merchant: 
picmk accompanied by an zGt of charity. 

liis loyalty did not efcape tbe notice of Lord Com- 
^aJUs, whp on interrogating him what particular in- 
tereft he filt in the life of his Britannic Majefty, re- 
ceived ibis reiply ; " I have, my Lord, lived under 

^ his government for near thirty years ; it has never 
injured me ; but on the contrary always afforded its 

• jproteftion : and this, with induftry on my part, has 
enabled me to accumulate a very plentiful fortune.*' 
This fpeech is not, perhaps, the moft eloquent ; but, 
I confefs, that to me it has conveyed a more advan- 
tageous idea of his underftanding, than if he had 
compofed volumes of our political fophiftry. 

When ^efe circumftances were reported to his 
Majefty by the Governor- General, the Armenian 

was 
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was prefetited with the miniature of his Sowtmga^ 
which be continued to wear till his death i and bi$ 
^n now wears it in honour of his family. 

Some of the more refpedable Armenians are com* 
ptonly invited to the public balU and entertainments 
given in Calcutta : where they invariably behave 
with all that decorum and corre£Uie& which a know- 
ledge of mankind generally produces, A few priefts 
of their perfuafion, are maintained by them, not cmly 
in affluence, but ia fome degree c^ fplendor. In 
" their fondnefs for {how and elegance^ the Armenians 
approach nearer the Engliih than any merchants 
here : they are, however, more guarded in their ex- 
pence ; for they are feldom feen difplaying their 
ecjuipage till they are fully able to defray its charge. 

The Mogul merchants are the next body of ftran* 
gers, if they ftill merit that title after fo long a refi- 
dence in this country. They hav^ thirteen different 
mercantile houfes of confiderable note, befides many 
other counting houfes of inferior importance. Some 
individuals among the Moguls* are very wealthy;, 
and are only inferior in riches to fome of the native 
Rajahs, Banians, and Shroffs : fome of thefe arc 
more opulent than the firft noblemen in England* 
A million fterling, or even half of that fum *, which 

feveral 



^ Among others are Dadee Naffir Wangee, Ramdofs, and 
Rfijah Nopkiflen. Mr John Briflow, a civil fervant ofLthe 
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feveral are laid to poffefs, yields a revenue of thret 
dmes the annual amount of any capital in Britain^ 
from the exorbitant rate of intereft at which theftf 
people lend their money. 

A Hindoo, of \vhatever forttine, ftill retains his 
narrow ideas, and parfimonious habits. His pious 
contributions, and the expences of his Zenana, are 
the greateft drains upon his income } in his drefs and 
table there is little devoted either to the purpofes ol 
elegance or magnificence. The notches, marriages^ 
and religious feftivals, feem to be exceptions from 
this remark j but thefe ceremonies are under the di- 
rection of the Brahmins ; and according to the idea^ 
which thefe fpiritual guides have formed of hi* 
wealth, muft the otter, rofe water, and other per- 
fumes, and fweetmeats be, ferved in veffels of goldy 
under a large canopy illuminated with beautifut 
luftres, to many hundreds of guefts of all ranks and 
denominations. The Hindoo on fuch occafions, is 
gratified with the appearance of a large company ) 
and deems himfelf particularly honoured by the at* 
tendance of Europeans. 

Though the Notches are intended to do honour 
to fome deity, who prefides over the feftival ; yet 
they feem of all inftituticms the leaft calculated to 

excite 



Company, is the ricbeft fubjeft in hit Majefty^s dominions j 
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may be apprehended. The fervice of the CoiApany 
has certain ideas of rank and confeqwence attached 
to it, which often produces ludicrous etfefts upon the 
intercourfe of fpciety. All perfons in civil and mili- 
tary appointments affeft a degr^ of fuperiorlty over 
fuch as are not in the fervice, which is frequently ill 
fupportcd, dther by their talents, birth, or cha- 
f after. 

At the ptiblic entertainments, rank wa$ formerly 
a matter of much greater concern at Calcutta thaii 
at St. James^'s. Here all are grafping at rank and 
fuperiority, with an eagemefs proportioned to the 
confcious want of it, and to the obfcurity of their 
former condition. ITiis has brought to the fubjefk 
fo' great an intereft, and fb much perplexity, that 
even tfhe ingenuity of the ladies^ who are commonly 
moft deeply verfant in this fcience, i$ often unable to 
unravel it. To hand a lady to table, or to her car- 
riage, is an affair which requires deep cogitation : if 
it be afpired to by a gentleman whofe rank h xxne^ 
qual to the office, inftead of paying a compliment, he 
is guilty of rudenefs, ^nd commits an unpardonable 
offence. When the ladies take the floor to dance^ 
the moft perfeO: acqtraintance with all that has ever 
been written upon heraldry, would not enable ycm 
to make a fatisfridtory arrangement either of the la- 
dies themfelves or of their partners. Hardly a meet- 
ing, formerly, concluded without laying the founda- 
tion of turmoils and grievances, more lafting and 

mors 



, INDIAN RECREATIONS. 59 

more important than the magnitude of their caufe, 
in your eyes, wiil juftjfy. . 

. Where all are nearly equal in obfcurity, and e- 
quaily deftitute of claim to rank, the arrogance and 
vanity of individuals has no defined limits to its ex- 
adlions. Wh^ere all purfue the fame objed by the 
Aunepath, there muft be frequent joftlings and coU 
JKfions of intereft pr opinion. 

Happily the good fenfe of the prefent generation 
is gradually eradicating thdfe feeds of difcord ; which 
jcould never have been fown but by perfons of little 
^nderftanding, and limited acquaintance with the 
world. 



OP 



0F THE BAHNIAIfS, AND NATIVE SERVANTS, 



Calcutta J March 1799^ 



,Among the various claffes of the mercantile part of 
the community, formerly noticed, no mention is 
made of the Jews. Few of that nation ever fettle in 
Indili) and Calcutta is perhaps the only opulent 
town that is free of them. 

The character of' the native merchants is fo com- 
pletely Jewifli, that were the moft expert of the If- 
raelites to deal with them, it is more than probable 
that he ^ould be defeated at his own weapons. 

The native Bannlans, Sarkars, and writers, carry 
on the greateft part of the retail trade of Cakutta. 
They go around hawking commodities, from morn- 
ing to night } W fearching after cheap purchafes. 
Nothing caa exceed their eagemefs for money j and 

if 
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if you are not in fome meafure a judge of the article 
you are to purchafe, you will infallibly be over- 
reached. Indeed, that low cunning, ftrat€^em, and 
deceit, which characterizes the m^ney tranfa^ons of 
perfons of narrow intelleds, applies almoft without 
exception to this clafs of the Hindoos. For once 
that an European over-reaches them, he is cheated a 
thoufiuid times. Whether you employ a Confumab 
or Sarkar, to tranfaCt bufinefs, you jnuft lay your 
account with impofition ; for although he may boaft 
of belonging to the higheft caft of his country, half 
a rupee will unfortunately often prove greater than 
the price of his hpnefty. To ov^r-reach in a bargain 
infers no difcredit among thefe men: fuch as ar^ 
noted for it obtain the appellation of. pud|^ adme, 
men of ftrong parts. 

It muft, however, be acknowledged, that what- 
ever money or goods you intruft to the care of a 
native fervant, will in general be faithfully account- 
ed for. It is in making a bargain with you, or 
purchafing goods, in your ab&nce, on your own ac- 
count, that you are fo frequently betrayed. The 
ideas I had formed of the innocence and fimplicity of 
the natives, and of the frauds, peculations, and op- 
preffions which they fuffered from the Britifh, I have 
often had occafion to cofreft ; as they bore but little 
refemblance/tQ matter of fa£t. 

With all their propenfity to cheat, the native 
ihop-keep^s generally fell their goqds on lower terms 

than 
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than you meet with in At European wftrc<*ro#B9. 
They are comnumly neither of the firft faihion, nor 
quality ; and they are jmrchafed at Vendue^ where 
they are often procured on very moderate ^ermt. 

THEitL honfe rei^t k another caide of their uiid^« 
lelling Europeans, liie (hops of the natives, tbough 
better than their houfes, xre mean and difegreeable ^ 
pxid from their fituadoh in the fommon baxart^ am 
infinitely cheaper than the larger and ^^lendid rooii^ 
\n which th^ Britifli merchant^ expofe their wares. 

HousB rent, and fervants wages, are the moft op- 
penfive parts of the charges of houfe-lgseping m Cal- 
cutta* The common articles of proviison are much 
cheaper than in Europe ; but houfe rent, dll latelf , 
has been a very exorbitant charge. Only a few 
years ago, a houfe lufficient to accommodate a gen- 
teel family, could not be procured under iix or eight 
himdred poimds a year j many were let at a larger 
fum. The extent and number of buildings pccupie4 
by mai^y of the merchants in Calcutta muft prove a 
confidcrable item in their e^nce. 

The number of fervaats neceflary in a private fe- 
mily exceeds all moderation, and I am alraud the be- 
lief of an Englifhm^m, who has not v^ted this coun* 
try. For fome time after my arrival, I lived in a pri- 
vate family, where the fervants of all defcripticms 
amounted to an hundred and iive. What is more re- 
markable, they wefse to a man all neceffiury. Tfm 

furely 



ftireiy is mo fmall inconvenience to Europeans ; but 
k is an eidl for which theit is no remedy as long aai 
the fuperftition of the natives fhall deter them from 
performing fervice beyond oiie fpecific kind of work. 
The Wages varies according to the different ftations 
they occupy j from four rupees per month, to twen- 
ty. The average paid to each man in the family^ 
juft mentioned^ cannot be )eh than fix rupees^ which 
amounts to near ieren hundred a year. 

This added to die faoufe rent^ and the incidental 
charges of a family, will raife its expenditure to 
three, font, and five thotifand rupees a year, accord^ 
ing to its number. Nor is this exprace to be afcriS^d 
lo the ^Etnivagant ideas imbibed in this country, or 
to the gratification of vanity, a plant of rank growth 
ki Bengal ^ but is aUblutely incurred by many fober 
families, who have remamed untsuntpd by any of 
1^ kmrdenfome and toftly follies of fafhionable life. 

Whers the&a^e foUoimt, they cosi&itute, in this 
ws^m dimate, the mofl hborious of all pucfuits ; and 
cannot be.indulged without an expence, double, perf 
haps treble the amount above dated. 

The extrafvagMl rtte of h^vfis rW fuggefled & 
Qiecttlation which has^ perhapsi, is hr as poffible re« 
duced that charge. Piirchalmg ground^ and houfe^ 
building became for a while a favourite fchenle of 
proprietors in Calcutta; but while the number of 
Europeans remains comparatively few, this ^iQciiia-, 

tion 
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tion may cafily be carried too far. The number of 
houfes is at prefent fully adequate to the accommo-^ 
dation of the people ; yet buildiiig goes forward' 
with a rapidity which inuft foon prove its own 

checj^. 

Bricks, inortar, and wood, are by ho mean? 
fcarce in Bengal ; yet the money funk in building a 
houfe, is always great in proportion to its fize and 
accommodation. The number of natives employed, 
&nd the flowiiefs of their operations, is necefiarily at- 
tended with this confequence. Befides, houfes in 
India are always a periihable commodity, and incon-t 
ftant need of repairs. This may partly be owing to 
the heavy rains, and ftorms of wind ; but it is chiefly 
to be afcribed to the deftruftire intruficms of the 
white ants *. Thefe animals make their way in gi'eat* 
numbers into^ every place where there is moifture^ 
and form habitations in the heart of the hardeft 
beams and planks. So deftruftive are they in their 
operations, that every beam in a houfe may be cdm^ 
pletely deftroyed, while outwardly it may appear per^ 
fedly found. 

From thefe circumftances, and the great interest 
of money, the rent of a houfe muft in Bengal Bfear 
double the proportion to the capital funk in building 
it, that is requiQte in Europe, to render houfe-build* 

ing 
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ing a profitable fpecularion. Hence rent in Calcutta 
ftill continues high, and will probably remain fo. 

One comfortable circumftance in the ftrufture of 
the houfes of Europeans, is their exemption from the 
accident of fire. Only a fmall portion'of wood en- 
ters into the materials ; for the partition walls, as 
well as the flat roofs are chiefly conftrufted of brick 
and mprtar. This lafl: article, under the denomina* 
tion of Chunam^ the natives have brought to great 
perfeftioni 

Amidst that fecurity iftom fire, enjoyed by Euro- 
ropean families, the native inhabitants are fiibje£t to 
dreadful alarms and danger from that element. The 
great bulk of theii- huts are conftrufted of a kind of 
baflcet work, made of fplit bambbos or reeds. This 
ilender and combuftible fabric, the Hindoo neatly 
covers in alight thatched roof; and in this humble 
tenement^ he, his wife, and numerous children re- 
fide> vnth a degree of cleahlinefs and comfort, whith 
would gratify your humanity, as completely as ii 
mocks the toils of the ambitious. 

These manfions of contentment are regularly 
threatened, or dfeftfoyed by fire every dry feaibn. 
On travelling through the town you may fometinies 
fee wholet^ftreets fmoking in afhes^ and thoufands of 
inhabitants bufy in carrying off their little moveable 
property. You are not, hgwiever, to fuppofe that 
ihis fcene proves equally calamitous as fimilar ones 

I in 
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ki Europe. Here property is fmall, and in gefierat 
eafily fecured : the habitations are flender, and 
therefore eafily rebuilt. For one or two ropces, the 
Hindoo is reinftated in a dwdling with equal com- 
fort after, as before an accident, which generally 
reduces an European family to beggary during the 
reft of their days. The inconvenience of deeping in 
the open air for a few nights, from choice or ne- 
ceffity, has to the Hindoo become fo famifiar, that it 
iinds no place in the lift of his misfortunes. Thus 
does the ftream of human happinefs diffufe itfelf in a 
more equable tenor than we often imagine : and the 
poet^s obfervation is as completely verified in its figu- 
rative and moral, as it is in its natural application ^ 

Celsi graviori tafu^ 
Decidunt turns. 

The great are expofcd to many real, and more 
imaginary evils ; the wealthy offer a broad mark to 
adverfity ; while many of the rudcft ftrokes of for- 
tune either reach not the humble dwellings of the 
poor, or make on them' but a flight and temporary 
impreflion. 

In proof of what is here afferted, I have ob^ved 
in the provinces of Oudc, feveral hundred cottages 
demolifhed by the fwelling of the Ganges and Jum- 
na, and, though on the fpot, never heard a com- 
plaint } nor indeed beheld a fcene of real mifery. 
In the beginning of September 1798, the Ganges 

broke 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 67 

broke over its bank, and deftroyed feveral hundreds 
of mud-houfes. This unavoidably happens as often 
as even ftagnated water reaches the walls, as from the 
nature of this fubftjmce they crumble down, and the 
roof falls in. The inhabitants remain lb long as 
with fafety they dare, and when ihat cannot longer 
be done, they refort to the neareft height and con- 
ftruft a temporary fhed^of the old roof and materials 
of their former dwellinjg, 

I have feen them fitting fmoking their hookers, 
in a houfe three feet covered with water ; the fire- 
wood of the family was piled up on the floor, and 
upon the top of it the membjprs fat without any vi- 
fible fuffering or concern. The River is a munifi- 
cent god J they jepofe in ks mercy y — pof&hlj their 
faith and piety would be gratified by being carried 
down in its ftream. 



rSTA- 



Establishments for education in Calcutta. 



Calcutta^ yan. 1797. 



The maintenance and education of the children be- 
longing to Europeans in India, have on account of 
their increafing number, become objeds of great im- 
portance. Nearly half a century has already elapfed 
fmce the power of the Britifli arms has been eft a- 
blifhed in Bengal ; and the influx of European inha- 
bitants has ever fmce kept pace with the increafe of 
power, and the profpeQ: of acquiring wealth. In 
the fervice of the Company, and in the profecution 
of private adventures, opportunity has; been oflFered 
to many of accumulating fortunes ; but the country 
has been the grave of many more. 

Europeans in India, whether they live to become 
rich, or die poor, from their own diflblute habits, 
and the unhappy frailty of the Mahommedan women, 

gene. 
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generally leave a numerous progeny behind them. 
In every cafe where the parent is poor, the main- 
tenance of his children becomes, whether they live 
or die, a public charge upon the community. 

Did not the exercife of their benevolence in fome 
meafure cover a multitude of faults, the Europeans 
of India muft have long fince been condemned to 
behold fcencs of the utmoft diftrefs iii the fituation 
of orphans, and the children of the poor ; precluded \ 
from any rank and employment in European fociety, 
and abandoned by the natives, they feemed to be the 
moft deftitute of all beings. 

In this light they were viewed by feveral perfons, 
who have done honour to themfelves and their coun- 
try, by eftablifliing fchools for the maintenance and 
education of the orphan children of the military fer- 
vants of the Company. Two inftitutions have been 
formed for this purpofe ; one for the children of of- 
ficers, and the other for thofe of private foldiers. 
Each is provided with teachers of both fences ; quali- 
fied to inftruft the children in fuch branches of 
knowledge and induftry, as feem fitted for their rank 
and profpeds in fociety* The fund for the fupport 
of thefe inftitutions, is fupplied by a fixed contribu- 
tion raifed from the military, and by the donations 
of fuch perfons as wifli to forward the aims of bene- 
volence. 

Thjj 
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The children of fuch as have died, or of fu^h as 
are evidently poor, are only admitted gratuitoufly into 
this fchool ; but any officer may, for a reafonable 
fum, have his children educated there : and it U the 
moft eligible place in India ; for during a period of 
twenty years, the management and fup^rintendance 
of this femmary of education have been as faithful 
and as diligent as its inftitution was benevolent. A- 
bout fix" or feven hundred children are maintained 
and educated by this ufeful charity. The only thing 
wanting to complete its purpofe feems to b^ fuitable 
employment for the youth of both fexes, after they, 
have finiflied their education. There has not hi- 
therto been in India any middle clafs of Ibciety, be^ 
tween the Europeans and natives, and of confer 
quence few employments open for them to qpcupy* 

This want of employment for country-bom chi|* 
dren has already been f^verely felt ; and is every day 
becoming more urgent from the increafe of the^r 
number. Befides the two inftitutions already mei^-* 
tioned, there are feven or eight others for the educa? 
tion of boys ; and nearly an equal n\Mnber for girls. 
If, in the orphan fchools., all the intereft of the heads 
of the army and of the managers, is imable to pro- 
cure employment for the youth educated there, the 
difficulty is much greater in private feminaries, where 
this can only devolve upon individuals. For the fet- 
tlement of their pupils in ufeful profeflions, neither 
parents nor maflers have yet been able to devife any 
adequate means. ^ • 
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Accordingly almoft all the fchqols in Calcutta 
for either fex, are continuing to increafe in the num- 
ber of pupils, and in the difficulty of providing for 
theiTii This difficulty is increafcd by the manner in 
which female education is conducted in Calcutta, 
From a partiality as unaccountable as it is ill found- 
ed, the girls are fplendidly educated in boarding- 
ing fchools, where tbey are taught to dance with 
eafe, and to drefs with fome degree of elegance, but- 
much more affeftation. Thefe accomplifhments, fu- 
perficial as they are, contain nearly the whole a- 
mount of their attainments at the boarding-fchool. 

On their public nights, when they dance and fee 
company, none of the boys of their own rank, by 
Krth and fortiine, are admitted. Thefe are the only 
pepfons, with whom nature feems to have intended 
they Ibould unite, and Kve happily ; but the preju- 
dices of Calcutta counteraft her purple, and ex- 
clude them from their fodety as beings of an infe- 
rior clafs. Young officers in the army, or civil fer- 
vants of the Company, are alone deemed fit com- 
panions ; and from the contemptible ideas they in 
general entertain of the whole race of country-bom 
women^ they are the moft dangerous companions 
with whom they can affociate. 

But female vanity bids defiance to all thefe confi- 
derations ; and many young men of rank, and high 
expe&ations, have been unable to refift its artifices, 
aided by the ftratagems of the miftrefs of the fchool. 

Mar- 
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Marriages of this kind have not been unfrequ^t j 
but they are always unhappy. With regard to th^ 
parties themfelves, they are either excluded from fo^ 
ciety, or admitted with fuch caution and ceremonious 
refeive, as mud continually put them in mind of 
their degradation. The confequence of fuch matches 
to connexions in Europe are equally diftrefling% 
Parents, in particular, imagine their children loft or 
thrown away by fuch marriages : they have brought 
many a grey head with forrow to the grave* » 

Few females of colour, in proportion to their num- 
ber, can be difpofed of in this manner. To educate 
them, therefore j exprefsly with fuch views, entirely 
precludes every hope of uniting them with their e- 
quals, or their own clafs. It never foils to produce 
a train of ideas and expeftations in the female breaft, 
of which the difappointment, is mifery j and their 
completion, ruin. 

No perfon of refledtion can enter the niimeroirs 
boarding-fchools in Calcutta, without feeling the 
moft melancholy forebodings regarding the fate of fo 
many young perfons. To behold fo many of the 
rifing generation immured within their walls with 
hardly any probability of making a fafe or honour- 
able retreat, is certainly diftreffing : becaufe it com- 
pels your imagination to anticipate the fad alterna- 
tive before many of them, that of living in a ftate of 
want and difappointmicnt, or of fubfifting by means 
fatal to happinefs and reputation. 

B5« 
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Sesides thefe foundations^ there are fotae others 
of inferior note, equally laudable, eftablifhed, and 
maintained by the munificence of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta. A ^ free-fchofol which educates neat two 
hundred children, under the management of the 
veftry, is, in part, fiippoited by voluntary contribu* 
tions only. Two lacks of rupees were originally de- 
voted to the education of the children of the poor. 
The intereil o^ that fum continues ftill to be applied 
for that purpofe : another fchool, however, nearly 
equally numerous has been added to this* upon a 
fund raifed merely by cafual benefactions. An ora- 
torio has of late been perforpied annually to aid its 
funds^ which promifes a^ confiderable fupply of re- 
venue. 

To thefe inflitutions, fo creditable to the humanity 
and benevolence pf the inhabitant^ of Calcutta, the 
native hofpital muil be added. This infltitution is 
alfo fupported by voluntary contribution ; and was 
contrived for the relief of fuch natives, as from acci- 
dents or difeafe, mi^ht want medical aid. Thoufands, 
in fo populous a place, mud be in want 6f afBftance, 
while they are too indigent to obtain it on any other 
footing than the charity o[ Europeans. And it is 
highly to the honour of our countrymen, that they 
have devifed and fupported a fcheme of relief for 
difeafe and indigence, which, as far as I can tear% 
has never been fuggefted by the humanity of their 
native monarchs. There were hofpitals for dog^, 

K catsV 
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cat«. Irons, and fereral other anitnab, bat nolle fo* 



men. 



The medicat gentfemen in Calcutta are frequent- 
if applied to in private by the natires, for advice k 
their sdhnents, and if really in pain, the di£hites of 
nature prevail againft the bigotry of fiiperftitfon ; for 
they generally take their medicines^, inffoteof the 
prohibitions of their religion. 

The confidence which the natives, in every trying 
occafion, put in the faperibr fldll of Europeans, a- 
mounts almoft of itfetf to a confutation of thofe per- 
fons, Vfho^ without any means of knowledge, ate 
conftantly holding Up their attainments as fupmor to 
every thing known in Europe. 

A very expenfivi^ eftabfifhmetit for the educatioiir 
of the junior fervants of the Company, has hrtdy 
been inftkoted; but as it is for bujtnefij and not edu^ 
catiorty that thefe gentlemen are fent to India, it is dif- 
ficult to forefee any benefit that wiH eyer refult from 
this meafure. Inftrudion in the native dialb^ is ht 
general all that is neceflary to qualify them for the 
exercife of their duty, and this they have hitherto 
received from Mbonftees at the fpare hours that are 
not emptoyed in their cRfferent vocations. The praftice 
of their profeffional duty of itfelf greatly affifted 
them in acquiring the language of the natives ^ 
while it prevented the lofs o( feveral years, Md ar 

great 
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grqit €xpence, which is incurred at this diffolutef fe- 
rninary. 

India has not hitherto improved the affiduity of 
EuropcaBS in the purfuit of literature: and there 
are at prefcnt in that country btlt few men adequately 
qualified to fill a profeilional chair. Young men, 
therefore, from Europe mufl deem their time ill 
fpent if compelled to hear ledures from profeflbrs 
but indi£ferently qualified to be teachers of a pariA 
fchool. 

TjHE conqueft of the Myfore was fome how con- 
nefted with this inftitutipn, an event which it was 
deflined to commemorate: yet brilliant as the execu*' 
tiui of that enteiprize certainly was, it was concerted 
without any regard to time, or fuppSes of proviiions, 
a circumftance wh^h had nearly fruftrated the bra- 
ireryofpurarmy*. 



T«fi 



^ Sinct writing the dbove, tl)« Court of DireAors hupt 
«bolifiied tbts College; the moft expenfive ereAaoo whifb 
Inanity or folly had ever s&ade spoa their treafury. 



:yH? EFfECTS Of A HOT CLIMAT^ ON EU^PEANS. 



Calcutta y Dec. 1796* 

The climate of almoft every intra-tropical region is 
imfevourable to European eonftitudons. Thofe flat 
countries where moifture is combined with heat, are 
unexceptionably more injurious to health than fuch 
as are dry. Hence the climate of Batavia has long 
proved one of the mod fatally pernicious ever vifited 
by Europeans* 

Calcutta was at firft deemed hardly lefs dje- 
ftruftive than Batavia^i Its fituation furrouhded by 
a flat and marfliy country, y^as produdive of the 
feme eflFefts. The vicinity has lince been cleared 
coniiderably of trees and jungle ; and fome of the 
more ofenfive marfhes have been drained; much, 
however, ftill muft be done, before it can merit the 
p^iarader of a healthy town. 

Euro* 
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EuROPliANS are now however much better ac- 
quainted with the means of counterafting the eflfefts 
of a bad climate than formerly. Regularity of liv- 
ing, and temperance, are much more prevalent a- 
mong the prefent inhabitants, than the firft adven- 
turers. It was not uncommon for his acquaintances, 
when a friend had laid in a frefli ftock of wines, to 
meet in his houfe at dinner, in order to give their 
judgment of its quality ; and on thefe occafions, per- 
haps, the whole cheft of claret was cgnfumed at one 
fcderunt. The confequences were often fo fatal, that 
the next meeting of this focial crew was not unfre- 
quently to witnefs the funeral of one of their com-p 

panions. 

'' ' ■ 

The perfection to which the medical art has ar- 
rived by longer experience, has alfo had a happy ef^- 
ifefl: in preferving the lives of many Europeans. The 
difeafes of the country are now well underftood by 
almoft every praftitioner ; the praftice is fimple and 
decifive. Fevers, and the whole train of bilious 
complaints, are more eflGicacioufly treated, or at leaft 
yield more certainly to their prefcriptions than any 
let of difeafes equally malignant do in Britain. Were 
fever as dangerous here as in Europe, its frequency 
would prove fatal almoft to every inhabitant before 
tefiding twelve months in the country. 

Whatever be the exciting caufe of bile* ; whe- 
ther accelerated circulation from the heat of the cii- 
mate, or relaxation from the fame caufe, its excefs is 
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in general the origo maJL It produces fever, djkA'* 
tery» with a long train of nervous and paralytic dxfiMv 
ders ; every ftage of which has a peculiar and aj^ro- 
priate treatment, which is foon acquired, and pretty 
uniformly followed by every pra^itioner : and there 
is perhaps no part of the world where the profeffioii 
can boaft of an equal number of cures ; or at lead 
of relief lb uniformly foUoTjring its prefcripttons. 

After all, however, the climate. of India proves a 
fevere trial to every European conftitution ; mxnf 
fall a facrifice to its iirfl: attacks ; many more linger 
on in a Hate of increafmg debility, and painful 
difeafe, which reduces them to a ftate more re- 
fembling ghofts than men j the remainder who for 
years contmue to combat its influence, fkiding. that 
they alfo are at laft to be worfted in the conflid, are 
glad to retreat to Europe, there to eke put, or t^ 
hufband the remains of life* 

A fallow and livid complexion is fo univerfal ia, 
Bengal, that when you behold a face of the rofeate 
hue, yoU can pronounce that its owner is newly ar- 
rived, nearly with as much certainty asif you heard 
that part of his hiftory from his own mouth. Even 
in the ordinary health of perfons not fuppofed to be 
materially injured by the climate, they are capable of 
little exertion or fatigue : in the hot feafon ot hardly 
giry at all. It is not uncommon to find, at that pe- 
riod, the whole officers of a battalion, except one or 

two. 



hlr0, kidafiable of doing doty ; and this i^khout ex^ 
^aordkiafy or alavmkig complamt. 

Th£ fair fex are afano^ equally liable with the 
mea to fuffer by the climate. Their regularity is 
often more uniform, and their expofure to the wea* 
ther left frequent, yet there is hardly a fmgle female 
complexibn in Bengal that retains the bloom of 
health. Beauty in every country is^ a fading flower ; 
here it is aimoft ephemeral ; for you feldom behold 
it a fingle feafon without fuffering much depredation, 
perhaps a total decay. 

Fo«^MERLY female adventurers in India were few; 
but highly fuccefsftil. Emboldened by this fuccefs, 
and coutttenaneed by their example, fuch numberf 
have embarked in this fpeculation as thr^ten to de* 
feat its purpofe* The irregularities of our Govem«» 
ment, which formerly afforded aA opportunity to 
fome of rapidly accumulating wealth, and enabled 
them to marry, are now done away; Few, in com- 
parifon, now find themfelves in circumitances that 
invite to matrimonial engagements ; hence a number 
of unfortunate females are feen wandering for years 
in a lingle and uhconnefted ftate. Some are annually 
^forced to abandon the forlorn hope ; and return to 
Europe, after the lofs of beauty, too frequently their 
only property. It is greatly to be wiflied that the 
Cape of Good Hope may as effedually revive the 
fpirits of thcfe ill-fitted adventurers, as, from its 
name, we muft believe it did thofe of its firft difco- 

verer^. 
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vcrers. If in future times it realize their almoU 
vanifhed profpefts, it muft be regarded as a valuable 
ilation ; for it will prevent a part of the fpecies i'om; 
fuffering, dn their return, a mortification the more 
peculiarl]r grievous, iiuce it commands no man's 

Perhaps there art few even of thofe who find 
every rfeafonablc hqpe that they had forped of India 
gratified, that do not inwardly regret having aban- 
doned their native land: the ^candid, on fumming 
up the whole account, feem to acknowledge that the 
meafure has neither added to the number of real 
enjoyments, nor increafed their virtue: they find 
when the fcene of life draws to a clofe, and the cur^ 
tain is ready to drop, that it might probably have 
met with a lefs chequered, but equally happy termi- 
nation, by a lefs troublefome and circuitous route. 

If this prove the cafe with fuch as meet with em- 
ployments, or lucrative appointments in this country; 
thofe unfortunate young men who rifk fo Icnig jt 
voyage without any fpecific views, or particular pro- 
feffion, are in a fituation much to \>e commiferated. 
Under mental uneafinefs, and the pain of difappoint- 
ment, difeafes in a warm climate are all aggravated, 
and more certainly fatal. Thus has many a pro- 
mifing youth fallen a facrifiGe to unfubftantial hopes, 
and difappointed ambition : many a ufeful and eii- 
terprifing fubjeft has been loft toahe State from the 
falfe notions entertained at home with regard to the 

opu- 
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©pulence of India ; and the golden dreams which 

%norance has indulged regarding its trade. 

•» - . * ' ' . 

The great military atchievements which have 
been performed, as well as the fortunes that have 
been made by fome individuals in this country, 
make a powerful impreiEon on the minds of young 
men. Long before they have finiflied their educa- 
tion at fchool, their imaginations are affefted ^y 
the mania of going to India, and of their ading 
their part m all the brave and romantic adventures 
of a Coot, a Lawrence, or a Clive. The fpirit of 
adventure is kept remarkably aftive in Scotland, 
ixrhere all receive fome education, ahd where the 
eyes of the community are fo often called to be- 
hold fuccefsful examples of thofe who have finifhed 
iheir career of Afiatic enterprife. 

Without attempting to eradicate this ufeful bias 
in the minds of our youth, it is much to be wifli- 
cd that it were oftener guided by men of experience ; 
for y^ithout being attached to fome department of 
the fervice, or educated to fome profeffion, there is 
hardly any rational hope of fuccefs in India. Here 
all the inferior departments of clerks, and overfeers, 
are neceflarily filled by natives, and it is by thofe 
gradations that in Europe young men rife to opu-- 
lence in the commercial world. Diftant as this 
country is from the feat of Government, and ftrift- 
ly as all outlets to it are guarded, there are perhaps 
ten Europeans in every department, for one that can 

L ob 
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obtain pr$^table empbyment ; an4 of the great bb^ 
]eSt in migradon, that of making a fortimcy there 
are more than an hundred to one unfuccelsful in 
the purfuit. 

Of late the comsierml pro^ptiity and wealth of 
'Bnkaan has fo much incrcafed, that in future the 
wealthy part of our c^nmunity will not be found a- 
moQg thde who have returned from abroad, but 
among that portim who hare reipained in their na« 
|iyc coujitry. 



OF 
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Calcutta^ Dec. 1797/ 

THte ftatd df fodety and <rf g;dvernmefit lA feve^y 
country of Europe, threw the inhiibitants intp a fimi-^ 
lar fituation ifrith regard to rank : thetc the whole! 
tx)mmunity confifted, during the fetidal periods, of 
licentious chieftams who overawed the fbvereign, and 
kept the people In a ftate of flavery. The priefthood 
was the only order t*hofe rights and rank Were fe^ 
fj^efted, in thdfe ages of fuperflition and anarchy. 

fevERY circumftaflce feefns to prove that the Hin- 
doos were, in a reniote period, tiearly in the fame 
ftate. The diflferent diftrifts, originally governed by 
independent princes, were gradually brought to fub- 
mit to an emperor whofe dotniniens were,circum- 
fcribed by the natiiral boundaries of the country. In 
this fituation of affairs there were feveral kings of 

ipreat 
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great rajahs, vho were tributary to tie emperof J 
and' other inferior rajahs who paid tribute to theii^ 
refpeftive fuperiors, and who, when fummoned inta 
the field, attended them with a number of men pro- 
portioned to the extent^ their poffeffions *. 

The far greater part of the lands of Hindoftan 
were held by this military tenure ; but as in Europe,, 
fo here, there were others appropriated to the church, 
and to charijtabie purpofes : we find too, in many 
parts, certain commons attached to diflferent villages, 
which were cultivated by the joint labour of the in- 
habitants, or paftured by their cattje in common. 

The ryots, or aftual cultivators of the foil, are 
ftill in the fame fituation here which they were in a- 
mong the ancient Romans, adfcripti gleba^ a fort of. 
appendage to the land, and fold along with it. This 
was the cafe in England as, late as the time of King, 
John, when it was ftipulated by one of th^e- provi- 
fion^ of the boafted Magna Charta, that on reftoring 
to a ward his eftates after his minority, they fhould 
be delivered^«^ vq/io. hominum vel rerum *. 



U 



* Vid. Skctclics of the manaers and cuftoms of the Hindoos. 

* Though the natives are iiot pofitiveiy fold with an eftate^ 
they inu(l» from the nature of their fituation, change maners 
alpDg with \t4 
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In thia country, the ryots have hardly any fecure 
leafes } they were allowed, a certain portion of the 
crop to mamtaih their families and their cattle ; bu€ 
feem not to have been entrufted with the feed for 
next feafon, that bemg furniflied by the proprietor. 
The proportion of produce allowed the peafent muft, 
according to the foil, have always been very diffe- 
rent. Ihe barrennefs of the lands, the difficulty of 
cultivation, and the failure or abundance of a crop,, 
always affeft the portion left to the hufbandman. 

In countries plentifully fuppUed vt^h. water, the 
labour of the hufbandman is diminiflied, while his 
crops arc more abundant ; but on the coaft of Goro- 
mandel, whera the foil is thin and fandy, and the 
water fcarce, greater exertion is required ; and the 
recompense is much lefs conAderable. From the 
circumftance of there being no leafe ftridly adhered 
to, the condition ok the peafant is nearly the fame, 
whatever be the prpduce of his labour : he is univer- 
fally poor. His houfe, clothing, and implements of 
every kind, frequently do not amount to the value of 
a pound fterling. Uiiiverfal poverty and nakednefs 
is the chara£teriftic of nine tenths of all the people, 
not Britiih fubjefts, in Hindoftan ; but you muft not 
conclude that this is accompanied with the fame de- 
gree of fuffering and wretchednefs that would be felt 
in a fimilar ftate of indigence in Europe. Their wants 
are here few : clothing is hardly neceffary for eight 
nionthsjDf the year : drink is unknown beyond the 
fimple beverage of water j and the fimplicity of 

their 
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their food enables them to fbbfift on Vegetables, 
which are plenty, unih a (mA\ portion of grain* Ait 
Hindoo feelr himfelf rotnfortid>Ie on the (aine fai^ 
on which an Ei^liflunan would la^gu^ and ftarVe* 

Such are the ranks of the people as far as they 
ieem to be influenced by govemmmt ; but the pre** 
valence of fuperftition has moulded their fociety into 
a more complex and artificial fyfteoi. According to 
its injunctions, the Hindoos are divided into four 
cafts ; the Brahmins, the Katry, the Bhyfe, and the 
Sodera. Befi^es thefe cafts^ now w^U known in 
Europe, there are a very confiderable numbar whidh 
belong to neither, which, in the language of the 
^ country, are called Chandaiahs, or Psudahs, and con^ 

fifl: of thole who have been outcafts front all the 
ranks, on account of their own, or fprdathers de^ 
linquency ; for by the rigid difcipline of the Brah- 
mins, fms are vifited to greater extent thsm to the 
third or fourth generation. 

The fentence of excommunicatton is here more 
terrible than death : the perfon lying under it is 
deemed polluted, and if tOKched by another it renders 
him alfo unclean, till he has wafted, and purified his 
perfon and his garments* The perfon, therefore, is 
not only excluded from fociety, but he cannot enter 
a temple, or be prefent at any religious ceremony j 
he is rendered incapable of any office, and the confe- 
quences of this terrible doom are fuppofed to extend 
to another life. ^ 

' . • The 
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The rank of the diflFerent cafts is not only laid 
down in the vedahs, or facred books of the Hindoos, 
but their dirties are prefcribed there with fome pre- 
cifion. ^ The duty of the Brahmins is peace, felf- 
reftraint, patience, reftitude, wifdom, and learning. 
Tbofe of the Katry, or military caft, are bravery, 
glory, not to flee from the field, rectitude, genero- 
fity, and princely condud. The natural duty of 
the Bhyfe, is to cultivate the land, to tend the cat- 
tle, to buy acid fell. The natural duty of the Sor- 
dera i^ fcryitude *." This facred volume proceeded 
from Brimha, one of the three f childresn of Brahma, 
the fupreme Bdng. The Saftras and Pouranahs are 
commentaries upon thefe, and like the traditions of 
the }eyf$ and of the Romiih ^rcb, of very high 
authorily, but npt equally holy, nor binding upoqt 
condud'. 

The Brahmins alone are permitted to read and 
explain the vedahs ; the other clafTes would incur 
inexpiable guilt by infpefting them : the Katry tribe 
is alone allowed to hear them j the Pouranahs are 
deemed fufEciently facred to be liftened to by vulgar 
ear€ : evei^ to hear the iqriptures read is deemed too 
great a privilege for the degraded race of Sord^ras, 

As if thefe reftriftions were, infufBcienf , every pro- 
frflion and art has a diftind rank and flation afligned 

. '\ 

* Vide Bhagvat G«eta. 

-I* Tbe other two tre Vifhnu and Sli^a. 
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it, from which its profeffors can never emerge, n<ir 
can they change their hereditary employmentfer any 
other. Hence there are nearly an hundred * fubor- 
dinate tribes in the fociety of natives here, which do 
not intermarry nor aflbciate except with their own 
peers. There is in Calcutta, I am told, a native f 
who is employed in drawing an individual of each 
rfafs occupied in his profefEonal labour. 

The Brahmins who have entailed thcfc reftricf 
tions on the reft of fociety, are themfelves under 
great reftraint wijh regard to the articles of food. 
Rice, milk, and ghee wi^h fpices, are the moft cour 
fiderable articles of their diet ; for they are prohi- 
bited from (bedding blood, or eating any thing that 
kas had life : milk as coming from the cow is deem- 
ed the pureft food ; and for this clafs of animals 
we have had frequent opportunity to witnefs their 
veneration. - ^ 

A fimilar religioui^ prejudice for the ox obtained 
among the Egyptians, Phenicians, Athenians, and 
other nations ; perhaps it was originally derived 
from the Eaft, which appears to have been the great 
mint of fuperftition to the feft of the world. There 
are fome even of our own divines, who have attempt- 
ed to draw an analogy between our theological fyf- 

tem 

* Vide de la Croze, Hift. du Chrift. des Inde$. 
t Mr Solvins, whofe work is nearly conopleted. 
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tern and' thefe ancient fables ; an attempt etjually 
fruitlefs and foolifh. What confirmation, for ex- 
ample, or illuftration of the doctrine of the Trinity 
can there be derived from there being three principal 
Hindu divinities, Brimha, Vifhnu, and Sheya? of 
becaufe thefe deities have undergone feveral incarna- 
tions for the inftruflion and regeneration of man-^ 
kind, does that give any greater credibility to our fyf- 
tem ? yet our zealots * have attempted this, without 
feeming to be aware of the tendency of their pur- 
fuiti To prove that our Faith is fimilar to^^or de- 
rived from that of the Hindoos, is, vce truft, impof- 
fible ; if it were otherwife, the fyftem of both- coun- 
tries would feem to refl: upon the fame foundation. 

Though the Brahmins coiiftitute the higheft claft 
from which the priefts are taken, yet the whole of 
that order do not officiate in facred ceremonies ; the 
priefts among the Jews were indeed of the tribe of 
Levi, but all the Levites were not priefts. Th^ 
Brahmins, accordingly, who are not in the prieft- 
hood, may affume other employments, but are not 
allowed to engage as menial fervants^ They become 
fecretaries to perfons of high rank, or clerks to 
bankers and merchants. Some bear arms; but. 
even in that fituation they obferve all the reftri£tion$ 
incumbent upon their order^ and receive a fuperior 
^ M de- 



* Vide Morice^s Inct. Antiquities. 



ckgiiee of r^fp^Q: firojgi all the odwa- cafts, but oot 
e^nal tcr ib&t coaferfed upon the actual priefts. 

Thqse m ^ immediate fervice of the ahar^ con- 
fine tlfeemfel^es to the performance of reKgious cere- 
iQ^kfi) tx> ftudy* 2ind to the edacation of yooth- 
Ffom the great partiality to their caft, which evidaatly 
pervade thefe lavs, it i$ probable that they were 
di!^wn up by tbemfelves. They claim a fuperkw 
rmh to prioce$ ^ for though a Rajah will receive 
and tafte, with refpeft, food that has been pa-epared 
by a Brahmin, the latter dare not tafte any thing 
that h^ been touched by the former. 

The fame iniquitous diftindion of perfons, that 
pervaded the Gothic lyftem of laws, is ohfervable 
m the, Hindoo code ; *^ If a Brahmin,'* fiiys the 
law, ^ conwnit a crime deferving a capital punifb* 
menu the magistrate fbaU fentence him to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. There {& no crime fo great 
as that of murderii^ a Brahmin ; and therefore 
no magHlrate fhall ever devife the death of one i 
aof cut oflf any of his Kmbs. If a Sordera give 
much and frequent trouble to a Brahmin, the ma* 
gtftrate fliall put him to death/* In matters of 
precedence, and giving place on the road, all are 
obliged U> yield to a Brahmin. 

The next order to this is the Khaflitria, or 
Katry, and upon this caft the funftions of royalty 
are devolved* The authority, and the poffeffioils 

of 



INDIAN &£CB.EATIONS; 9I 

dS fta}ahs are^ m^ with princes in £aiv>pe, ^eredi- 
taiy ; ddccndiHig in the line of Jegirimate ttiale* 
^imogdiitHre: bnt this es^teads only to the firit 
^iegreej fe# in de£srait of a fon, the prince may 
fct afide every iotl^T rciadSon, and adopt a fbccefl 
for; who, froni the period of z&optixm^ obtaint 
the rights and appellation of 'his fon *. The 
younger branches of a Rajah's family ferve in the 
prmy, and hold lands by a feudal tenure. 

All commercial tranfaftions arc committed to 
the Bhyfe, or Bannian caft, who fometimes pof- 
fefs individually immenfe wealth. The Sordera 
?ribe, which is, by far, more numerous than all 
the reft, comprifes the artifans, and labourers of 
every defcription. The great defideratum in Eu- , 
rbpean fociety feems to be a proper means of 
fecuring happinefs and contentment with their lot 
to the labouring poor. This chef cP ceuvre of 
government feems to be fecured here by the in- 
fluence of religion. By this the Sordera is taught 
to believe that he is placed in this his ftation 
by way of trial ; or on account of offences com- 
mitted in a previous ftate ; that by refignation and 
and piety he will enjoy greater happinefs in a fub- 
fequent life, and in another world. 

Hence 

* An inftance of this has juft happened to the Nabob Vi' 
zicrof Oudc. 



9* 
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Hence the attachment of a Hindoo to his rank 
and ftation is equal to that he has for religion itfelf. 
This is frequently difplayed by the meaneft clafles 
that engage in the European fervice : a feapoy, or a 
bearer is as obftinately obfervant of the cuftoms of 
his order as a Brahmin ; while in Europe the fame 
clafs imitat^ their betters. 



Ecc;-^- 



KCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 



Calcutta^ Dec. ijg^, s 

The perfecuting fpkft, and religious bigotry, whicl^ 
charaderifed the firft European adventurers in A- 
jnerica, have tamifhed the luftre of all their atchieve- 
ments^ and branded their condudt with a degree of 
ilifamy, which their acknowledged bravery and mi- 
litary talents have never been able to obliterate. Hap- 
pily for the inhabitants of Afia, that fervor of zeal, 
which devoured every thing that oppofed it, like a 
confuming fire, had either fubfided, or been temper- 
ed by knowledge, before any nation of Europe had 
obtained confiderable territorial pofleflions in this 
populous country. Had the fuperftitious Hindoo^ 
fallen under the military teaching of any European 
nation at that intolerant period, it is hard to coi^- 
jefture to what length perfecution might have been 
fanied. The attachment of the natives to thfir fu^ 
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perftitious rites, is exceffive ; and can only be foF^ 
paffed by the obftinate bigotry with which every Eu- 
ropean of that age enforced the tenets of his taitU 
upon the ill* fated utibeljever. 

Equal havoql;; and deftrufUon would in all pro^ 
bability have marked thfc progrefs of the Portuguei« 
j^rms, as that of the Spaniards in the new world j 
for the former, as well as the latter people, were ac- 
tuated by a zeal incompatible with all the forbear- 
ance of oppofite opinions. The lapfe of two cen« 
tunes has brought about a change in the fentiments 
pf E^I-opeanls, io covnplete, fts to approach the oppo- 
fite extreme of indiflference : a ftate which is, per- 
haps, neither more rational, nor |efs dangerous to 
public virtue, than teKgious brgotly. 

An exceffive ardour iti t^e accuiruilation of w^lth 
has fucceeded to this reKgious fervot, and h*s fre- 
quently difplayed itfeJf equally powerful in <ieft«>y- 
ing fentiments of virtue and hutnihiity, as ihe moft 
intemperate ieal in diffeminathig fenatical opinioliis. 
ITie ntercatitile jealoufy of the Dtitd^ nt Attiboyna, 
{hoiiib forth iti (rolours as xfifgracefiil to htitnanity ias 
Spanifh bigorry in Peru, 

When youug petfons from turope, of Irttle infor- 
mation, and ftill kifs refledion, obferte th^e number- 
lefs puerile, and debafing ceremonies of the Hindoo 
worfhip J tefttained, in tHs ihftance, by no preju- 
dice of education, they fee the impofitions of pridl- 

craft, 



cltaft, ajDtd the (fevout £\^m&ork qI ignoraqce, in the 
f^ extent of thfek ^nprmity ^ and pity or defpifc 
ths^t cToduUty, which can be impofed upon, by arti* 
6ces U> gfofs, ox whkh can embrace opinions fo ab- 
ftrd. As religions eftablifliments muft in every 
country, a$ hx ^s they have been conftituted and 
Hphield by n^^n, be tarni&ed with fimilar imperfe^* 
tions, th^y begin xq hnqy they difcover much im- 
pofture in all ; and to imagine that ail iland on one 
bafis, upon which the crafty have raifed a fiiper- 
ftrufture to overawe the timid, or inftiare the weajc. 
FpU of fuch notions, which they find countenanced 
in fociety under the appellation of liberality of fenti- 
ment, they fancy that to be lax in principle is to be- 
come liberal in mine} 4 and that to ridicule religion 
i& a fu^ciept title to make them b^ ranked with the 
wife. . X 

But when the reftraints of religion are over- 
thrown, the, ties of virttje and duty are alfo foon 
broken. In remote diftrids, where perfqus of this 
defcription have fometimes been inverted with com- 
mand, there is no doubt that the loofenefs of their 
condud ha^ too nearly correfponded with thefe 
principles. In fuch inftances, the poor natives have 
found that their property, however fmall, has been 
itnable to overbalance European virtue ; and that 
their fuflferings however affliSive to themfelves, have 
not been able to awaken in the minds of their op- 
preffors an apprehenfion of future retribution. 

• Hap- 
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Happily for the honour of the Britifh name, eic^ 
amples of cruelty and rapine exercifed againft the 
defencelefs natives, are far more rare than the un- 
founded clamours of the multitude at home have 
given out. Happily too, for the natives themfelves, 
they are becoming daily more uncommon ; and if 
the controul and energy of our government, fhall be- 
come equal to its integrity, they will never be re- 
peated. 

That the Court of Direftors of the India Com- 
pany were not aware of the neceffity of fupporting 
the interefts of religion and virtue among their fer- 
vants, in a country whofe diftance deprives them, in*a 
great meafure, of controul over them, it would be 
rafh to affirm. It is, however, certain that njeither 
the number nor choice of the clergymen they have 
appointed in Bengal, has been in proportion to the 
number of their fervants, nor the importance of the 
objeft in view ; whether you regard keeping up the 
appearance of religion among Europeans, or diffemi- 
nating its principles among the natives. 

On this eftablifhment their full complement of 
chaplains is only nine * -, their aft\^al number fcldon^ 

ex- 



* There are .a few others at Madras and Bombay •, but al- 
together theie is too fmall a number to keep up the reftraints 
of decency and religion in a fociety conftitutcd like tiat of. 
the Europeans in India, 
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exceeds five or fix. Two of thefe being always fix- 
ed at the Prefidenty, all the other European ftations, 
difperfed over a traft of country nnich more exten- 
five than Great Britain, are committed to the charge 
of the other three or four individuals. In confe- 
qjience of this, the prefence of a clergyman' is feldom 
feen, or even expefted, to folemnize the ufual cere- 
monies of marriages, baptifins, or funerals. Prayers 
are i^ead fometimes at the ftatiohs where a chaplain 
happens to refide j but I have feldom heard of any 
fermon delivered, except by his Majefty's chaplains, 
and thofe at Calcutta. Hence, it muft happen, that 
many perfons have left England at an early age, arid 
refided in India perhaps»for twenty or thirty years, 
without oiwe having h^ard divine fervice, till their 
return *?. 

It is not, furely, to be wondered at, that religion 
and moral duties fhould \>e forgotten in a country 
where their utility is pever inculcated, nor the ne- 
ceffity even of their appearance enforced. With ir- 
religious principles, irregular conduQ: is intimately 
cpnnefted. Gaming, debauchery, and all kinds of 
extravagance in living, are generally ih its train. 
The man whofe fortune has been ruined by di(fipa- 

N tion. 



* Since wrilifig the. above, tbis uegUgence bas been cor- 
re6led 5 yet many from indolence, or contempt of the inflitu 
tlon of their country^have wilfully nt gle^tc^ thi? oppottunit 
when offiered, of attending on the offices of religion, 
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tion, or ^t a gaining table, is certainly not the mpll 
likely to withftand temptation in the execution of his 
duty. On the contrary, thofe whofe profligate ha^ 
bits have reduced them to diftrefs, have in general 
been the only perfons who have attempted to retrieve 
their afiairs at the expence either of the Company, 
or of the native inhabitants. 

In the end, therefore, the economy of the Court 
of Direftors in conftituting their religious eftablifli- 
ment, may appear to be founded on falfe principles. 
The whole charge incurred for religious duties, both 
%o the European inhabitants and natives of Bengal, 
does not amount to a fum nearly equal to the month- 
ly falary paid to fome individuals jn their fervice ; 
whofe only employment is diffipatioiK and whofe 
importance to the country <:an only be eftimated by 
the mifchief done by their example. 

The fmall emolumeiit held out to the clerical pro- 
feflion here, aflfords, perhaps, another inftance in 
which prudential confiderations defeat their own pur- 
pofe. Men of decent condud, and refpeftability of 
charafter, cannot be fuppofed willing, for a trivial 
falary, to embark for a part of the world fo diftant as 
India, where they mufl bid adieu to all preferment 
at home: while the fervice in which they embark 
oflfers only prefent Xubfiflence, but holds out no 
gradation .of rank or emolument. For an appoint, 
raent in India fuch men rarely apply : and as oft.en 
as charafters of a contrary defcription are fent here, 

they 
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they invariably do more harm than good. Men who 
engage in all the fafliionable diflipations of the coun- 
try, are ill calculated to fupport the dignity of fell- 
gion among their countrymen, and litile likely to 
withdraw the natives from their errors. The ftandard 
of truth will, if committed to fuch hands, be but 
feebly upheld, or perhaps altogether difgraced j and, 
in either cafe, it will always be accompanied by few 
followers. 



FkAd. 



PRACTICAL INCONVENIENCE'S OF THE HUKDlT 
SUPERSTITION. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 179??. 

That the fuperftition of the Hindoos is, in mzAj 
refpeds, calculated to promote the ends of ibdety, 
will not be denied. The rigid temperance, if not 
abilinence, which all its votaries are bound to ol> 
ferve, certainly preferves them from many irregu- 
larities, which too frequently difturb focial happinefs 
in Europe ; where drunkennefs and intemperance are 
believed to deftroy a^eater number -of inhabkants 
than the fword. If the health and conflitution of 
many Europeans are injured by thefe vices, we may 
fairly pronoutice that induftry and wealth are im* 
paired in a ftill highc^^ degree. From the vices of 
intemperance, however, .neither the Hindoos nor 
Muffulmans are entirely exempted. The former by 
means of Bang^ opium, or tobacco, can, and fbme- 
times do encounter all the dangers of intoxication, 

which 
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^hich we' experience from, the ufe of fermented li- 
quors. With regard to the latter, the prohibitions 
of their prophet make comparatively flight impref- 
fion. The diftinSion of cafts makes no part of the 
Mahommedan inftitutions : and hence they are not 
c6mpelled to obferve thefe with that rigid uniformity 
whidh the dreadful fentence of excommunication 
fails not to enforce upon the followers of Brahma. 
Intoxication, either with fpirits, opium, or tobacco, 
' is, by no means uncommon among the Muflulmans 
all ovep Hindoftan. Among our domeftic fervants, 
and in the Company *s native regiments, the diffe- 
rence is great land palpable between the Hindoo and 
Moorman, in point of fobriety. Proud, diflblute, 
and viiididive, the latter is a much lefs manageable 
fervant than the former, and upon all occafions more 
apt to betray his truft. His diflblute habits detain 
him in poverty, and confequently oblige him to re- 
main in the army, while the Hindoo becomes inde. 
pendent, and may leave it. 

The numerous ablutions enjoined by the Hindoo, 
are attended with advantages, perhaps, lefs doubtful 
than thofe derived from their abftinence. Almoft 
every individual bathes once, or twice a day, and ia 
a warm climate this muft not only brace the limbs, 
but preferve health by promoting cleanlinefs. 

In efl:imating the advantages refuhing to fociety 
from the prevailing fuperftition of this country, the 
two foregoing particulars include almoft all that can 

bt 
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be advanced in its favour. To counterbalance theid4 
upon the other hand, we have to notice ^afterwards 
many great obflacles which it oppofes to the im- 
provements of hufbandry, and the increafe of popu- 
lation, by precluding the inhabitants from the ufe of 
many important articles of food. The number of 
feftivals and holidays, to be totally confecrated to the 
performance of its numerous and expenfive rites, 
certainly tends to diffipate the minds of the indolent 
people, and to withdraw them from thofe labours 
from which they derive their fupport. Thefe (hews 
not only occupy the tradefman's time, which is his 
revenue, but they muft wafte the fuftenance which 
he has provided for his family ; by the neceflity he 
lies under of contributing to their expence. » 

In the Hindoo almanack, the number of holidays 
for the year 1797, are no lefs than ninetyone ; and 
though forae of thefe are not of great note, yet others 
claim their fole attention, for three or four days to- 
gether. '1 his muft certainly ^rove a heavy tax on 
the induftry of any people, but more efpepally of 
the improvident Hindoos, who feldom can boaft of 
fufficient forefight to provide againft a few days ei- 
ther of ficknefs or want. 

All that has been faid againft the want of indu- 
ftry in Roman Catholic countries may, with double 
force, be urged againft the Hindoos. The moft in- 
dolent nation in* Europe far excels in every exertion, 

wlie^ 
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vsrketlie]! maital or corpoieal, tins Uftlefs and unam« 
bjdous race. 

This laft trait of their charafter leads to another 
powerful obftacle to focial and political improve* 
inent, arifing from the fuperftition of the natives : 
the divifion of the whole fociety into four great di- 
ftki^ cafts or tribes, and a much greater number of 
inferior claffificatbns, the boundaries of which are 
infurmountable, even by the pureft virtue, or the 
moft confpicuous merit. This not only precludes a 
man from the profefEon to which nature or inclina- 
tion may have bent his talents, but it alfo in a great 
n^afure robs him of every motive of honeft ambition 
to* excel in that fphere where his birth has fixed hirtt ; 
becaufe even then, eminence in his profeffion can 
confer no addidonal rank, and but little diftin^n. 

The principle of emulation is the grand fpring of 
all indttftry, and confequently of improvement : in 
liurope, where its operation is lefs reftrained, it mo- 
dels and arranges the whole ftrufture of fociety. 
There the manners of one age differ as remarkably 
from a fucceeding one, as if the people were not the 
fame ;' one period is warlike j another commercial ; 
and a third is fplei^did and luxurious, or perhaps 
learned : in Afia, as the condition of individuals re- 
* mains unalterable, fo does the ftale of fociety. The 
defcriptions given of India in the days of Alexander, 
may be applied to >vith equal fidelity by the J^ritifii 
liiftorian, as they were by the Grecian. 1 he fimple 

^refs 
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drels of the Hindoo, his rude hut^ aod his fiseMf 
ioilruments of agriculture, are the fame at prefent as 
they wer^ two thoufand years ago ; and if the fame 
caufes continue to operate, they muft remain for 
piany ages without amendment, aiid without chai^. 

Some authors have afcribed the perfection to 
' which the artfc h^ve been carried in Bengal to this 
feparadon pf profeifiop$ ; and the neceflity which 
every family ^es under of following the trade of its 
progenitors. It is here that this diftribution of pro* 
fcflions early carried the arts to a certain progr^ 
cofifiderably beyond what they are found among fiu 
vage nations, and is the great caufe of their remam- 
ing in that half perfefted ftate. No art in Hindoftan 
is carried to the fame degrcp of pcrfeftion as in Eu- 
rope, except fome articles in which th^ cheapnefs of 
labour gives them an advantage, as in the cafe of 
the fi;ie muflins at D^cca. For a Jong time we 
only had it in our power to make a diredt comparifon 
between European^ and Afiatics iu (He art of war : 
and hiftory teftifies how miferably deficient the lattec 
4|iave always proved ia ^nterprifes of this nature. 

It is but a few years fmce the cotton pianufa^ory 
has been eftablifhed in Britain, and by the laft re* 
ports I have perufed on this fubjeft, from a commit- 
tee of the Jloufe of Commons, it . is fet forth, that 
double the quantity bf cotton cloth, which the 
Company imports from India,, is manuftiftured at 
home. In a few years hence, it is probable that all 

the 
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riie manilfaftured produce of India will bear, hardly 
any proportion to that of Great Britain, smid that 
too in the very articie of whifch the tiifidoos have 
had the eicchiiive pofleilibn; for fo ntany ages, and 
that hx the hmk fabric V9bich they were deemed the 
Only people of fufficient ingenuity to executed 

The nianufa^r^ of Eiirope^ to every man Who 
IS unprejudiced, will certainly appear infinitely fu-^ 
perior, bdth in the litimber and variety of artides^i 
aiid in the iieactiefs and elegaiiCe of their execution, 
to thofe even of Chhia, Thi^, at leaft,^ is certain^ 
that in proportion to the number of irihsAJitants^ 
&itaia e:s:|)Drt3 morie of iti^ manufa&tiped prodtted 
tban acnj^ ctiier part of th^ world. 

t-r tnay ^ tfoncluded, therefor^, chat the divifioii 
of l^bovTj aiifiiig from the ^ancte cads, do^s not 
|>afe£fc ma^ii&^tired, bat im{»edes thet^ pn)gre&, by 
i^'edufding the choice of proftffibns, aftd deftroying 
the piriticiple of emtilatito. But the Hindbo fiiper- 
ftidon is further hoftHe io the comfort Of fociet^ 
from the number of pilgrimaged and rigid penancei ^ 
which^ if it does not pofitively enjoin, it tertsiinly 
fcommeftdfis At certaiit feftivah, taft croi;rds oif thd 
Miv^^ fmtit alt places of Indiay refort td Ja'Uger* 
imit,^ tad other f^godat of extr2k)r(£nar^ fan^ityi 
Thedtftsnceofthtfe joumey^y the exp^ee of fopi; 
port, and the tim^ confuted t^ tlmrni mvift prove' 
tetremeiy bcn-denloil^. After thdr ^itdl, tte at^ 
tOKiaoM^ of filch ]A«ltitude&, and tbeir ftrtiggle^ttf' 

O Ob* 
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obtain admlfTion, coft many of the aged and febfe 
their lives, by being trode to death in the crowd : 
the fame of fuperior fanftlty is all that thefe deluded 
pilgrims carry home. The intercfted Brahmms, un- 
der one picas preteface or another, are fure to de- 
prive them of all the money in their pofle^on. 

Many thoufands of people are employed in car- 
, rying water from Hurdwar to Juggernaut, for the 
ufes of that temple. It k there fuppbfed to be pe- 
culiarly holy, as it ilTue^ from what is called the 
Cow*s Mouth. This fuperftitious notion is jhe caufe 
of as much loft labour as would long fince hav^ 
converted the largeft province of Afia into a gardal. 
The numbers thus employed arfe imn^enfe ; they tra- 
vel with two flalks of the water flung over the 
fhoulder by means of an elaftic piece of Bamboo. 
The fame quantity which employs jSerhaJ^s fifteen 
thouiand perfons, might, eafily be carried down the 
Ganges in a few boats annually. Princes and fa- 
milies of diftindUon have this water carried to them 
in all parts of Hindoilan ; it is drank at feafts, as 
well as upon religious otcafictis. 

The fanatidfm of fome, as if fuch jourtaies were 
not fufficiendy tedious and fatiguing, when perform- 
ed in the ufual manner, h&s devifed an extraordi- 
nary method of enhancing their .merit, by encreafing 
the difficulty of performing them. Some hundred 
miles have been lately travelled by a zealous devo- 
tee^ who proftrated himfelf, and meafured every 

inch 
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inch of the ground with' his body, as he advanced. 
Years muft have been confiimed, by this deluded 
wretch, in profecuting this devout imagination, 
' which can only tend to make his life ufekfs, and his 
sample dangerous to fociety. 

The utmofl rigour of difcipline, that ecclefiaftic 
power ventured to impofe in the darkeft ages of pa- 
pal tyranny in Europe, fall far (hort of -the degrading 
and painful mortifications of the Afiatic devotee^ 
Some remain for fo many years in oni pofture, that 
they become incapable of ufing their limbs : fome 
keep their fifts (hut till the nails penetrate through 
^e back of the hands : others hold their arms fuf- 
pended above the head till they become fhrivelled 
;uid incapable of motion. One of the annual cere- 
monies of the Hindoo fuperftitioi^, exhibits thoufands 
all over India fwung in a rope, by mean« of a hoolc 
pafied through the mufcl^s of the -back. Thus the 
devotee exulting amidft torture, becaufe applauded 
by the multitude, paffes hours fufpended by a lofty 
pole to the htight of forty feet ; and is fwung round 
with ^ rapidity which terrifies and aftonilhes the 
European by a juft apprehenfion that the mufcles 
may give way, and dafh the infatuated viftim to 
pieces. 

There is no end to the dehifions of fuperftition, 
nor aiiy bounds to the cruelties to which it can in- 
fUgate people the mod gentle and timid, with which 
hiilory has made us acquainted. Some are per- 

fu^ded 
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ftiad^ to r^gciin Aeir Iqft ra»k in fpciety, by pre^ 
pUittjag themfeWes fished from ^. great height upon 
Ipikes aad fidge4 wcjipons. Others pierce their ikm 
Fith 9. hot iron ; i^ ihoi:t» cruelties toQ^ horr^ for re-' 
cital, and too extravagant to ok^n belief, are d^i 
provoking your pity or indigns^tion, amidft a people 
femed for hwnanity in every* pjirt of the world. 

One part of .the reHgiQw pponomy ef thh people, 
^regarding their condu£l taw^rd& the fiick and dymg» 
cannot be beheld without the moft mdM<^^]f naa.- 
prdBcms. When a fifit peffon's life is defpaired pf, 
he is carried by his relations to the bank of the nj^j^ 
sgftd there, expofed tq the ftorm, or the intenfe heat of 
the fqn, he^ is permitted or rattier forced to re%ii 
his breath. "" His fno^th, nofe, and «^rs ^re clofely 
flopped wiA ithe niji4 pf the river j l2^rge veffels oi 
water are kept pourmg upon him; and it is amidft 
tb^ agonies of difeafet sind the CQiiyuMiye ftruggles c^ 
fuffocation, 'that (he unferable Jlindoo \>H$ adieu tq 
his relatioiis, and to his preferit exifterifce. This is 
called Gungah jatra ; and when life is gone the 
corpfe is burnt, |f the family can pay the expences^ 
and the afces are thrown into the river. - 

^.1 ..... 

DtjRiNG the months of September and Odober, 
the moft fatal feaifon of the year to the natives of 
Bengal, you cannot pals along the river without be- 
ing annoyed by fuch fcenes of fuperftition, cjmdty, 
and horror. If the perfon carried down to the bai^L 
die, accordixig to ^xpcSation^ oi rather yield to thofe 

: • "^ • prc^ 
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precautions taken to fecure his death, the body, to-' 
gather with the cot upon which it lies, is furrounded 
'with dried wood, and tbtis canfiimed by the flames. 
The aihes are then fcattered about the place, and 
bathed with water. This laft ceremony performed, 
the attendants retire to their huts, with an indiflPe? 
jrence that feems to approach to infenfibility, - 

In cafes of extreme poverty, where the property of 
|:he deceafed is not fufficient to procure wood, and fuch 
cafes are common in Bengal, the body is committed 
entire to the ftream immediately after death. Incon- 
yeniences attend this praftice, of a nature ftill more fe- 
fious than the imprefGons of melancholy and difgufl:, 
vhich unavoidably arife, on beholding human car- 
cafles devoured by kites and vukures, as they float 
^ih^ng upon the furface qf the water* The banks ctf 
the river'begome putrid and noxious ; th^ exhala- 
^ons propagate difeafe with an alarming rapidity in 
the ileighbourhood of populous towns. 

For Ibme years pa<|, the city of Morefha^abad, 
and the ac^oining village^ of Calcapore, and Coffim- 
faazar, have been threatened with deVaftation, by the 
univerfa{ity of difeafcs at the fe^afon already men* 
ticmed. Profieffional men have imputed this in part 
to the impurity of the riyer, and the putridity of its 
hanks, contraded by the depofition of fo many hu- 
man carcafes, and impure matters, as could not be 
^ puTied away by the ftrength of the ftream* 

* . TttB 



THE EFFECTS OF THIS SYi^TEM ON THE KNOWLEpaB 
AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOPLE- 



Calcutta^ Jan. 1798.- 



The pernicious confequences refuldng frpm die ffin- 
doo fyfteiri to morals, have been as yet but partly ex- 
plained. Of the ceremonies of their religicm fome 
are (hewy, many abfurd, and not a few indecent. 
Their temples, in fome places, are richly endowed, 
and maintain a numerous body of priefts * and wo- 
men confecrated to their fervice. The latter are taught 
to fing and dance at the public feftivals, in honour 
of the gods. The voluptuous indolence in which 
they are deftined to fpend their lives, renders them 
totally ufelefs to fociety; while the indecency of their 
geftures, and levity of manners, give room to fufpedt 
that they injure it by their example^ and that their 

fer. 

^ One temple, in the Deccan fbrroerlj maintained forty 
tboufand ) or more than double the number contained in the 
whole European empire of Great-firitain. 
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fcrvices are oftener devoted to the priefts,. than the 
deities to whom they are confecrated. Their tem- 
ples themfelves contain images of creative power, and 
of fecundity too grofs for defcription. Similar re- 
prefentations are alfo difplayed by their imjiges, that 
are drawn through the ftreets, amidft the dancilig, 
noife and acclamations of the multitude. The Ruth 
Jatra, or riding of the Gods^ is at once cruel and 
indecent; their carriage, of imraenfe height and fize, 
is fupported on fifteen wheels, and drawn along by 
thoufands of fanatics, many of whom fail down be- 
low its wheels, anc^ are inftantly, as they believe, in ■ 
poflefEon of a bleffed immortality. Though^t, per- 
haps, would be wrong to ftippofe, that fuch reprefen- 
tations convey the fame grofs and indelicate concep- 
tions to the minds of the natives, that they muft do 
to vthofe of Europeans, there can hardly remain a 
doubt that they affeft the purity of their morals. A 
Roman would certainly return to mix in fociety, 
with no advantage to his morals, after celebrating 
the orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of 
the Bona Dea: neither can an Hindoo enter his fa- 
mily with any refined notions of continence and felf- 
denial, after beholding the lafcivious geftures of the 
women, and the indecent attitudes of the images he 
has been worfliipping. . To affirm this would be to 
aflert, that our minds are neither aflfefted with what 
we fee, nor what we do. TheT MufTulmen are ad- 
dicted to every fpecies of indulgence and debauchery, 
in a remarkable degree; and if the Hindoos are not 
equally fo, it is chiefly to be afcribed to their early 

mar- 
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marriages, ^Md number of their wives j wbkb offtti 
them an opportunity of gratifying or extingui^iig 
their paffions as foon as they arife. To their cxcet 
ftve indulgence in certain gratifications, may proba^ 
bly be imputed that eariy decay, and premature old 
age fo remarkable in both fexes; but more efpeciaUy 
in the females* A womail s^t twenty-ftve, in thig - 
country, commonly difplays grey hairs, with all that 
fhrhrelled appearance of age and decay, which in 
EuTo|>e feldom overtakes the fex, before they hafve 
witneffed the, lapfe <^ half a centtiry; 

The Hindoo fuperfUtion makes no provifioh fic^ 
, the inftrudion of the great body of the people. The 
vedahs, pouran&hs^ and other facred books contain,' 
it is faid, a copibus fyfterii of the tdoft unexceptionable 
morality : and from the fpecimeiis already tranflated^ 
this muft in part be admitted. But the tanonical 
books of the Hindocs, have always been regi^rded 
as a bequeft toa facred to be comriiitted to vulgar 
. faailds. To thefar.greatier part of fociety they arc 
ftridly forbidden, aild are doomed to remain^ in the 
mod emphatic fenfe^ a dead letter. 

Im the prefent condition of the nadr^s of Hiadjof^ 
tan, ihh is a matter of finall importstnce^ becattfe ^ 
few individuals only of Ac cx)mmon people, ate 
taught more than to read and write ; and of the 
number that have made.thefe attainmrnts, hardly 
any have made ftifficient {»rogrefs to quiviify them to 
derive information hcsa^ book. Nodtiing can equai 

the 
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the ignorance of the great bbdy of the people, on 
every fubjefl: relating to religion, morals or literature. 
Few of them can explain the goiealogy , or attributes 
afcribed to their deities : they do not underftand the 
meaning pf the ceremonies they attend ; and the na; 
ture and obligations of their duty, they may ob- 
fcurely feel, but are wholly incapable to defcribe *• 

The inconvenience of ignorance, fo.grofs and uni- 
verfal, is too obvious to require elucidation. It ren- 
ders the mafs of the people not only dupes to the ar- 
tifices of prieftcraft^ but fubje£ts them to the impo- 
fitions of every charlatan who pretends to fkill in any 
art or fcience whatever. The charms, incantations, 
and exorcifms t that here make a part of the medical 
art clearly fhew, that the groffeft impofitions, in other 
matters as well as religion, may be turned to account, 
among an uniniformed multitude. 

The great fuperiority of the European nations 
over the Afiatics in arts, arms, and induftry, as well 
as knowledge, arifes in a more confiderable degree, 
than what is commonly acknowledged, from the 
public provifion that is made by the former, for the 
inftruftion of the great body of the people. The 
multitude who have few fources of information, de- 
rive no fmall advantage from their ftated meetings, 

P for 

I 

* The number of deities is thirty-three crore > this may 
•ccount for their being but partly known. 

f A celebrated Tank near Benares is reforted to by roany^ 
from a belief that it cures all fuch as are poiTefled with devils. 
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for religious purpofes, where their various duties are 
explained, and enforced. A fenfe of his duty and in- 
tereftj^a confcioufnefs of his importance, is , claimed 
by every Briton as a fort of prerogative which he 
watches with equal jealoufy and pride : the Hindoo 
has hardly any fuch conceptions ; or they give him 
but fmall concern. Hence a confcioufnefs of infe- 
riority continually haunts him; he obeys with a 
promptitude, that feems rather tfie didate of nature, 
than the refult of refleftion. In moft of the manu- 
faftures condufted by a European, this difpofition of 
the natives is illuftrated every day: while performing 
the work which they and their anceftors have con- 
duced for ages, they receive the direftions of the 
European fuperintendant, as if diftated by infpira- 
tion ; although he may, perhaps, have only the ex- 
perience of a few months. The diffidence of the 
feapoy is equally remarkable ; and it js, perhaps, the 
greateft blemifli in his profeffional character. On the 
day of battle, when led on by his European officer, 
he is diftinguiflied by fteadinefs and bravery, but he 
flies if he behold him fall ; though there be greater 
danger in the retreat than in the battle. 

Thus has the ignorance of the great body of the 
natives of India fhaded their charafter with a diffi- 
dence and timidity, which has not only rendered 
them the flaves of their own monarchs or foreigners 
in every age, but has degraded them in fome mea- 
fure to an inferior rank among human beings. From 
this condition which has fo often called forth the con- 
tempt 
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tempt of the brave, and the cbmpaflion of the wife, 
you in vain endeavour to raife them, while their in- 
tellers are chained down by the multiplied fetters of 
iheir degrading fuperftition. 

The higher orders of the Brahmins, whofeduty it 
}s to undertake this work, and who are perhaps alone 
able to effeft it, are^the leaft likely to make any fuch 
attempt* While their own minds are comparatively 
enlightened by a pure fyftem of natural religion, and 
ail thofe precepts of duty which cultivated reafon 
teaches; they *' detain the truth in unrighteoufnefs*' 
and commit the people to be guided by groffer fyf- 
tems of fuperftition and error. As if warned by the 
conduft of European natfons, that the diflemination 
of truth would tend to diminilh their own impor- 
tance and wealth, they feem to labour for the pre- 
fervation of fuperftition and ignorance with the fame 
anxiety, which, if more honeft men, they would difco- 
ver for its deftruftion. With an ititerefted forefight 
they feem to have anticipated the alternative: and 
have determined to reign among uninformed depen- 
dents, rather than aflbciate on more equal terms with 
refpedable men, 

Hence the fteady countenance they giv^ in public 
to doctrines which they furely dflbelieve ; and hence 
the gravity with which they prefide at ceremonies 
which they inwardly defpife. All that has been al- 
ledged by Mr Gibbon againft the fmcerity of Casfar 
or CJcero, when, as priefts, they officiated at the ab- 

furd 
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fiird formalities of their fuperftition before the Roman 
multitude, is lefs than the truth if applied to the Brah- 
mins. To them, the wild fidions of their theological 
fyftem appear all equally falfe; while on the part of 
the people they are all embraced with the moft im- 
plicit belief *. 

There is not in India as in Europe aiiy clafs ot 
men capable of detecting the encroachments of prieft- 
craft, or of fifting the bafer materials by which fome- 
times it contaminates truth. Here all have at leaft 
the grace of faith : none pretend to difpute doftrines 
incomprehenfible from ftudied obfcurity, or unaf-^ 
certainable from their ambiguity and folly. In tlys 
country, therefore, there may be a difference in ce- 
i:emonies, and pradlical obfervances j but there are 
no fedaries from contrariety of opinion t. 

Those polemical difputes in religion and politics, 
which in Europe fometimes difturbfociety; but which 
jilways awaken curiofity, and invigorate the powers 
of intelled, are unheard of in ludia : the Hindoo 
flielters himfelf frQm fuch turmoils in a total apathy, 
or liftlefsnefs of thought, more refembling the .ftilU 

♦ From early prejudice, authority tnd. example, it is pofii- 
ble, that even the learned Brahmins may believe in their fyf- 
tem, farther than to a European may feem compatible with its 
gbfiydity, 

+ The inhabitants are divided into two great fcfts with dif- 
ferent external marks, but their opinions are fo vague, tbat 
rtofe of one pcrfon nevcf clafli w}th the tenets of Jinothcr. 



ne& of die grave or aim^iilation itfelf, t^au the com-^ 
men efforts of a j-ational being. 

If I have in any degree been fuccefefui in this 
iketch, I have endeavoured to lay before you, of the 
effeds of fuperftition upon the morals and condition 
of this people, you will be able to form an opinion of 
the finall quantity of intelleftual furniture with which 
their minds are ftored : fliould you at the fame time 
recal to your memory the fim'plicity of their drefe, or 
riither the nakednefs of their bodies, you will, no 
doubt, perceive abundant room for improvement in 
the moral and religious (late of many millions of our 
fellow fubjefts in India, as well as for advancing 
th«r external circumftances. The learned Dr Ro-* 
bertfoii^has travelled partly over the fame ground, 
but with a different view, and he may have impreffed 
you with different fentiments. The defcription he . 
has given of the early progrefs made by the Hindoos 
is extremely accurate, aiid guarded in its affertions* 
If applied to the higher orders of the Brahmins or 
the |5rinces of Hindoftan it is ftriftly juft ; but no- 
thing can be more erroneous than its application to 
the bulk of the people, whom the foregoing iiriftures 
are meant to defcribe. 

The fciences of India, and all the more liberal af ts, 
are at prefent, and always have been, confined to the 
great and learned alone. The moral and theological 
knowledge poffeffed by a few in the higher ranks, for 
many ages, is as completely beyond the reach of the 

common 
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common people as if it did not exift : of confequencc 
it muft prove of little fervice in promoting their m- 
terefts. The fame thing may be aflGirmed of every 
branch of knowledge : tly portion poffeffed by nine- 
teen of twenty of the whole community, is compara- 
tively nothing. To the power of habit and the inffu- 
ence of cuftom alone they are configned for the di- 
reftion of themfelves : reafon, inert and feeble as in 
them it muft prove, has little (hare in what we^juftly 
regard as its peculiar province. 

In fuch drcumftances, certainly no people can be 
more entitled to indulgence towards then: weakneffes 
and errors ; and there is certainly none who have 
ftrohger claims upon our fympathy and tendemefs* 
Britons now occupy the places of their native princes, 
and the bleilings of protedion, inftrudion, and en- 
couragement in virtue, which there are too frequentl]^ 
withheld, providence has impof(^d upon us as a fa* 
cred duty to beftow. 



TH« 



THE HINDOO SYSTEM AS IT AFFECTS SOCIAL INTER- 
/ ^ ' COURSE. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798. 



The reparation of* mankind into claffes fo widely dif- 
tinguiflied as to admit of hardly any intercourfe, or 
communication, tends manifeftly to hurt their inter- 
eft, by exciting unfocial and difcordant paflions": 
envy of their fuperiors, among the poor ; contcm'pt 
and averfion, to the lower orders, among the wealthy 
and great. A Hindoo, of the higher orders, cannot 
contrad an alliance by marriage with any inferior 
clafsio his own. The four great divifions of rank 
known in Europe, are fub-divided into fifty or fi^ty 
fubordinate diftinftions, which, however impercep- 
tible by us, are adhered to by the natives with all the 
obftinacy of pride, and the antipathy of prejudice. 

Two families tons apparently of exaftly the fame 
rank, when about to intermarry, often find much dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty in furmounting their mutual prejudices, even 
where no law interpofes its prohibition. T^e punifti- 
ment of lofing caft which correfponds to excommu- 
nication with us, is infinitely more dreadful in its 
eflfefts than it was in the dark ages in Europe. It no 
doubt is a flrong check upon the conduft : to render 
it a falutary one it fhould only be made the punifli- 
ment of immorality. This, however, is by no means 
the cafe: fince a Hindoo, of the moft abandoned cha- 
rafter, may retain his rank, while an honefl man by 
touching impure food, or' by fome trivial delinquen- 
cy, will be degraded, and perhaps forfeit all counte- 
nance of fociety. Morality, the offspring of religion, 
is here feparated from it ; and deemed entirely un- 
connefted with a fubjeft of which it conftitutes fo 
effential a part. 

The parties themfelves are betrothed during their 
infancy, and the bufmefs is, without their confent, 

, concluded by the parents with great folemnity. A 
perfon verfant in their family genealogy, is employed 
by the parents on both fides ; frequent meetings of 
the relations are called, when the rank and merits of 

• each family, are fully difcuffed by thefe genealogifts. 
After- ihefe important preliminaries are adjufted, an 
elegant feaft is provided, and the agreement is finally 
ratified; though the parties are allowed no intercourfe 
whatever till the age of puberty, bymptoms of that 
flate no fooner are difcovered in the female, than tbe 
concluding ceremony and feaft, correfponding to 

what 
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tvhat the Romans termed the dedu^io domtm is ol> 
ferved, and the marriage is completed. 

These ceremonies can only happen, A^hen the par- 
ties are of the fame rank : when it is otherwife, an 
alliance would render a Hindoo, not only deteftable 
to himfelf, but he and all his pofterity would be for 
ever debarred from all fociety. To fit down at a 
meal, with an inferior caft, would be attended with 
the fame ferious confequences : fo inveterate and in* 
furmountable is this prejudice, that a naked Hindoo 
of any rank would deem himfelf execrably polluted 
were the firft monarch * in Europe to approach 
him, at the time of his eating. While dinner is pre» 
paring, and during eating, a fmall circle is drawn 
round the company, which an European, if he pafs, 
infallibly defiles the meal : it is thrown to the dogs, 
and other victuals provided, though a fingle ana be 
all the treafure of the family. 

In fo far as this fuperftiiion tends to eftrange man* 
kind, by creating artificial fources of mutual averfion 
and difguft ; fo far ' certainly does it counteraft the 
real interefts of fociety, A true or an ufeful fyftem 
would inculcate humanity and mutual love. So far 
from inculcating that, there is a wide and impaffable 

O diftance 

* I belieVe all kings are htld as purified from tfceir franf- 
greffions on mounting the Mulhud Laws of Menu. It is like- 
^vifc a maxim not honoured with reference to Hindoo deriva- 
tion, that the king can do nothing wrong. 



122 ' INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

diflance between individuals of the fame fpecies : it 
would teach that they are equal, at lead in the fight 
of the great parent of mankind, and that they ought 
to cherlih fentiments fuitable to their fituation as 
members of one univerfal family. The Chriftian 
fyftem oflfers a remarkable and pointed contraft to 
the doftrine of the Brahmins, in this particular ; 
and its eflFefts at firft, in fome degree, correfpond : 
for we are told that *• the multitude of them that 
believed'* were nbt divided into diflferent claffes, that 
difdained all intercourfe and abhorred each other, 
but ^' were of one heart, of one mind, and of one 
foul.*' Let it not be urged that the praftical eflPefts 
of this artificial feparation of the Afiatics, are not 
greatly felt in fociety, or that a Brahmin or Rajah 
will as readily fupply the wants of the poorer claffes 
as he would thofe of his own. The faft is otherwife; 
the Brahmin confiders his order, as, in fome mea- 
fure, a diflferent race of beings ; and imagines that 
the lower ranks are incapable of the fame fenfibility 
to fuflfering : he regards them as a race whofe feel- 
ings are deadened by the meannefs of their intelleft, 
and therefore not entitled to the fame fhare of com* 
paflion. 

That this is the idea of the princes and civil ma- 
gilb^tes throughout India, their own condufl: fufEd- 
ently evinces : hence the feverity of their govern- 
ment, the rigor of their punifhments, and their uni- 
verfal indiflference to the comfort, and even the lives 
of their fubjefts. 

The 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. laj 

The averfions created aiuong the Hindoos by 
tbeir fuperftition, are not confined merely to fuch as 
belong to the diflferent cafts. It pervades the whole 
compafs of fociety ; and is equally obfervable in all 
the different fub-divifions of the fame gene;^al clafs. 
The perfons employed by Europeans as bearers, have 
equal antipathy to the other fets in the fame profef- 
fion as if they held their ftations in the oppofite ex- 
tremes of fociety. The Ooria Balafore bearers will 
not ferve in the company of fuch as come from Patna. 
The cafe is the f^tme with Qther diftrifts ; as often as 
Aeir inhabitants meet ,each other, upon the fame fer- 
vice, and apparently on the lame. footing, they do 
not eat, fleep, or affociate together. The confe- 
quences of this are obvioufly inconvenient, both to 
themielves, and to Europeans. 

Such diftinQ:ions lead not only to a fliynefe, and 
averfion in the intercourfe of fociety ; but they are 
apparently the caufe of many quarrels and animofi- 
ties. The timidity and ^ntlenefs of the Hindoo 
may, in general, prevent his fighting, boxing, or 
Ihedding of blood ; but it by no means reftrains him 
from fcolding and upbraiding his neighbours. In 
this refpecl they are the moft litigious and quarrel- 
fome of all men. Have two perfons a mifunder- 
ftanding, let them meet in the ftreet, and they will 
upbraid each other for an hour together with every 
foul epithet of abufe which their imagination can lug- 
geft, or their language fupply. A few natives en- 
gaged in one of thefe bickerings difplay a furious gef- 

liculation ; 
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ticulation ; a volubility of words ; and coarfenefs of 
expreflion ; which leave the eloquence of Billings- 
gate far behind. Their quarrels do not amount per- 
haps to a pofitive breach of the peace ; being gene- 
rally unaccompanied with violence ; yet, as they are 
extremely frequent, they are a confiderable annoy- 
ance to foclety ; for they add to the afperity of hu- 
man life ; and ftrengthen the malevolent paffions. 

Accordingly, it is found that private charity is by 
no means the bright part of a Hindoo's charafter : 
religious perfons, or thofe who affume that charac- 
ter, certainly are liberaHy fupplied ; but this muft be 
the offspring of fuperftition rather than the didlate of 
humanity. On fome particular occafions, fuch as o- 
pening a new Serai, moft extenfive charities are dif- 
tributed, to the multitude which is invited there. 
But this is mere oftentation : neither in its principles 
nor in its effefts does it come up to the rational idea 
of charity. The neceflitous poor are more happily 
direfted for relief to the door of an European, than 
to their brethren in the faith. Pagodas indeed are 
raifed, Choultries built, and on great occafions thou- 
fands are fed by a wealthy native ; but all this may 
be don^ in compliance with the interefted advice of 
the Brahmins, or to gratify oftentation : and we 
ought not to confound what is extorted by the fears 
of fuperftition, or what is laviftied by vanity, with 
the charitable benefaftions diftated by a found un- 
dcrftanding and a benevolent heart. 

And- 
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Another circuinftance, in which the religious fyf- 
tem of this people is prejudicial to induftry and mo* 
ral virtue, and confequently to the happinefs of focie- 
ty, is the multitude of ceremonious rites, and trifling 
obfervancesty which it occupies the mind: thus with- 
drawing the attention from the neceffity of pradtifing 
reditude and preferving integrity of heart. In almoft 
erery action of his life, the Hindoo is under the im- 
mediate influence of his fuperftition : his prayers are 
offerings to his gods ; his purifications, and ablutions 
in the river ; his dreffing and eating his viduals } the 
objeds which he touches; the companions with 
whom he aflbdates, are to him all intimately and e- 
qually conneded with religion, and the everlafting 
welfare of his foul. If there is any part of his con- 
duft with which his religious ideas have no concern, 
it is his moral eharafter. In *^ doing juftly,'' or 
" loving mercy,'* he is apparently left to a£k as he 
pleafes : but if in the moft trivial aSion he violate the 
rites of his fuperftition, he is, in this life, deprived of 
all the comforts of fociety, and in the next, con- 
demned to animate the body of fome noifome reptile 
or contemptible animal. . , 

This defeft in the Hindoo fyftem, is common to it 
with every religion devifed by man. An oflFended 
confcience, or a terrified imagination, are uneafy 
companions ; and mankind have ever been eager to 
embrace the eafieft and cheapcft means of appeafing 
them. Whenever it has been given out to the ignorant, 
^hat the favour of heaven may be attained, by genu- 
flexions. 



126 INDIAN RECREATIONS, 

flexions, prayers, ablutions, or any ceremony, they ia- 
rariably have embraced them. To exercife contri- 
tion for offences, to break off from iniquity by repent- 
ance, to corre£t the whole life and converfation, and 
fteadily to perfevere in virtue, is a painful and diffi- 
cult taik even to the moft perfeft: by the far greater 
part this is abandoned, as an unattainable objeS;. 
Hence a fabric of fuperfltitious rites is conftrufled, 
as compenfation to rhc deities for the viplatioa of 
their laws. 

According to the number of thefe rites, and ftri^ 
nefs with which they are obferved, the rules of virtue, 
and the neceffity of moral redtitude, are regarded as 
more or lefs indifpenfable. The antiquity of die 
Hindoo fuperftition has conferred upcm it a degree 
of maturity which has never been attained by any 
other falfe fyftem. Its rites and ceremonies are more 
numerous beyond all comparifon: they enter into 
every department of fodety, and influence the whole 
of its manners. The Hindoo, therefore, may reft 
his prefent comfort and future happinefs upon the ob- 
fervance of its rites, with more plaufibility, if not 
with more confidence, than the other heathen na- 
tions, who have eftablilhed lefs complex fyftems of 
fuperftition. I will not venture to affert that the 
lives of the natives are vicious and abandoned in a 
degree proportioned to the melancholy extent of 
their fuperftitious fyftem : but thofe concerned in the 
police eftablifliment of Bengal well know the fre- 
quency of fraud, robbery, theft, and litigation. 
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In Europe, the peace officers are fufficient in num- 
ber and ftrength to apprehend delinquents ; whereas 
in this country, the whole of the febandy corps, a 
numerous eftablifliment, with the whole train of 
peons, goraits and corabadars, are inadequate to this 
purpofe. Many regiments of native infantry are fta- 
tioned in diftrids where the repreffing numerous 
bands of marauders, or apprehending thieves, is the 
•whole duty they perform. 

What is remarkable here, bepaufe intimately 
connefted with the prefent objefl; of our enquiries is, 
that the devotees or profeffors of religion, are them- 
felves by far the moft numerous, and dangerous rob- 
bers in the upper parts of India. The fakeers, inftead 
of being the inftruftors of fociety, are its greateft 
pefts and depredators. It is neither knowledge nor 
virtue, but idlenefs, theft, and rapine, that are the 
leffons to be derived from their prefence and exam- 
ple. They wander from the hilly country over eve- 
ry province, and are far more daring in their out- 
rages than the natives of Bengal. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it may be fairly con- 
cluded, that the immenfe fabric of fuperftition efta- 
blifhed by the Brahmins contributes little or nothing, 
either to encourage or fupport the virtue of its adher- 
ents ; and that it may be juftly apprehended, that 
not a few of that multitude of frivolous rites, have a 
direflly oppofite tendency. 

' DOMESTIC 



DOMESTIC SLAVERY AMONG THE HINDOOS. 



Calcutta 9 Dec. 1798. 

The Hindoo jurifprudence, though celebrated for 
humanity, pays but fmall regard to the natijral rights 
of man : it eftablifhes a fyftem of flavery more com- 
plex than any yet recorded in hiftory. The prero- 
gatives of the magiftrate, fortified as they are on 
every fide, leave no room for national or political 
•freedom. Pure defpotifm, under the veil of Theo- 
cracy, has ever been the only government in Hin- 
doftan. 

Domestic flavery has always been admitted here, 
as it was formerly in Europe ; but a numerous clafs, 
like the Sodera, doomed to fervility, though not ac- 
tually bought and fold, is a fmgularity in the jurif- 
prudence of India. This clafs may be compelled to 
ferve a Brahmin of the fuperior ranks, even though 

he 
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he has not purchafed him. The Brahmin, however, 
is not, even in the cafe of extreme poverty, allowed 
to ferve for a fubfiftence, a man in the higheft rank : 
what is alfo fmgular, the Sodera pays a greater in- 
tereA for money borrowed than any other perfon. 
The fon qf a Sodera wife inherits only a fourth 
fliare of the other fons f ; and every delinquency of 
this degraded clafs is puniflied more feverely than 
the reft : while offences againft it are checked by 
flighter penalties. In other countries it is the aim of 
legiflation to proportion puniihment to crimes : here 
they deal it out according to the rank, rather than 
the demerit of offenders. Hence the criminal code 
of this country, as adminiftered by the natives, has 
become as coiftplicated in detail, as its principles are 
iniquitous. 

Before we reach thofe claffes that are in abfolute 
flavery, there are intermediate degrees of fervitude, 
correfponding to fervants and apprentices in Europe. 
A ftudent whi^e learning the fciences, performs fer- 
vice for his teacher ; and whatever gain he may ac- 
quire during his ftudy, becomes the property of his 
teacher. Apprentices to the different arts are nearly 
on the fame footing with ftudents ; only their aban- 

R doning 

* Menu, chap, 9, v. 153, 

f Hindoo Laws , the Brahmin pays lead 5 the Chatree, and 
the other tribes more j the intereft rifing in proportion to the 
degradation of the borrower^ 
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doning the mafter without fault is puniQied with 
bamfliment. The duties required from thefe perfons 
do not extend to certain undue fervices, which here 
have not only a degree of meannefs attached to 
them, but infer degradation, if performed by any 
other than a flave, or one of the loweft clafs*. 
Their duties feem to correfpond with the obfequkm 
and reverentia^ which the Roman law exafted from 
the clients of agreat man to their fuperior t^ 

Another fpecies of fervitude fcems to refemble 
the villanage of the feudal fyftem in Europe. When 
a perfon, fays the law, peoples and cultivates the 
land of another man, takes a part of the crop, by 
way of wages ; or breeding cattle, takes milk, or a 
part of the cattle, that fervitude is called Bhook 
Bherut |. The celebrated Magna Charta which has 
by many been deemed a comer (lone in the edifice 
of Britifh liberty, but which, in fa£t, eftabliflied only 
the defpotifm of the Barons over every order of the 
ftate, recognizes this fpecies of fervitude, when it 
ftipulates in favour of wards of the Crown, that their 
property fhould be reftored " ftne vajio hminum rf 



rsriim^ 



m 





* Such fervices arc fweeping the houfe, the ncceffary, or 
cleaniing si perfon who is Atk, 

f Vide Juftinlani Inllit, Juris Civilis, H, T, 

t Hindoo laws, chap, viii. fcft, I. 
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We have frequently had occafion to notice the 
obligation laid upon the head of a family to main- 
tain his poor relations ; fervices are expefted from 
fuch neceffitous perfons, of the nature of thofe fpe- 
ci/ied. They are not fubjeded to what the law 
terms undue fervices^ the opera ferviles of the Ro- 
mans, the performance of fuch inferring a fort of 
infamy. 

Slaves in India are of many different defcrip- 
tions, according to the manner in which they have' 
been acquired. No lefs than fifteen legitimate me- 
thods of acquiring flaves are fpecified in the Eaftern 
code ; fome of which are pcculi^ to this quarter of 
the world. 

Notwithstanding the humane provifions juft 
menti9ned, many perfons either from being deferted 
by their relations, or by the death of their parents, 
are caft deftitute upon the public ; fuch unfortu- 
nates, like loft goods, become the property of the 
finder *. If, during a famine, a perfon has been fed 
by anpther, and his life by that oneans prefcrved, 
fuch become the property of thofe who entertained 
him. Many acquifitions of this nature might have 
been made by Europeans, had their cuftoms autho- 
rifed the praftice. 

SOME- 
'^ Vide Hindoo laws, at this title, , 
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SoMETiMiES a perfon to free himfelf from the im- 
portunities of a creditor, delivers himfelf as a pledge 
for the debt, or in lieu of payment : this fpecies of 
flavery is countenanced by the Hindoo as well as the 
Jewifh and Roman jurifprudence. It does not, how- 
ever, occur to me that the latter admitted of per- 
fonal flavery on the chance of play, as is the avowed 
language of ftatute in this country, as it was by 
confuetudinary law in America *. 

Gaming, and wagering at cock-fighting, are for- 
bidden by the moft ancient codes of law ; it would 
appear therefore that this paffion is not only preva- 
lent in early ages, ^ut alfo moft violent, fince peT- 
fonal liberty was fometimes thrown in as the laft 
flake. In a country where flavery is permitted, this 
unlawful aft was deemed a forfeiture of liberty. 

Another defcription of flaves are fuch as have 
become Sanyaflee, and afterwards have renounced 
that holy way of life. This conduft implies not 
merely a dereliftion of a ftate of fanftity and great 
perfeftion, but alfo the breach of folemn vows ; 
whoever was guilty of it became punifliablc by the 
magiftrate with the lofs of liberty,, unlefs the de- 
linquent were a BrahmjH. In that cafe the criminal 
was branded in the forehead with the point of a 
dog's foot, and banifhed the kingdom f. 

The 

* Robert fon's Hiftory of Amcric?. 

f Vide Gcntoo Laws, chap. , fc£l. 2. 
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The laft clafs of Haves peculiar to the Hindoo 
laws, confifts of thofe who, from their attachment to 
a flave girl, give up their liberty for the purpofe of 
having intercourfe with her. Such flaves recovered 
their liberty on renouncing the fentiale flave, and dif- 
continuing the connexion. 

Th£ manumiflion of flaves occupies a diftinft title 
of the Brahminical infl:itution. The mode of doing 
this varied according to the particular clafs of flaves 
to which an individual belonged. When a mafter 
releafes his flave, a pitcher filled with water, rice, 
and flowers, is placed upon the head of the flave by 
the mafl:er, and there broken. The contents of the 
pitcher fall upon the flave's body, while the mafl:er 
declares his intention of making him free ; this cere- 
mony confers manumiflSon. A form equally cere- 
monious was in ufe among the Romans *. 

The prejudices of the natives requiring every per- 
fon to leave behind him a fon to perform his funeral 
obfequies, gave rife to another mod^ of manumiflion, ' 
which is probably not unfrequent. Whoever is 
without a legitimate child, and hath procreated a fon 
hy a female flave', that child together wit(^ his mo- 
jher become free, from the birth of the fon. 

Free- 
f Inftitut. JuAin. fecund. Hcinecc. ap. H. T.' 
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Freedom was alfo conferred on fuch flayes, as 
from ajQFedion or prefence of mind in any acddem^ 
had preferved the life of their maftcr. Slavery for 
debt is terminated by the extindUon of that debt with 

intergft. 

In general, the domeftic flavery of the Hindoos, is 
attended with lefs harfhnefs, cruelty, or exhaufling 
labour, thail what refults from the fyftem among 
other nations. A ftranger is feldom able to diftln- 
guifh between a Have and any other member of a 
family. The labour of all the common people is 
moderate, and their food and cloathing fo fimple as 
hardly to admit of degrees. #. 

Even in times of calamity if a pcrfon fell his 
(lave girl to another againft her confent, he is repre- 
hcnfible, and may be fined : perhaps the whole fyf- 
tem as it is praftifed in liindoflan may be defended 
on principles of humanity. Scarcity here arifes of- 
ten to be famine : while the great body of the peo- 
ple from the benignity of the climate live almofl with- 
out cloathing, or houfe for Ihelter. There is no 
provifion for a time of difHcuky: a man who has no- 
thing bill his labour to fubfift upon, and perhaps 
does not poffefs the value of two days provifion, is 
not fuppofed in diftrefs, and is often aftually happy; 
at leaft he takes no thought for to-morrow. During 
a famine, however, fuch perfons are relieved by a 
fervitude which prevents them from falling victims to 
hunger. In every warm country cloathing is lefs ne- 

ceflary; 
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ceflary ; lodging almoft fuperfluous ; hence the peo- 
ple are indolent and improvident to a degree that in 
your northern climes would prove fetal. Were a fe- 
mine as frequent in Italy as it is in this country, the 
idle Iiazaroni of Naples would be benefited by a fla- 
very which might fecure them againft hunger and 
want, the neceflary refult of their improvident idle- 
nefs. 

It may therefore be queftioned whether that zeal 
which burned fo furioufly among you for the libe- 
i^tion of flaves, was in every cafe guided by knowir 
ledge. There are at leaft fome inftances in which 
the tender mercy of your humane reformers would 
be cruelty ; for independent of the circumftances 
peculiar, perhaps, to the natives of India, there are 
many perfons whofe intellefts may not be fufficiently 
cultivated to guide their condufl: in a ftate of perfedl 
freedom. As Mr. Burke has juftly faid, liberty is 
power, and man along with the milk of human 
kindnefs, has alfo a good deal of the wolf in his 
compofition, and till that is purged off it will be 
dangerous to allow him to affociate with fheep, more 
fo to rule over them. 

Tenderness to flaves as well as tp every creature 
dependent on our care, is undoubtedly one of the 
precepts which dignifies our benevolent religion : yet 
at the time when the new teftament was written, fls^*. 
very was far more univerfal than at prefent, while no 
prohibition of that ftate appears in its pages. The 

reciprocal 
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reciprocal duties between mafter and fervant (flave} 
are there laid down with much plainnefs, and recom- 
mended from motives very powerful ; but the very 
regulation of fuch a ftate feems a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of its neceflity, and infers its continuance. 
It is no where faid, Difmifs your fervants and abolifli 
flavery. 

The punifliment of flaves has been guarded in the 
Hindoo code with the-moft anxious folicitude. Slen- 
der punifliment with a bamboo fwitch is permitted ori 
the back, or where the leafl: injury may be felt ; and 
in this refpeft flaves are put on the fame footing with 
a wife, a fon or a daughter. The Jewifli law in the 
earlier periods admitted only of forty fl:ripes, as the 
highefl punifliment a mafter could inflift on his flave; 
if, however, his crime was fo atrocious as to call for 
the interference of the magiftrate, the punifliment 
was crucifixion, a fpecies of inflidion peculiarly ig- 
nominious, and common to that people with the Ro- 
mans, and the eaftern nations. 

Servant and flave approach in many inftanqes 
fo near to each other in condition that the lines of 
difcrimination are not always difcernible. Even a 
fon is in many refpefts under the power of his fa- 
ther, and after the legal age, if he remaiji under the 
fame roof, he foregoes the advantage of earning for 
himfelf. The parental power of the Romans alfo 
remained fo long as the father lived; and in fuch 
force, that a fon aft er bearing a public office in the ftate, 

fell 
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fell again un4er the pow^r of his father, whofe autho- 
rity had only intermitted during the exerdfe of his 
public funAionr 

Several complete titles of rfindoo lawreW to 
partnerfhip ; which there does not imply the union of 
feveral perlbns, for a mercantile purpofe; but a 
community of goods, among near relations being 
together under a father or elder brother. .A f?ither 
while he lives is reprefentative and mailer of the 
family. The heritable property of his anceftors, and 
what be has himfelf acquired are under hi3 manage- 
ment, but with different reftriftions. The former 
^ part of the eft ate h^ is not allowed to alienate with- 
out the confent of his children: of the latter he ha» 
the full difpofal. . , . ^ '^ 

The fame reverence and fulbmiflion which the law 
ordains to a father, is after his deJith to be paid by tfie 
different members oif the family to an elder brother^ 
Vho then becoAies the tnahagef of the, whole. If 
fons claim a divifion, that divifion muft be made in 
terms of law; and it would appear from fom'e ancient 
fecords that even a father could not refufe this; as 
appears from the hiftory of the jirodigal fon, as ^d^l 
as the inftitutions of Menu. 



m 



OF THE A^(TI<iJJlTtr OF THE fllNDOO SC^IPtt/RiS. 



^ C^lcum^ Dec. 1798,' 

It has of late become a fafliionable dodrine to afcribe 

. a very high antiquity to the Hindoo Scriptures.; to 

. find difficulties in the Mofaic account of the creation; 

and to feel an affedted concern for its incompatibility 

with authentic Records of the mdft ancient nations, 

M. DE Voltaire imagines that he has expofed 
the Jewifli hiftory to a ftrong degree of ridicule, be- 
qaufe it reprefents tht creation of the world as 
having happened only feven thoufand yeags ago, 
while the Chinefe trace it back to a far greater num- 
ber of millions. Mr Halhed, th^ tranflator of a 
Perfian compilation of Hindoo laws, jdefcribes the 
impreffion which the antiquity of .thefe books make 
liipon his mind ; and the difficulty he finds of bring* 

ing 
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ing down his imagination*^* to the obedience of' 
^^ faith */^ 

In a word, our antiquarians are ever in danger of 
picking up from the immenfe heap of faithful manu* 
fcripts at flcnares, fomp direful fragment that may 
overturn the chronology of the Bible : like the Can- 
on Recupero, when he examined the ftratified lava of 
Mount Etna, '^ they feel the writings of Mofes a dead 
*^ weight upon them,** It is to be regretted, that in 
the fevere drudgery of turning over fo many volumes 
of wifdofn, they fhould be fo often, diflurbed by 
parchments with claims of antiquity fo ftrong, that 
they eflfedually ftagger reafon^ and alarm them into 
pnbelief. 

Mr Halhep thus laments, " that tljpugh we 
H may come to the perufal of their records, armed 
^ with every argument, and fortified even to preju- 
f* dice againft the admjffion of their pretenfions, at 
^* the fame time placing the moft implicit reliance 
** upon the Mofaic chrx>nology as generally receiv* 
** ed, yet their plaufible accounts of thefe remote 
** ages, and their unde^viating confidence in their 
V own affertioiis, never can fail to make fome im- 
^* preffion upon us, in proportion as we gain a 
*' nearer infight into them/* 

As 



^ ^ This gentleman has fince found no difficulty 10 believing 
ibe wild abfurdities of the Prophet Brothers. 
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As the Englifli reader may not poffibly be annecl 
with every argument, nor fo completely fortified in 
European prejudices as Mr Halhed, it would be un- 
fair to expofe him to the whole force of that pla40- 
bility which proved fo irrefiftible to that gentleman* 
Let it fuffice to fay, that the Hindoos reckon the du- 
ration of the world by fymjogues^ or ages, contain- 
ing together above eight millions of years. 

The fjrft age, or that of purity C^uttee JogtdejJ 
lafted 3,200,000 years. In thb period, which feems 
to correfpond with the golden age of our European 
poets * ^ men pra^ifed their duty without the com- 
puUion of law ^ their life extended to an hundred 
thoHland years ; and their ftature was twenty-one 
cubits. 

In the fecond, or Tirtabjoguej one third of the 
human race became reprobate, and the period of life 
was reduced to ten.thoufand years, while that of the 
age itfelf was contraded to two millions four hundred 
thoufand years. > 

In tiie third age, the depraved part of the fpecies 
amount to one half, and the duration of life only 
|o a thoufand years. Thjs age lafted j, 600,000 
years.' 
• Lastly 

^ Sponte fine lege juftitiam colebant. 

Ovid. Mctanr. 
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Xast^^y came the Kalli jogue, or prdcnt 3era, 
which is fuppofed to fubfift only 400,600 years, of 
which about 5000 are already elapfed. In this age 
the depravity of men became univerfal, and thei^ 
lives were reduced to the term of 100 years. 

Such i? the " plaufibility *' of the Hindoo ac- 
count, which ma(Je fo deep an impreffion upon Mr 
Halhed. •' Computation,'* fays he, " is loft ; and 
*' conjefture overwhelmed in the attempt to adjuft 
^\ fuch aftonifhing fpaces of time to our confined. 
** notions of the world's epoch : to fuch an antiqui- 
** ty the Mofaic creatiop is but as yefterday ; and to 
^* fuch ages, the life of Methufelah is but a fpan !** 

OoR ** confined notions " refpeSing the duration 
of the world, are no rules for other nations in form- 
ing their legends, no more than fober hiftory is the 
ilandard for writing romance. Happily there is no 
neceflity for reconciling them ; otherwife the Hindoo 
chronology might be found equally confohant to ours 
as twenty-onp cjibits are to the length of a man. . 

l^ATioNS are ;|s jtndch interefted in the dignity of 
\^eir origin as individuals : high antiquity is univer- 
fally believed to confer on both a luftre, which the 
lefs it is genuine, is the mote eafily counterfeited. 
Even in Europe almoft every nation carries its origin 
back to remote periods of Jarknefs and fiftion ; al- 
though there, the gratification of Vanity is limited by 
the prevalence of knowledge and of fpber criticifm. 

Were 
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Were the early annate of Egypt or £thiopk'dife6^ 
vcred, their limited knowledge wottld probabty he 
found to bear them out in pretenfiotis as grofe as 
thofe of the Hindoos. We know that in China, where 
this kind of arrogance h not checked by any Incfe- 
dulity among the people, that fyftem of chronology 
reaches far beyond that of the Brahmins,- where 
dates mufl: appear to thefe people as of ^^ ydlerday, 
and their lives as a fpan.'* It is fuflBcient, therefore, 
to eftablifh the authority of the Brahminical fcrip- 
tures, that they acgprd with the fuggeftions of human 
vanity in ^ rude and uninforified nation. - Their gi- 
gantic fize and their longevity bear an exaft confor- 
mity with fiftibns and traditions of every early 
people. Thefe tales of the nurfes are gradually fyf- 
, tematifed, and tranferibed into the records of the na- 
tion; yet they are ftill tales though they may happen 
to be repeated with wonder by a different defcription 
of old women* , 

' *' Mere human reafpn,^' fays this tranflator, ** up- 

" on confideration of the prefent contradled mea- 

" fure of mortality, can no more reconcile to itfelf^ 

'' the idea of patriarchal, than of Brahminical long- 

" 6vity •/' and " when the line of implicit feith is 

" once extended, we can never afcertain the precife 

*< limits beyond which it muft not pafs.'' 

The facility with which this gentleman on foma 

late occafions, has extended the " line of implicit 

- " faith,'* has rendered it doubtful whether, with him 

it 
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it has a&y Hiaks at dl. Accordmg to bxtii the great 
jburce ^f aed^iity to the Brahitunical wrhliigs arifes 
from tbe undeviatlng conMtaQ^ In tbek own afler- 
tions. To many, confident affertions will appear a 
very Angular and precarious teft of truth, however 
ihi^y Mr. Halhed may have demeaned himfidf by 
focharale. Munnoo, it would feetn, one of the moft 
authoritative of the Hindoo fages, has hinifdf afBxed 
a date to his own code» J* When ten thoufand and 
" ten year5 of the Suttee jogue were part:, on the night 
" of the full moon, in the month Bhadun, I Mun- 
•' <noo, at the command of Brahma, .finiflied this 
^^ jflMLfter, that fpeaks of mens* duty^ of juftice, and 
/* of reUgian ever inftruftive.'^ It is fufficient theny 
it would feem to comttiand the belief of Mr, 
Halhed, thkt afi inapoftor confidently aflferts., that he 
has communicated ^ith the deity on the night of the 
£uU nooon. 

The 4i€Xt afferter of the alrtiquity ofthefe fcrip- 
tures4s Jage-Bulk, who fays, ** In the Tirtah Jogue, 
*' when ninety-five years were paft^ " in the night 
df Sawun, on the moon's increafe,- " on the day of 
Mercury, J finilhed the treatife called ^ Jage-Bulkj 
whieh fets forth the offices o^ reKgion, '' and alfo 
." urforms men of the dutie$ of the magiftrate/' 

^* What period,'* fays the traflator, " fhall we 

*' jpoflibly affign to thofe- writings, if we difallow 

** the ^thorities liere quoted. If thqr are falfe, 

. ** there muft have been a time whJnthe impofition 

" would 
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<^ would have been too palpable to have psdTed upoi 
*^ mankind, and where the concurrent teftimony of 
" the whole world muft have rifen in judgment a- 
^« gainft it." 

♦ • ^ ■ 

The impdfition running through the whole of 
thefe books, as well as their dates, may at firft fight 
fecm too palpable to pafs upon mankind ;* and cer- 
tamly had they been either capablie or difpofed to 
liften to rational evidence, they could never have 
been received as any thing elfe than the impofitioris 
of craft upon ignorance. But the: very revirfe of 
this is the aftual ftate of nations iii early times. 
Their ancient narratives are all ma^-vellous, and all 
implicitly believed, and it is not wdndierfiil that 
books, which contain either fome prodrgy or grot 
fiftion in every page, fliould alfo affume a fomanhV 
claim to antiquity. The ftyle is uniform in each 
part J and well fuited to gratify apallion for the mar- 
vellous, and to gain upon the unfufpefting credulity 
of a fimple people. That the Hindoos fliould feceive 
thefe confecrated fiSions, is what we fliouM expe^ 
from human nature : and had their early records 
been entirely diverted of every romantic abfurdity, 
they would on that account only have difplayed fome- 
thmg new in the annals of prieftcraft and fuper* 
ftition. 

We are further acquainted that, at the beginning 
of the Kalli jogue, Shukeh :Uiew, a modem author 
according to Hindoo records, compofed a wprk, con- 

fifting 



IKDIAN RECREATIONS. 1 45 

fifting of three thoufand and twenty chapters, and 
detailing the hiftory of India during the three preced- 
ing Jogues; the fucceffion of its Rajahs and the 
duration of their reigns. " What fhall we fay/' 
continues Mr. Halhed " to a work compofed four 
*^ thoufand years ago, and fjom thence tracing 
*' mankind upwards for feveral millions of years ?" 
If fuch a book exifts its contents may fall within the 
extended line of Mr. Halhed'S implicit faith, and 
may be well fuited to his intelleft ; though to other 
minds it will probably convey but a fmall portion of 
information*. 

V 

When we turn from the date of the Hindoo crea- 
tion, and confider the account given of that great e- 
vent, we look in vain for that concifenefs and fub- 
limity which has been admired in the narrative of 
the Jewifli lawgiver even by the Heathens themfelves. 
" God faid, let there be light; and there was light," 
is an example of the fublime quoted by the celebrated 
Longinus, who has long held a diftinguiflied rank as 
a judge of compofition. In the work of Menu every 
thought is frittered down, by an affefted fubtilty, 
and a too minute particularity of defcription : He def- 
cribes the Spirit of God as moving upon the water, 
almoft in the words of Mofes; and the chaotic dark- 
nefs from which the creation was called forth bears a 
ftrong fimilarity in both fyftems. The former, how- 

T ever, 

* Crcdat Judaeus Appella, non ego. 
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ever, not only lofes its dignity, but even gravity^ 
when after the inferior deities, fages, and other great 
perfonages are brought into e^fiftence, it fpecifies the 
creation " of fmall and large reptiles, moths, lice, 
fleas, and common flies, and every biting gnat." 

The time employed by the divine agency in the 
Hindoo creation is not fpecifled ; but as the fyftein 
comprehends no lefs than fourteen fpheres or worlds, 
fix above and feven below that which we inhabit, 
human notions would lead us to conceive greater 
fpace neceflary for its completion, had not the fame 
books themfelves informed us, " that there are num* 
berlefs creations, and deftruftions of worlds ; and 
that ,the being fupremely exalted, performs all this 
with as much eafe as if in fport,again and again, for 
the fake of conferring happinefs *•" 

This paflage alludes to a notion more clearly ex- 
prefled elfewhere; that after the four jogues are 
completed, another creation will commence, endur- 
ing for the fame number of ages. The fpheres or 
worlds above ours are the regions deftined for the 
reward of good men, according to their different at- 
tainments in holinefs. The Swergeh, or firft para- 
dife is the general receptacle for all fuch as have me- 
rited a removal from this lower earth : a fecond 
place, the Mahun is the abode of Fakeers, and fucb 

perfons 

* Menu Inftit. chap, i, v. So. 
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perfons as by dint of prayer, have attained a more 
than ordinary degree of fandlity. The third heaven, 
Junneh is 2(lfo the refidence of pious fouls ; a glori- 
ous Iphefe, beyond which fouls are fuppofed not to 
pafs without fome uncommon merit and qualifica- 
tions *. The other celeftial manfions, up to the 
Suttee (which is higheft of all, and the refidence of 
Brahma, with a few particular favourites,) are inha- 
bited by fuch as have all their lives performed fome 
woi^ierful penance, or died martyrs for their reli- 
gion. The higheft prize of all in this great lottery 
of life, is referved for thofe who have never in their 
whole life uttered a fiftion ; and to thofe women 
Who have burned themfelves on the funeral pile of 
their hufbands, 

The Hindoo fyftem with all its exuberance of blift 
is not more fertile in rewards than punifhments ; be- 
fides thofe numberlefs tranfmigrations to which it 
fubjefts linners, there are twenty-one different hells, 
or regi9n8 of pofitive torture, where men are con- 
figned fot punifhment according to their fuppofed 
criminality. None of thefe punifhments are how- 
ever eternal ; but a redemption from them is ad- 
mitted, as >yell as a ftate of final beatitude by their 
abforption into the fupreme being. 

These ideas of the creation are received by the 
Hindoos literally as they are expreffed; and they 

conftitutg 

* Vide Introd. Gentoo Laws^ by Mr, Halhcd, 
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conftitute an introduftory chapter to their religioua 
and civil code ; which muft prove of high utility if 
it reconcile each of the claffes to its ftation in fociety. 
Brahma, the immediate agent of the creation, is de- 
clared to have formed the Brahmin from his mouth; 
and the duties enjoined him, are not merely fymbo- 
lically reprefented by that organ from which he is 
produced, but to pray, to read, and to inftruft, are 
believed to be qualifications, the unavoidable refult of 
his formation from that organ. 

The Katri by being formed from the arms is quali- 
fied with ftrength to fight and to govern. The Vayfe 
proceeding from the belly are qualified to produce 
the nourifhment of fociety, by exercifing the vo- 
cations of agriculture and traffic. The Sodra, being 
formed from the feet, is doomed to a ftate of fubjc 
tion, in which his duty confifts of labour, in the feA 
vice of the other tribes. , 

It ' is the regret of a benevolent writer, that fa 
many millions of the human race are born to no 
other inheritance but flavcry; his feelings would 
have be;en ftill more deeply wounded had he beheld 
a fociety the greater part of which was doomed to 
inherit infamy as well as flavery. 

The Hindoo fyftem, befides thefe four great tribes 
juft mentioned, fandions a fifth, or adventitious clafs, 
that arifes from illegitimate connedttons between the 
other tribes. This numerous portion of the people, 

which 
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which conduds the mechanic trades and petty traffic, 
is held infamous as well as fervile. All the tribes of 
Burrun Sunker are believed to be contaminated by 
the guilt of their parents, and the tradefmen of India 
are deemed infamous as well as poor. The law 
makes a diflindion in the crimes and punifhment of 
all the claflesj an injury to one order is in fome 
cafes capital ; while the fame oflfence would, if com- 
mitted againft an inferior, be amerced by a trifling 
fine. . 



PEN- 



PENANCES OF THE HINDOOS* 



Allahabad^ July 1799. 

Of the various modes of appeafing the irritated con* 
fci^ce of offenders, that of penances and expiatiom 
has been mod umverfal among fuperftitious nations ; 
and from the extent to which they have carried the 
dodrine, perhaps no invention of prieftcraft has 
been more injurious to the interefts of morality, h 
no ftage of fociety, not even in the higheft degrees 
of virtue and information which it has ever attained, 
are men beyond the reach of remorfe, fmce they are 
always liable to mifconduft and error ; in' a rude 
age, however, when, from the imperfe£tion of go- 
vernment, crimes and irregularities arc more fre- 
quent, and when the character of deity and all that 
pertains to hereafter, are viewed through the awful 
obfcurity of ignorance, the powers of confcience are 
aided by imagination, an4 its upbraidings are be^ 
yond endurance, 

In 
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In fuch cafes relief is grafped at without enquiry 
into the aptitude of the means ; and to reftore a 
man to peace of mind, and fdf eftimation, if it can 
be done without injuring virtue, is one of the befl 
Q&ces of a religious inftru^or. 

Penances and expiations are thofe external ads 
appointed by the priefthood, to appeafe confcience 
under the notion of removing moral turpitude. 
They are founded on a principle univerfal in human 
nature ; and 'm every country have, in a greater or 
lefs degree, become an engine of power to the prieft* 
hood. In ages of ignor^ce men are leaft able to 
defeft encroachments of this nature : their fuperfti- 
tious fears feem rather to invite them : hence hiftory 
has always exhibited this branch of ecclefiaftical 
power and emolument, bearing a ftrid proportion to 
^he ignorance of the people. 

Acts naturally indifferent are put on the fame 
footing with immoralities ; eating certain articles of 
food, drinking certain liquors, or touching certain 
objefls, are declared forfeitures, and are expiated by 
penance as immoral conduft. In moft of the Afia^ 
tic governments, where the priefthood have acquired 
great influence, the doftrine of penances and expia- 
tions has been extended to almoft. every adion and 
fituation of life ; and the people have been gradually 
fubjefted to a jurifdidion as unlimited as their own 
fuperftitious imaginations, and provided with punifii- 
fnents as various as their fears. 

The 
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The Jewifti inftitutions have been preferved to us 
in records more authentic than thofe of any other 
ancient people. By them w^ learn in what various 
cafes a ipan was rendered impure, whether from 
guilt, or from circumftances accidental, or by ac- 
tions indiflFerent. But whatever were the means by 
which guilt or impurity was contraded, expiation 
was indifpenfable, before the finner could be admit- 
ted into fociety, partake in any religious folemnity, 
or even eat or drink with his brethren *, Thefe 
laws were guarded by puniftiments fo fevere, as en- 
fured their obfervance ; difobediencc in certain cafes 
incurred the fame punilhment as murder: " The 
*' man that fliall be unclean and fhall not purify 
" himfelf, that foul (hall be cut oflf from among the 
^^ congregation.*' 

A large portion of the Hindoo Scripture is appro* 
priated to the fubjedt of expiation. The great fyf- 
tem of Metempfychofis itfelf, as laid down in the fa-, 
cred books, makes a part of this dodrine *. The 
fufferings endured by undergoing a certain number 
of tranfmigrations, are in no inftance declared eter- 
nal : *' when the taint arifmg from guilt is remov- 
ed;' 

* Numb. chap. xix. v. 22. The delinquent was not merely 
excluded frcim fociety j ** but whatfoever the unclean perfon 
toucheth (hall be unclean, and the foul that toucheth it (hall 
be alfo unclean.*' 

f Vide Inflltut. of Mepu, chap. xii. paffittu 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 1 53 

^d/' the foul again recovers beatitude ; and after 
its purification is complete, it is abforbed into the 
univerfal fpirit *. 

The machinery of the Hindoo fyftem is awful and 
tremendous ; and had it been uniformly employed 
in the defence of virtue, its efFefts muft always have 
been confiderable, as well as very falutary. 

Their regions of torment are various, and in 
great number ; and the pains fufFered in them are 
proportioned to the fuppofed guilt of the offenders ; 
who " as often as they repeat criminal aSs are 
" doomed to pains more and more intenfe, in defpi- 
*' cable forms upon this earth. They fhall firft have 
" a fenfation of agony in Tamifra f , or utter dark- 
" nefs, and in other feats of horror. Multifarious 
" tortures await them : they fhall be mangled by 
" ravens and owls ; and fwallow cakes boiling hot ; 
" fhall walk over inflamed fands j and fhall feel the 
*' pangs of being baked like the veflTels of a 
^' pouerj/* 

Even thefe regions of darknefs are not altogether 
inaccefTible to hope, and the criminal in the abyfs of 

U* . torment 

* Ibid, V. 22, 

f One of the helh of the Hindoos. ' 

t Chap. xii. V. 74, et infra. 
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torment might look forward to a period in which his 
guilt would be expiated, and when the gates of blifs 
would be no longer fhut againft him. Eternal 
punifhments feem, to the Hindoo, injurious to virtue, 
and repugnant to mercy. 

So far may the Hindoo fyftem of expiation be re- 
garded as abetting the caufe of virtue, but there are 
other parts of it that feem calculated to fubvert the 
moral fenfe, and obliterate the diftinftion between 
right and wrong. The claflification of crimes totally 
unequal, and the fubjefting aftions indiferent, to 
the fame punifhment as offences the moft injurious 
to fociety, certainly tends to weaken the moral fa- 
culty. It is a maxim in legiflation, that law fhould 
not counteraft morals, and that the crimes of the 
flatute^book fhould correfpond with the dictates of 
confcience; 'but in a fyfl'em erefted by interefled 
craft upon ignorance, we are not to expeft that this 
rule fhall be flridly adhered to. ^ 

We find accordingly in the Braminical code, 
crimes of the mofl different degrees of turpitude 
rlaffed together, without any regard to proportion in 
their punifliment. ' Thus, "forgetting texts of fcrip- 
lure,*' is clafTed with " perjury ;" eating things for- 
bidden, to " killing a friend :*' incefl and adultery, 
are compared to flaying a bull or a cow f -^ drinl^ing 

' for- 

f Menu, chap. xii. v. ^s, Scc.^ 
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forbidden liquor, to killing a brahmin. In feveral 
inftances, actions highly meritorious according to 
our notions, are put on the fame footing with a cpn- 
duS implying great infamy* *' Working in mines 
of any fort, engaging in dykes, bridges, or other 
^reat mechanical works," is clafiTed with " fubfifting 
by the harlotry of a wife, and preparing charms to 
deftroy the innocent t/' 

Im order to account for this artificial and fafti- 

tious fyftem of morality, it muft be remembered, 

that the more crimes are multiplied, the oftener 

muft the finner have, recourfe to expiation, and the 

priefts in confequence, mu/l profit more frequently 

by his abfolutiori. " Penance,'' fays the facred text, 

" muft invariably be performed for the fake of ex- 

'' piatiofi y. for they who have not expiated their 

^* fins,, will again fpring to birth with difgraceful 

** marks/' This paffage feems to 'allude to a veiy 

fingular invention of the Brahmins to multiply the 

number of cafes in which expiation becarfle necef- 

fary ; they encourage the belief that every corporeal 

mark or infirmity at birth, muft have been occa- 

fioned by ' fome fin committed either by the parents 

themfelves, or the perfon himfelf in a former ftate ; 

and in either cafe expiation became neceffary before 

he could be admitted to the comforts of fociety. 

4. If 

t Ibid, V. 64. It IS fcarcely poffiblc to Invent a {ydcm 
moic repugnant to public improvement. 
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^* If a twice born man by the will of God m this 
" world, or from his natural birth, have any cor- 
" poreal mark of an expiable fin committed in this 
" or a former ftate, he muft hold no intercourfe 
" with the virtuous, while his penance remains un- 
" performed,** The Jews whofe fyftem of crimes 
and expiations was nearly as complex as that of the 
Hindoos, and in feme particulars bears a flrift re^ 
femblance to it, feem to have entertained this .ftrange 
opinion. " Was it this man^ or his parents that 
" finned, that he was bom blind ?" is a queflion im- 
plying this belief. The Icprofy, which was once more 
frequent among that people than at prefent muft have 
been regarded as proceeding from fome moral turpi- 
tude ; at leaft the expiations, after it was declared to 
be removed, were equally numerous and expenfive 
as thofe required for the removal of guilt *-. 

But if farther proof of the difpofition of the 
Brahmins to niultiply crimes, and the neceffity of 
expiating them were needed, fufEcient would be 
found in their extenfion of this n\ode of difcipline to 
involuntary offences t. Although no axiom in mo- 
rals 

* Tliefe marks were vaiious, and exprefllve of the crinif^j 
committed by the perion who bore them. " Ihe dealer of a 
lamp, fuffcred blindnefs j the drinker of f^nrits, blaclf teeth j 
tUc fl.vyer of a Brahmin, marafmus \ the violator of his gooru's 
bed, dtformity in the generative organs." 

f See cbiip, XXV. paflim. 
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T^Is can be clearer, than that intention alone coiifti- 

tutes guilt, and fo far only as evil intention can be 

Ihewn, fo far is criminality eftablifhed ; the man, 

however, who has unintentionally occafiohed the 

death of another, feels an uneafinefs fomewhat re- 

fembling remorfe : he feels defirous to make com- 

penfation even for unitatended mifchief. Upon thi» 

feeling the doftrine of expiating involuntary offences 

has been founded ; penances of great feverity huve 

been ordained for them. " If a Brahmin, fays Menu; 

** have killed a man of tl\e facerdotal clafs, without 

" malice, he muft make a hut in a foreft, and dwell 

** in it twelve whole years, fubfifting on alms, for 

*' the purification of his fouL If the flayer be a 

•* king, he may perform facrifices with prefents of 

** great value : if a perfon of wealth has committed 

•' this offence, he may give all his property to fome 

•' Brahmin learned in the Veda §."" 

Involuntary guilt being thus eftablifhed, and 
the very touching of a great proportion q( the fur- 
rounding objefts incurring defilement, as well as kil- 
ling any fenfitive animal, from an infeft to a camel, 
the Hindoo muft be in perpetual bondage ; that he 
is haunted with continual apprehenfions of tranf- 

grefTing 



§ Chap. vii. V. 73, &c. The Jewlfti prieQs held upon this 
fubjc6t a fimilar do^rinc. A city of refuge prote6^ed the 
killer 5 but if found beyond its limits he nii^ht be puniflied. 
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grdSng againfl: fome article of this vaft fyftem of 
criminal law, is not to be wondered at. Sins of 
bnoiflion, as well as pctfitive offences, equally expofe 
him to the expiating difcipline of the priefts ; and 
that he efcapes a fingle day of his life from incurring 
inflidions, is probably more owing to their for- 
bearance, than to his own purity. 

. Armed with this mighty engine of opprefSon, the 
Brahmins, upon a near view, will be found, perhaps, 
to exercife their authority with no great rigour. 
Empowered to inflidt fuch a number of penalties, 
which all incur, whether they are lazy or idle, a- 
wake or afleep, there feem but few inftances of 
cruelty or even hardfhip fuftained by the exercife of 
a power thus unbounded. The truth is, the fuper- 
ftition of • the people i^ fo great that they willingly 
undergo any penance : it equals, and fbraetimes fur- 
paffes all that the priefthood exadls from it. After 
having fatisfied all the rigid demands of the fyftem 
of expiation, the pious Hindoo often invents new 
privations and aufterities for the exercife of his pa- 
tience, and the en^livening of his piety. Of this 
kind are the pilgrimages he undertakes to places of 
peculiar fandity ; the vows of abftinence and mor- 
tification which he regularly difcharges, and the 
frequent corporeal pains which he inflids upon him- 
felf. 

The place from which I now write, is celebrated 
for the fandlity which is fuppofed to be conferred on 

- fuch 
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filch as bathe at the jundion of the united ftreams of 
the Ganges and the Jumna. Ten or twelve thou- 
sand pilgrims may be feen at once crowding to the 
banks ; their admiffion to the facred fpot/ is' pur- 
chafed by a certain fum for each man, paid to the 
Brahmins. Between the piety and the avarice of 
the Hindoo^, there is fometimes a great ftruggle; 
thefe two paflions feem to occupy his whole loul. 
This year the Brahmins infifted on a certain fum, 
which, the pilgrims for a while refufing to pay, one 
of the former made a feint of cutting his hand. This 
meafure, the efficacy of which to us is not very ob- 
vious, had at once the defired effefl: : all agreed in- 
ftantly to pay down the fum demanded, convinced 
that if blood had been drawn from that facred per- 
fon, the whole crowd of* pilgrims muft have fufFered 
a fentence of damnation, which ages of fuffering 
could not have revcrfed. 

Another clafs of voluntary penances, for the 
fake of advancing the fandity of the performer, are 
thofe numerous aufterities that are prefcribed in con- 
fequence of vows. "If a perfon becomes unfortunate, 
and on this account lofes that confequence' which he 
formerly held ia fociety, he conJbles his vanity by 
turning faint ; and on that fcore draws to liimfelf a 
greater degree of confideration than perhaps he en- 
joyed as a man of rank and fortune. In purfuit of 
this objed, thoufands make vows of aufterity, and 
renounce the world. Clothed in Ikins, they wander 
as mendicants, or retire to the forefts, and fubfift on 

^ wild 



i$0 INDIAN R£CREATIPK5. 

wild fruits, or the roots of plants. When fucha 
refolution is taken, it is irrevocable ; the fevereft 
punifliments are -inflifted on fuch as retraft their 
vows, or return to fociety. 

These hermits are confidexed as aftually dead ; 
their property is divided among their relations, and 
the funeral obfequies are performed to t^eir manes, 
hi ancient times, the age of forty or fifty years was 
the period of taking this vow; the^difcharge pf 
which is fuppofed to confer the high^ft degree of 
perfeftion to which in this life a man could attain. 
The bodily pains inflifted on themfelves by the 
anchorets of this country, from their whimfical na- 
ture and their feverity, are at once repugnant to rea- 
fon, and beyond the limits of credibility. Tbey 
only who have feen the horrid fceries difplayed at 
qertain Hindoo feftivals, will be able to form a con- 
ception of the extravagances which fuperftition can 
diftate, or of the fufferings which fortitude an 
endure. 



RE' 



RJESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE JEWISH AND HINDOO 
RITES. 



Calcutta f Dec. lygS^ 

That there fliould be a referabFance in the laws and 
ulages of nations in a limilar ftate of improvement^ 
is what we are led to expeft equally by hiftory, and 
common refledion. The lingular coincidence ber 
twecn many of the Hindoo cuftoms and thofe of the 
Jews recurs too frequently, and- with too clofe a re-f 
femblance to have arifen folely from this caufe. If 
men originally fprung from one common ftock, and 
we are told that they didj their primitive inftitutions, 
would migrate along with every tribe at/its removal 
from the parent country. The farther, therefore^ 
that men. are.traced, apd the nearer you approach 
t© the original flock, the greater fimilarity mufl be 
found in their cuftoms. The Hindoo fcriptures and 
Our own, are the moft ancient records yet known : 
the laws in each code are in fome cafey exaftly the 

X fami^ 
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fame ; and in many they are fimHar : were other re- 
cords (till more ancient to be difcovered 'tis poflibFe 
that thefe would difplay a ftill ftrcniger refemblance, 
till we at laft arrived at the hiftory of one primary 
and individual people. 

The doftrine of the tranfmigration feems to have 
been embraced by the difciples of Mofes, and of 
Menu ; and as this was confidered as a ftate of ex- 
piation, the prayers of a man's pofterity were believed 
to operate in behalf of their fuffering anceftor, and 
to render his purification more expeditious and lefe 
painful, flence the cuftom of adopting a child was 
praftifed, with a view to this very end perhaps, iir 
both countries. The duty of leaving a foa is fo fa^ 
ered and indifpenfible among the Hindoos^ that afe- 
cond and even a third wife is allowed, if there ^a^ncr' 
child by the firft *. Pbligamy was praftifed by the 
Jews, and aUb concubinage, but this is too common 
a cuftom among the eaftern nations to found any ar- 
gument of their connection. 

The ncceflity of leaving a fon to perform thefe 
duties, diSated that cuftom ef procreating a child on 
the widow of a deceafed brother who had lieft no 
oflfspring. This connexion is only permitted in the 
Hindoo fyftem^ not enjoined ; and muft ceafe as fooa 

as 

* And the maid (Eilher) was fair and beaatiful ; wbom 
Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, adoj^tedfot 
his own daughter* Eft, it. 7. 
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as the obje£l: is obtained * : In the Jewifh law the 
duty of raifmg up feed to a deceafed brother, is matter 
of pofitive precept, the negleft of which feems to 
have incurred no fmall degree of infamy !• 

The ceremonies at marriage are extremely Various 
^d complex in the Hindoo code, which permits 
eight different forms, all affefting the rank of the 
parties, and their progeny differently. In fome of 
0iefe forms the contract is made, by giving prefents 
to the parents of the bride, a pra&ice which feems to 
bQ a remnant of the cuftom of purchafmg wives, fo 
frequent among rude nations J. This praftice ob- 
tained among the Jews in the early periods of their 
biftory, when we find Jacob ferving for both the 
daughters of Laban. 

The intermarriages of different ranks are per« 
mitted in the Hindoo fytlem j but fuch are alvsrays 
deemed difgraceful, and vitiate the offspring which 
is degraded. The tribes of the Jews are kept dif- 
^d, as well as the cads of the Indian;, the daugh- 
ters 

♦ H« wbo lafcivioufly dallies with the widow of a de- 
ceafed brother, though (he be legally married to him is dif- 
graced. Ch. iii. v. 173. 

f Then (hall his brother's widow loofe the (hoe from off his 
foot, and fpit ia his face ) and (hall anfwer and fay, fo (hall it 
be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's 
houfe. Deut. xxv. 9. 

X Vide Nch. xii. 28, 
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ters of Zetophehad are ordered to many in the{f 
own tribe; and priefts who could not fhew their gei 
healogy, or who married a ftranger were confidered 
as polluted, and were degraded from their office *. * 

The laws of the fage Menu, like thofe of greater 
part of the eaftem legiflators, fpeak of the female 
fex in terms, that accordiiig to European notion^ 
Would be deemed highly difrefpeftful ; and what 
does no great credit to his confiftency, he requires 
from the fex a condufk more correft and decorous, 
than can be hoped for <rom an ordinary Ihare of 
judgment and circumfpeftion. When legiflating for 
the fex, this oracle obferves, that " Through theif 
** paffion'for men, their mutable temper, their want 
** of fettled afFe£lion, and their ^erverfe nature, let 
** them be guarded in this world ever fo Well, they 
^* foon become alienated from their huibarids.*'-— 
<* Women have no biifinefs with the Veda ; thus is 
** the law fully fettled : having therefore no evidence 
*^ of law, and no knowledge of expiatory texts, fin- 
** ful women muftbe as foul as falfehood itfelf f." * 

Yet with all thefe bad qualities they are expected 
to remain conftant in their own houfe, and are nof 
even " to laugh without covering the face with ^ 

" veil, 

♦ Among tlic carlj Romans marriage was contradled ia 
thtee ways ^ coemptione, confariatione, et ufu. 

f MenU| ch. ix. v. 15, &c« 
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^^ veil. Unfeafonable fleep, rambling abroad, dwel- 
f* ling in the houfe of another, are declared crimes 
^* which bring infamy upon tlieir hufbands." They 
are declared to be always in a (late of dependence or 
pupilage } firft in the houfe of their father, afterwards 
h. that of the hufband, ajid laftly in that of their 
Ibn. 

Barrenness, bearing female children, being dif^ 
^afed are deemed fufficient caufes of fuperfeding a 
wife and marrying another^ So little confidence do 
they place in their virtue, that fpeaking to, or fitting 
iipon the fame couch with a man are declared to be 
Adulterous afts, and feverely punifhable; aftual adul- 
tery if committed with a perfpn of birth incurs 
death. ^ * 

Barrenne^ in a married woman is confidered as 
a great misfortune, equally in the Jewifli and Indian 
^ode ; in both, the eldeft fon obtained certain rights 
by the priority of his birth. In the Jewifli law the 
firft born was confidered as facred, and was redeem- 
ed. The Hindoo philofdpher grants him the fole 
right of invoking the^ gods, and offering oblations to 
the manes in the Sradha. A double portion of 
the inheritance is declared the legal right of the 
firft born in both fyftems ; but among the Hindoos 
there are many modifications of this rule, according 

to the virtue of ihe fon, or the^j^ank of his mother. 

} . 

That 
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That whole title of law relating to dcfilcmen^ 
and the means of removing it bears a ftrong fimi- 
larity among both nations : and this part of 
their fuperftition feems of every other to have 
made the mod indelible imprefTion upon the mindii 
of both. The modern Jews are as punctilious widi 
regard to the lulling of meat, its kind, the perfon 
who drefles it, as their anceftors were two thoufan4 
years ago. ITie firft teachers of chriftianity, who 
intended to promulgate a fyftem of morals inftead of 
ritual obfervances, had great difficulty in recalling 
their attention from the obfervancc of days and 
afcetic devotion. It feems to have been of all things 
the moft difficult to p^rfuade them that true holincfs 
confifted not of •* meat§ nor of drinks,*' but " in righ- 
teoufnefs, peace ancl joy.**, Their obftinate adherence 
to thefe particulars feems the very drcumftance which 
every where preferves the Jews a diftinct people, 
though difperfed throughout every part of the world- 
When the Hindoos are removed, as at Aftracan, they 
remain equally fecluded and diftinct. 

In both fyftems. all forbidden meats induce im: 
purity. All flefli meat is rigidly iPorbidden the Hin- 
doo, as his prdinary food, but* fuch animals as are 
declared clean, (which are nearly the fame with thofe 
permitted .to the Jews) might be legally killed for 



fecrificef 



J 
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facrifice j and on that occafion they might be eaten 
meritorioUfly *. 

Other objects of defilement, fiich as a dead body, 
an unclean perfon, a woman after childbirth, in her 
menfes, a man after an impure dream, with various 
others are exactly the fame, and the methods of pu- 
rification are alfo fimilar. 

What we are leaft prepared to expect in the hif- 
tory of the two countries, at prefent under our review, 
i^ a refemblance in their worfhip and religious cere- 
monies. The great and peculiar object of the Jewifli 
fyflem was to inculcate monotheifm, and to eftablifh 
a nation with feled rites ; and here it muft be ac- 
knowledged that the notions taught by the Hindoo 
fyftem fall infinitely fhort of that ftiblimity of truth 
and dignity which the Jewifh fcriptures inculcate up- 
tn this fubjeft. 

• The Supreme Being is depifted in the fornief, 
with vague and indiftinft attributes : the aftions im- 
puted to him in the creation and.governipent of the 
world, .are often puerile and 4bfurd ; and worfhip is 
never mentioned as ex(!lufively due to him. Anceftors. 
aind deities are the obje^s of daily reverence in the 
facrifices of the Hindoo, but he has no inftitution in 

honour 

* On a fokmn oflFcnng to a gueft, at facrificjc, and in holy 
rites to the manes or the gods ; but on thefe occafions only^ 
nay cattle be (kin : this law rvleou enabled. Ch, vu r. 41* 
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l^bnour of one Supreme God, entitled to the excUf* 
five homage of mankind. 

After marking this effential diflPerence it is juft to 
obferve, that the liturgies of both fyftenjis bear in o* 
ther pstrticulars a clofe refemblance. There are fimi- 
lar altars, the fame incenfe and offerings, and the re- 
fpefk of the worfliipper at both was expreffed by fimi: 
lar afts. The Jews had in the fervicc of their temple 
dancing and finging women, who had a regular 
maintenance from the publi<; funds of the church *- 
There is the fame eftablifliment at prefent in all the 
confiderable temples of the Deccan t. 

The fervaiits of the altar, were, in ^ch country, 
chofen only from one particular tribe, which was iiv- 
vefted with high rank, and fuppor^ed by a fixed con: 
tribution from the reft of the inhabitants^ Certain 
particular ads were neceffary before a perfon of the 
prieflly rank could perform any religious ofEce. In- 
yefliture with thefacred firings a girdle and a flaffoii 
his fixteenth year, was neceffary to the confecratioi;! 
of a prieft. The twice-born all underwent at certain 
period.s a fpecies of confecration which conflitutea 
tTielr fecand birth ; and in confequence of it they 

enjoyed 

* And all Ifraflin the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days 
of Nehcmiah, gave the portions of the fingers, and' t*he porter 
every day his portion. Neh. xii. 47. 

f Menu, ch. ii. v. 38, ct infra. Exod. xxxi. 10. 
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enjoyed peculiar privileges ever after in the eye of 
the law. The Jewifli ritual mentions the " confei- 
oration of the priefts, the clothes of fervice, ani the 
holy garments/' 

The code of Menu makes frequent mention of 
the twice bom, which confift of fuch of the three 
higher clafles as have been invefted with the (acriflcal 
thread. The language of the New Teftament, 
which metaphorically ufes the phrafes of " regene- 
ration, and being begotten and born again/' mpft 
probably alluded to fome of the Jewifli rites that 
were analogous to thofe of Menu. 

But the deviations of the Jews from the worfliip 
prefcribed in their law were frequent Their wor- 
fliip of images, and falfe gods, in the grpves and 
high places, is charged againfl: them on many occa- 
fions * : thefe were the pimftices of the furrounding 
nations. They muft recur to every perfon's mind 
who has obferved the multitude of Hindoo images 
upon fome of the rocks on the Ganges, and beneath 
the (hade of large trees. The houfehold gods which 
Were ftolen from Laban by his daughter, probably 
refembled thofe fmall images, particularly of the 
calf, of which the Hindoos are ftill fo fond, and be- 

Y fore 



* Judges, chap, vi. 
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foTc which you fee them proftradng theinfelire» 
daily*. 

From a coincidfmce of the cuftoms of thefe na- 
tions in fo many various and detached particulars, 
it is probable that through all the warmer climates of 
Afia, a confiderable fimilarity obtains in the manners 
of every nation ; and from the Angular {lability and 
permanency of their inftitutiops, a minute examina* 
tion of them at the prefent moment will tend to efta« 
blifh the truth of ancient hiftory. 

The Jewifli and Hindoo fcriptures mutually illuf- 
trate and confirm the authenticity of each other ; 
and the prefent cuflom^ of the Afiatics proving fo 
perfeftly fimilar to what we find related in both, 
^dds greatly to the credibility of either, at leaft as a 

' faith. 

* 

f The people here are guided by falfe prophets, and dream- 
ers of dreams, in the fame manner in which we are told the 
Jews were f . A gentleman in the neighbourhood of Benares 
lately wiihed to have a place of worlhip removed from the vi- 
cinity of his houfe. He confulted the Brahmins whether i^ 
could be done,- and came forward with a liberal offer. He 
received no immediate anfwer, but one of their number gave 
out that he had a place of greater fandity for the pooja, re* 
veiled to him in a dream. The people g^ve him implicit ere* 
dit, reinoved the pagoda, and the prieft received his promifed 
reward from the pcrfon for whofc 'accommodation the dream 
bad been fent, 

f Deut xm, x. 
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faithful record of manners. Parts of the jewifK 
hiftory, from their oppofition to European man- 
hers, and their repugnance to oiir ideas, have 
been held up as objedions to the authenticity of thefe 
records •, on many of thfefe the Hindoo records be* 
flow the fulleft credibility. 

That fevere law which ordained a woman to be 
iloned to death, who on marriage did not difcover 
'the *^ tokens of virginity,'* is invefted with the fulleft 
authenticity by perufmg the Hindoo code : In this 
we obferve fevere inflidions in the fame circum- 
fiances ; and a whole chapter of regulations is de- 
Voted to afccrtain the punilhment of thofe offencei 
by which thefe tokens may be deftroyed *. 

In the fanie manner, from the peculiarity of the 
Jewifli manners, and from the great damage fuppofed 
to be fuftained from eating impure food, it was cri- 
ininal to oflFer it : and fince chaftity in a woman wad 
fo effential in the eye of the law, to afperfe her on 
that head was puniftied with a fevere fine. The in- 
ftitutions of the Brahmins upon thefe points are 
perfectly fimilar : whoever caufed a prieft to eat im- 
pure food, or drink wine, is fined, and in certain 
cafes is put to death t ; nor is he treated with lefsl 
feverity who falfely afperfes the chaftity of a wo- 
man's conduft. 

From 

* Vide Geatoo Laws, chap, 20^ fe^l. 5. paflim* 
f Idem, chap^ ii* (t&t 6. 
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FRbM thefe numerous coincidences of the man-» 
ners and writings of the natives of this country- ^pnth 
thofe of the ancient Jews, it has been fuppofed that 
in fome former period an intercourfe was maintained, 
between them. This fome have concluded to have 
taken place during their abode in Egypt} others * 
with greater probability have imagined that their in- 
tercourfe arofe from the refidence of the Jews in the 
dominions of the Babylonifh kings, who then pof« 
feffed- the countries bordering upon HindoftaiT; as 
we are informed by the facred books : " Now it 
came to pafs, in the days of Ahafuerus, (this is Aha- 
fuerus whieh reigned from India even imto Ethiopia 
over an hundred and feven and twenty provinces V) 



*ECl/- 



* This patfage explains ttie caufc of tlie eleVation ot a 
Jcwcfs, Efthcr, to the Petfian throne. Vide Eft. ch. i. V. i. 



THE AUTHORITY CLAIMED BY THE BRAHMINS. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798. 

The facred books of the Hindoos * comprehend a 
more voluminous fyftem of law, theology and moral 
fcience, than thofe of any other nation : the mytho- 
logy of the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, feem 
only detached fhreds, when compared with thefe com- 
pendious volumes. 

It regulates not only the interior economy of 
every private family, but contains the whole fyftem 

of 

* A fmall portion of tbem only has yet been tranflated > a 
cQinpilation by certain Brahmins colle£ted at Calcutta by 
Crovernor tiafUoj^s, and rendered by Mr Halhed into Engllfh, 
nndcr the title of * A Code of Gentoo Laws f another portion 
containing ' the Inftitutes of Menu/ has been tranflated by Sir 
W. Jones* In the obftrvations here offered, thefe fources of 
iafoxmation are referred to as authentic. 
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of jurifprudence, by which property is held^ and thii 
rules by which government itfelf is adminiftered. 
The Hindoos believe Aefe books to contain treafures 
of infpired wifdom, and they confidently fubmit ta 
their ordination the whole ftrudlure of focicty, and 
the regulation of every part of it. 

The whole muft, however, be regarded as the 
mod complete fyftem of prieftcraft ever erefted for 
the fubjugation of mankind. Knowledge, in the na- 
ture of things, muft always acquire an afcendant 
over timidity and ignorance ; and the chief peculia- 
rity difplayed by the Afiatic nations is the lofty and 
impofing tone which it affumes, and the fubmiflive 
tamenefs and credulity with which every pretention 
to it is received by the people* 

The liipreme powers, Legiflative, Executive, and 
Judicial, feem, under the Hiadoo governments, to 
have been retained originally in the hands of the 
Brahmins, By them, the prince is ftiled the magi* 
ftrate, and his powers in every department are mark- 
ed out by the priefthood in the facred books, the in- 
terpretation^ and perhaps the compofition of which, 
was exclufively claimed by their orden 

Menu, the fon of God, himfelf a divine perfon^ 
publiflies by them his authoritative commands, to 
which the monarch feems to have been fubjedled as 
miich as any of the people. Government is in the 
ftriaeft fenfe theocratical ; the Brahmins adminifter 

it 
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it, and ate declared in the Scripture ** to be by right 
the chief of the '^hole creation */ The very birth 
of a Brahmin is a conftant incarnation of the God of 
Jufticc : when a Brahmin fprings to fight, he is born, 
above the world, the chief of all creatures, affigned 
to guard the treafury of duties, religious and civil t* 

The world and every thing it contains is declared 
to belong in fubftance to this order, for whom it is 
afferted to have been created ; ind *^ through the 
benevolence of the Brahmin other mortals enjoy 
life," 

These claims, lofty as they certainly are, were 
not perhaps ill-fuited, or difproportbned to the €im' 
plicity of thofe upon whom they were ma4e j nor is 
it furprifing that the. Brahmins interfered in the legi- 
flature, and all the funfiions of government. 

By the Sacred Books, the magiftrate is not only 
direfted whefij and how he fhall make war ; but in 
the raifing and difcipline of armies ; the choice of 
all his fervants, from the higheft officer of ftat^ to 
the lowefl: menial attendant. He is allowed no ex- 
clufive or individual power, but is direded to choofe 
a certain number of counfellors, and " to one learn- 
ed Brahmin diftinguifhed among them all, he is 

charged 

* Mena, chap ift, v. 93. f Idem, v. 98, 99. 
t Idem, cbiip. v. loi. 
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charged to impart his momeiitous counfel, and to 
iotruft to him with full confidence all tranfa&ions */ 

The place of his refidencc, and the choice of his 
ambafladors, are not committed to the difcretion of 
the prince ; his inftru£tions defcend even to the no- 
mination of a domeftic prieft, and to the payment of 
his menial ftrvantst. The quantum of taxes to be 
impofed on each clafs of inhabitants, is fixed with 
confiderable predfion ; diflferent proportions of re- 
venue are to be drawn from merchandize, from a- 
gricukure, and from manual labour^ all Specified 
with a particularity that feems almoft to preclude 
difcretionary power in that important branch of pre- 
rogative. Upon the Brahmin, however, no tax 
whatever can be impofed : even in the cafe of crimes 
and confifcation, 'none of his property can ever be 
. feized by the prophane hands of the magiftrate. It 
muft go to the priefthood ; '^ for a king, though 
dying with want, muft not receive any tax from a 
Brahmin learned in the Vedas." 

The priefthood is not only exempted from all 
contribution to the fupport of government, but a 
fupport from the ftate is decreed for them ; all 
ranks are enjoined to make them prefcnts, the merit 

of 



♦ Menu, chap. 7, v. 58, 59. 

f One ana a day as wages, are fpeclfied, v. 124* 
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hi which is declared in certain cafes to be infinite; 
and in all, better than offerings of holy fire ||. 

The facnfices of the king are dways to be ac- 
companied with gifts of different kinds to the Brah« 
mins, befides their legal provifion from the ftate. 
The jqdicial power feems to have been vefted in this 
order ; for though the king was allowed to decide 
caufes perfonaliy, as in the ifeudal monarchies of 
Europe, he was always obliged to be counfelled by 
the Brahmins, arid when not prefcnt, the whole ju- 
dicial power was exercifed by this order. 

The Hindoo governments feem then to hare been 
hierarchical, in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word : whe* 
ther the priefts pretended to receive their commands 
from Menu or Brigha, they were always abfolute 
ovq: the people, who were as effedually ruled by 
them as the Romans were by Romulus when tu- 
tored by Egeria, 

That we do not now fee the BrJhminical hierar- 
chy in this plenitude of power,*muft be afcribed to 
the conquefi of the country by a people hoftile td 
this fyftem* 

i iH 

Jl Menu, cb. 7. %. iii: 
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In eviery thing, not relartng to government, it$ i& 
fluence feems as powerful as ever : its diiftates are a^ 
abfolutely binding upon the Hindoo in his eating,- 
dmkmg, aWutions, and every part of his behaviour, 
as the decrees of fate. In Thibet, trhere the Chinefe 
government has mada but few encroachments on the 
independence of that country, the Lama is not only 
a prince and king, but a deity worfliipped by valfe 
multitudes^ even beyond the limits of his territory/ 

At whatever time the Sabred Boofe i^f the Hin- 
doos were written, they contain numberlefs alTufions 
to a ftate of fociety confiderably advanced in the 
arts of life : they mention tovms of eight cofe in 
length, or fixteeri miles, a circumftance which: im- 
plies a; degree of population far exceeding thai of the 
Jewifh nation at any period of their hiftory J. They 
tAdihliiiz Jus gentium^ or law of natkms, more htr* 
mane and refined than has ever beeti adopted by an^ 
people in the firft ftages of their union. Every man 
is forbidden to ftrike his foe with fharp arms con- 
cealed in wood ^ wit^ arrows mifchievoufly barbed ; 
with poifoned arrows^ or with darts blazing ¥^th 
fire : he is forbid ta ftrike his enemy when a- 
lighted from his car, when he fues for life with- 
clofed palms, when he is afleep, oft when be has 

lolfe 



% Mention is made of ofEcers cottrawRdfng an tundrtd,. mi 
officers a thoufand towns» 
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^ fcis ?pat cf mail *. Prifoners, it is true, yvexQ 
made flares ; b]ut this was allowed in the brightcft 
periods of the Romaiai hiftory. 

Tn^iR toierance for the vanquished in matters of 
religion, feems far to outdo the indulgence of paga- 
nifm itfelf J tho* impartial hiftory has declared it 
niore accommodating than the Theifm either of the 
Jews, Chriftians, or Mahommedaris. A belief of 
the unity of Deity, according to Mr Hume, as it im- 
plies the falfehood of all other fyftems, leads to in- 
tolerance towards their abettors, as infultors of the 
jnajefty of the Supreme Being. Be this as it may, 
jl[ie I^o^nang generally permitted the conquered the 
worfliip of their deities, and had on fome occafions 
the complacency to aflbciate them with their own. , 
This highefl: condefcenfion of European conquerors 
is ftriftly enjoined by every Hindoo prince, who is 
commanded, after conquering a country, to refpeft 
the deities adored in it, and their virtuous priefts ; he 
is bound alfoto eftablifli the laws of the conquered 
nation as declared In thar kokf t- 

This injundion of their Scripture is not merely a 
fpeculative point of faith with the Hindoo, but ac- 
tuates his condufi. Numbers liften with filent re- 

fpea 

* The cafes mentioned are more numerous, and breathe 
greater humanity than is praftifcd at prcfent by any people. 

f Menu, chap. 7. v. 201, 202. 
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fpcft to the Chriftians and Mahommedaas, whei| 
worfliipping a ddty to them unknown : their con- 
dud he deems pious and commendable ; and theii: 
fyftem, however good, the Hindoo is fatisfied muft be 
inferior to that perfed wifdom which breathes in hi§ 
own. ' 



^ECULlARITJEf 
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fZCVUASimU OF TiqE MUSSEfMENf-THElI^ CHAEACTE^t 



Calcutta^ yan. 1798* 

The Mahommedans by vhom the peninfula of Hiqr 
doftan was fo long held in fubjeftion, are ftill a nu- 
merous race ♦, and preferve a remarkable difference 
in their charaSer and manners as well as their reli- 
gion. By tlje latter they are laid under no obliga- 
tion to early marriage, and this circumftance per- 
haps is the caufe of that diffolute conduft with which 
both fexes are fo geilerally charged. By fju* thp 
greater part of the females who live by proftitution, 
i^nd in India they are very nun^erous, belong to the 
Mahomraedan race. The men are, if poffible, ftill 
more univerfally diffolute ; fo that from a premature 
and excefSve wafte of their ftrepgth they are foo^ 
overtaken by the 4ebility of age. 

They 

f Some fay \ht ^nth part gf the whole inhabitanti. 



They are, notwithftanding the prohibition of th^ 
religion, often addifted to intoxication, by taking 
fpirits and opiqm, or the exceffive ufe of tobaccol 
y/iaccuftomed to reftrain their inclinations, they are 
proud, irafcible, and vindi£Uve. A few of them 
are genierally employed as domeftics, in waiting at 
the table, or in the occupation of cookeiy, duties 
which the Hindoos, from fupei:ftition, are unwilling 
to perform: many enlifl in the native battalions; 
but whatever ftation they occupy, they are far more 
infolent and troublefome than four times their num- 
ber of heathens. You can by no means repofe in 
a MuiTelman the fame degree of truft, that you fafe- 
ly confide in a Hindoo ; his fubordination mud be 
more rigid and i|nremittin]|* 

Though their faith be theifin^ ^nd q. much 
nearer approach to onr ftandard of religious opi- 
nions, than the popular creed of the other natives, it 
does not appear (hat thisy are profited in, their mo- 
ral condu£t by this cjrcun^ance : not one in an 
hundred is able to read his own Striptures; and the 
number able to profit by what they read is ftill nluch 
lefs confiderable. The idea therefore entertained by 
fome of our divines, that the progrefs of Iflamifm 
over fo great a part of the world, is likely to pave 
the way for that of iChriftianity, is rather to be re- 
garded as a fond conjeAure, than a h& at alt eila- 
blifhed by experience. Tlie Coran, it is true, al- 
lows confiderable authority to our facred records, 
and acknowledges the truth of Ghrift^s miifioQ as a 

fubor- 
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jiubof dinate prophet j but this has never inflacnf ed 
ihe conduQ: of Muffeimans with lenity, or even for- 
bearance to thofe of that perfuafion. Every fyftem 
differing from their own, is regarded with equal ab4 
ilorrencc and contempt. . 

Hencr has arifen that perfecuting and fanatical 
fpirit, which has etcr marked the conduft of this 
{>eopJe ; whofe cFueldes in attempting to convert the 
Hindoos, cannot be contemplated without horror. 
Even where his religion is not concerned, the man- 
ners of the moorman are frequently charaftarifed by 
brutality* The treatment of the Britift prifoners 
taken by Hyder Ally, is perhaps unexampled for de- 
liberate, and unprovoked crueky, in the annals of 
biftory. Some of the officers, after languifliing 
many years in prifon, where they were loaded with 
irons like the vileft ^rimin^, were forced upon the 
fed alternative of engaging in the fervfc^ of the ty*. 
rant, or of dying by poifbn* fo thefe noifome dun^ 
geons, fome died of famine, tnany were driven to 
diftra&ion by dcfpair, and many periJhed by difestfe. . 
In all cafes whdre this cfuelty proved fatal, the vic- 
tims were denied the h6n6ur of a grave ; their bo-' 
dies Were thrown out, and devoured by dogs and 
Vultures. Tbc particulars of thefe enormities were 
committed to writing by an officer of great veracity, 
^ho was himfelf one of the few who furvived the 
outrage of that unrelenting monfter *• 

That 

* Vide Mtmpirs of the war, Sec* 
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That contempt for learning, with whicK thdiS 
zealots are actuated, perhaps adds to the ferocity of 
their difpofition * ; as it certainly deftroys every 
principle of tolerance and liberality to fuch as fol- 
low a diflferent fyftem of religious faith. The prU 
vates taken by Hyder, from this caufe, fuffered a re- 
finement of cruelty equally difgraceful to' the tyraait, 
and degrading in the eyes of thofe who were the un- 
happy viftims of it : they were not only compelled 
to enter the fervice, but to undergo the painful 
initiatory rite to the religion of the defpot. 

In the fira^e of the Mahommedan worfliip, 
there is a number of rites equally frivolous and u&<« 
meaning with thofe of the Hindoos themfelves: 
Some of their holiday folemnities are difgraced by a 
ferocity to which the latter are happily ftrangers* 
The proceffion at the Mohurram, a feftival in com- 
memoration of the deatl^of Hoifeim and HaiTen, ar^, 
accomfmnied with gladiators, who fight each other 
with daggers and fpears, to the great edification of 
the brutal multitude. In thefc rencounters, whicW 
laft for ten days, blood is often fhedj and krcni 
lives loft ; for the tragedy which is begun in fliow^ 
as 2seal becomes more ardent and ungovernable, terw 
minates often in all the horrors of reality. 



Onk 



Scilicet ingenuas didicifle fideliter artes^ 
Emollit mores^ nee finit effe ferof . 



C1In£ difference between the Hindoo and Mahom- 
iuedjin fuperftition, is the more worthy of remark^ 
becaufe it is attended with very important confe- 
quences. Thie former^ fo far from producing a 
fpirit of pit)felytifm, poiitively admits of no converts* 
Any perfon profeffing a regard for its rites, is allows 
iid to obferVe them^ biit no degree df fincerity^ or 
even 2eal in thefe profeflions, will entitle him to any 
tank in fociety^. or to aiTociate even with the lowefl: 
tlafs. All religion, according to them, may be in 
fome refpeds true and acceptable to the Deity, but 
io the Hindoo they appear fo inferior in purity to 
his own, that to affociate with their profeffors v^uld 
jpoUute and degrade him forever. 

A Hindoo oiF any rank, by changing his religion^ 
totalis difgriace not only cm himfelf, but on all his 
hear relations, who Ibfe their caft, and live in perpe^- 
Jto^ £xclufion from fociety. It is faid that one in 
this place lately made appUcaticm to a chaplain in 
brder to be bapdied, from this vindidive motive^ 
after having quarrelled with his relations. The 
cfaaplaio very prq>erly rejed^ his application as ut^ 
t»rly repugnant to that lyftem which he meant tp 
exfibrace^ 

The Muflblmaii fsiilh is in all thde particulars di**i 
reSLy the reverfe. The converfion of a heathen i^ 
cme of the maft me^torious adions a Mahommedah 
can perfcMm } and there is no means however crudi 
1^ imMorai, which are not rqganied as &n^fied by 
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this holy end : hence the intolerant zeal, and cf uef 
perfecutions which have ever marked the progrefs <^ 
Mahommedan conqueft^. 

These two races of men, after living fo many 
centuries under the fame government, and in the 
fame fociety, gradually approximate in many of their 
opinions, and in fome points acquire a fimilarity of 
manners. The Muffulmans in the fervice of Euro- 
peans, are nearly equally faflidious and averle to any 
work which they conceive out of thdr routine of 
duty, under the pretence of its being incompatible 
with his caft. 1 he man who drefTes hair will feel 
himfelf degraded by taking charge of clothes ; and 
he who engages for the latter objeft, will for no 
confideration condefcend to fweep the floon The 
fervants who attend the table are conceived to move 
in a fphere far too high for carrying an umbrella or 
a lamp before their mailer. This faftidious beha- 
viour gratifies at once their pride and their indolence. 
Too ignorant to conceive that there can be no turpi* 
tude in adions not immoral, or to be convinced that 
real worth and dignity muft arife from carefully per- 
forming the duties of their flation, they prove, as 
fervants, equally faftidious, and lefs ufeful than the 
Hindoos themfelves. The fcrupulofities of rank, 
and caft, give an air of confequence to that ignorant 
people, and the Mahommedan^ readily adopt a foible 
fo gratifying a& thefp to their pride and indokni^. 
This circumftance obliges Europeans, even of mo- 
derate rank, to keep up an dtabliihmesit of domeftics 

fuperior ' 
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fupcrior in number to that of a nobleman in Europe ; 
and after this trouble and cxpence has been incurred, 
lie is much worfe ferved than he would there find 
Jumfelf by two or three domeftics. 

Another melancholy point of coincidence, in the 
fituation of thefe people, is the fmall influence which 
the reUgion of both has upon moral eondud. There 
i3 hardly any inftance in which the ^th of either 
operates to direft him in the pradice of juftice and 
mercy ; and in the cafe of the Muffulman, there are 
a jthoufand e:samples of his religion being made the 
preteit for violating their dilates. The Mahom- 
ipedan fijp^ftiuon has a more feeble hold over its 
votaries ^ep in urging them to a compliance with 
Us own rites, thaij the Indian fyft^m, either becaufe 
its negleft ^s pot. followed by fuch dreadful confe- 
qpences, or becaufe the fyftem is le& mature, ^nd its 
profeflbrs removed at a greater djftance from Mecca, 
the f ertfre of ite power, and the place where its full, 
vigour fs perhaps junimpaired. From whatever caufe, 
the Muffyhnan }s ^certainly lefs a Have to his fuperfti- 
tion, thap the I^ndoo. Though enjoined fobriety, 
he is frequeptly drunk ; belieying hpnefty to be a 
duty, he is often a cheat j and convinced of the ex- 
pediency of marriage, he lives fr^quenfly in the ha- 
b^t of promifcuojus debauchery. 

Jn their intercourfe with the female fex, the man- 
ners of both clafles of inhabitants bear a great fimi- 
larity. Female virtue amon^ each, is fecured by a 

feclu- 
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leclnfion of the fex almpft totally from ffK^ety^; sm4 
that by a ftridnefs and yigilance will fi:^ed t?d the 
fiiean idea they aitertain of their iiddicy. The maa 
\¥ho is confcious of habitual frailty in hintfeli^ (^la- 
not ealily give credit to another for continence and 
fel&denial, virtues almoft beyond bis ciHureption. 
The Haram and the Zenana f are therefore guarded 
with equal folkitude, npt only from the vifits of the 
males^ but from the intrufion of every eye t and^ 
perhaps, neither tl^e Hindoo nor the Muffuhnan 
form a wrong eftimate of female virtue ui the ^ail. 
Whatever virtue obtains there, muft be dther c^« 
ftitutional, or the effeft of reftraint. What vk^ie^ 
I^gulate4 by principles of duty, can be expede4 
fVom perfons almoft without education, who have 
been excluded from their infancy from every a^ive 
fcene of life, where alone there can be felf-^vehi- 
ment, and where either virtue or temptation caq 
alone exift? The women in Hindoftah feeni ac^ 
cordingly to poffefs but fie^w idead, and but little 
chafliity. Accuftome^ to regsird themfelves> t^hat 
in foa they have ever been, merely the hift^- 
ments of fenfual pleafure, an4 the means of perpe^ 
tuating the fpecies, t|iat object engages the \vhoIe 
range of their' knowledge, and conftitutes the fum of 
their duty. To them: this muft appear the great 
end of their being ; and if die idea of gpilt or cul- 
pability ever meet them, it muft arife from their ne- 

f AmoQg perfons of ranfc only. 



^^^ of {o intpoctflBit ^ duty* To tdf upofi At 
pradeiuie m4 fdf4»iid ^ pctfons impreffed wkk 
fuch ideas, mi^ evmtli:^fy (ftrorie a gMater toark of 
a^uliiy;thsa of ^filottl. 

In ^ic maiifidns of Voki^ous indulgeAce, dbe 
Rajahs and Mahom^itediii Nlbebs fpend a great 
portion of their time, and feem to enjoy their prin- 
dpat oomfjitv UiMtt^Uflbdiet^ themfelVeis lo tnemal 
«xtrticrii| perhafts tbe qualittfe^of flid Mnd &6 iMt 
He^eflky 1^ their ebj^itte^t l^eur pleaiutt feem$ 
fjliiifly fetifboit, ^U&d Ihc^ahle of bdng dtiim^ed or 
iOi^ytd by thcfe irc6(^|Aiflllil6liti which are deem* 
^d fo Aec^fbdrf by sA Eu^dpean Voluptuary. 

The number of wiv^sr ptekiAhad by hfe rd^ion 
to the Hindoo, is^ I believe, tmdefined. The Ma- 
hottftnedan tfr allMredfout, with an indefinite fium-^ 
tJhsr of 4dn€ubbi«$ the c^^wmftani^es of each i&<£« 
yidual comnk)nly determiifef the number of his Ze- 
Bana. A poor man feldom incumbers himfelf with 
the Aipportx>£ more ^lanone; and fuch mafriages 
are xa general the moft proMic, as well as the moft 
conitrnon* fn fuch circumihmces, too, mutual af« 
k&ian feem$ moft frequent. It is pl^ifing to ob« 
fisnre with what p^n£tuality and cheerfulnefs thofe in 
^ firrvice of £ttropeana reiilit a little portion of 
theit allowance for the fupport of their fanulies. if 
abfent. Their fmall manfions, though guarded with 
)efe itriiftnefsi^. It is probable contain a larger ftock 
pf virtue, than an expenfite train of eunuchs can 

pre- 
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^efcrve in the fplendid Zenaaas of the ptbcCf 
^}|adob wcHnen, of the lower ranks, especially fuch 
M are old or married, are not concealed with fo 
much folidtude as thofe of .the moormen ; and from 
this circumftance, ^m^ have fuppofed, that the 
ivfaole fyftem of female confinemi^ {$ boitowed 
\>y the Hin4oo8 |ronj that people *• 

But from whatever origin this fyftem of female 
^eatment may be derived, there can hardly be % 
doubt of it$ un^voprable influence upon their un« 
derftsmding. Every part of their conduft and cont 
xerfation indicates a dq>k»rable weaknef^ of intelleft 
axfd fterility of ideaa. Human nature is not alll^ys 
confiftent ; nor are the efforts of the mind always 
prc^rtioned tp our opportunities of exertion* Bred 
in fcenes of the moft yoluptupuj fepfuality, tbefe 
Indian ladies exhibit on certain occaAons (he mc^ 
magnanimous and refolute e^erti(n;i of fortitjude of 
which hiftory records any example. When a Hin*- 
doo of rank dies, or languifhes in a ftat^ iirhich in* 
dicates the approach 9f his diflblution, his favourite 
wife aflumes the dreadful purpofe of burning herfelf 
on the fame funeral pile with her hufl>and. ^h^ 
refolution is formed with deliberation, and k dt- 
clared to be voluntary and fixed, three feveral times 
in, the prelence of relations. Th^ is done that no 

advantage 

» Vide Robcrtfon^ Hift. Difquifit. Append. ^ and SkctcAe* 
of the Manners of the Hindoos. 
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advantage may feem to have been taken of tlie 
tranfient ebullition of frantic grief, and that the per- 
fon devoting herfelf may have full time to refled on 
the important facrifice fhe is about to make to her 
affeffions, or to the cuftoms of her country. No 
fooner is the purpofe finally declared, than it is 
pronounced irrevocable j and the heroic lady walks 
with firmnefs and compofure to the funeral pile, 
which fhe mounts, after having dealt out her 
laft benedidions to her remaining friends. There 
is hardly an inftanceOf any individual of thefe la* 
dies, nurfed in the lap of pleafure, having fhrunk 
from this horrid trial of their fortitude, after it was 
undertaken ; and incredible as it may feem, hardly 
any inftance of their betraying fymptoms of fear, 
hefitation, or pain. 

Various caufes have been affigned for this unex- 
ampled fortitude, which perhaps is owing to the all- 
powerful effe£t of cuftom in this country, and the 
immediate hope of entering on a ftate of exquifite 
enjoyment. An Hindoo no more thinks of ev^^ing 
the cuftomary rites of religion, than an European 
Ainks of evadmg the unerring ftroke of death. Its 
dictates appear to him the call of an invincible ne* 
ceffity, to which he fubmits without relu£lance, be* 
caufe unavoidable ; and without choice, becaufe or- 
dered by the Brahmins. 

HINDOO 
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Calcttttaj ^an. lyg^i 

Tk£ marriages of thb Hindbb^ Jiave already beeii 
defcribed ; they are here more univerfal, and con- 
traded at an earlier period, than pe];haps in any 
bther part of the world* Parents are enjoined td 
iazTTj their children before their eleventh year j and 
if no progeny is the fruit of the firft marriage, poll* 
gamy» which is allowed, but not generally prated, 
is then cuftomary. The man marries another wife ; 
and in the event of a wife^s death, a third marriage 
is alloDT^, becaufe, according to the Hindoo faiths 
it IS a matter of great confequence that every is^^ 
vkhial fliaU l»ve a reprefentative who may perfi»*m 
the requilite ceremonies ; the fcadba fcv the rqiofe 
of his fouK 

This 
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This is deemed a matter of fo much importance, 
that a confiderable part of a man^s fort?une is fpent 
in celebrating feftivals of this nature; and even 
where he poffeffes none, a pious Hindoo will rather 
borrow a fum, than omit fo momentuous a duty. 
It is for this reafon, that after a firft, and perhaps a 
fecond wife, have been unfruitful, a man is permitted 
to adopt a fon. This aft confers all the advantages 
that refult from that relation, and among this people 
it is performed with much folemnity. 

The Hindoo who has no children of his own, and 
refolves to adopt, affembles his relations, and thofe 
of the adoptive child. A large brafs plate f is 
placed upon the floor, on which the child ftands, if 
fufficiently old j if not, he is fupported by a Brah- 
min. The huiband and wife then fay, with a loud 
voice ; " Having no fon of our own, we wifh to 
adopt the child which is now before you : we choofe 
him for our fon ; and henceforward he has, and is 
to enjoy the fame right to our fortune as if he were 
begotten by, and born by us ; nor is he to expeft 
any thing Irom his natural parents. In confirma- 
tion of this, we fliall proceed to make our vows, if 
you who are prefent have nothing to objefl:/' If 
thofe who aflifl: give their approbation, the ceremony 
is completed by the hufband and wife drinking water 
mixed with fafFron, and pouring part of it on the feet 
Bb of 

f Sketches of the manners and cuftoms of the Hindoos, 
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of the child. The tranfadion is recorded, and an at- 
tefladon of it figned before the company. Nor is 
the right of this adopted fon defeated by the natu- 
ral offspring ot the parents, (hould they afterwards 
have children. On the contrary, he retains the he- 
reditary right, as firft born ; and the parties far 
from repenting of what they have done, are taught 
to believe that their fecundity is a bleffing of Heaven, 
conferred on them, for thus introducing a (IrangeF 
into their family. 

As the Hindoo believes that the due performance 
of the ufual rites to his manes, tends to mitigate his 
punifhment in a future ftate, he is extremely anxious 
to have children to perform this duty: hence he 
deems fterility a fevere misfortune, or rather the in- 
flidtion of offended Deity. On this principle, mar- 
ried women fometimes wear a fmall gold Lingam * 
upon the neck or arm : on this account too, worffiip 
is paid this ftrange deity to obtain fecundity. ** Thofe 
who dedicate themfelves to the worftiip of this deity 
fwear to obferte inviolable chaftity. They do not 
deprive themfelves, like the priefts of Atys, of the 
means of breaking their vows ; but were it difcover- 
ed that they had been unfeithful to them, the punifh- 
ment 

* An image of produ6live power, not to be explained. 
It did not occur to the legiflators of the Eaft, that any thing 
natural ' could be offenfively obfcene. The worlhip of the 
Lingam is therefore no proof of depravity of morals, Afiatic 
Refearches, vol. ift. 
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ment is death. They go naked; but being con- 
fidered as fanftified perfons, the women approach 
them without fcruple, nor is it thought that their 
modefly fhould be oflfended at it. Hufbands, whofe 
wives are barren, folicit them to come to their 
houfes, or fend their wives to worfliip at the temples ; 
and it is believed that the ceremonies obferved on 
thefe occafions^ are produftive of the defired ef- 
fea */' 

However difcordant fuch rites may appear to 
European notions of decorum, they are by no means 
fmgular in the annals of fuperftition. The figure of 
Pallas was confecrated to Ofiris and to Bacchus: 
at the feftivals of the former it was carried by the 
women of Egypt, as the figure of Lingam is at pre- 
fent by the women of India. 

The ceremonies connefted with marriage are ex^ 
tremely numerous, and muft prove expenfive^to the 
poor. They commence in the infancy of the par- 
ties, and are again renewed when the bride arrives 
at the age of puberty : another fet of obfervances 
are gone through when flie becomes pregnant j o- 
thers ftill when (he paffes the feventh month without 
accident ; and laftly thankfgiving is returned to the 
gods for her fafe delivery. Among the rich, fome of 

thefe 



* Sketches, of the manners and cuftoms of the HindooS| 
vol. 2d, p. 213. 
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thefe feftivals continue feveral days, and coft the pa-r 
^ents immenfe fums. 

About ten days after the birth of a child, it un- 
dergoes a rite fomewhat refembling baptifin. The 
relations are affembled ; and if, after examining the 
planets, the Brahmin finds the omen favourable, he 
takes water from a number of pots provided for 
the piirpofe, and fprinkles the child's forehead, while 
he gives it a name ; and the ceremony concludes 
, with prayers to the gods, prefents to the brahmins^ 
and alms to the poor. 

One of the mod falutary of their inftitutions or- 
dains, that all mothers fhall fuckle their own child- 
ren J a duty from which nothing but ficknefs can 
exempt them. At a certain age each youth, be- 
longing to the three fuperior cafts, receives a firing, 
which he wears round his neck, which indicates his 
rank; when this, which feems to correfpond with 
the toga 'virilis of the Romans, is aflumed, new cere- 
monies are obferved, and frefh prefents are made to 
the Brahmins. So deeply is fuperftition engrafted 
on the whole fyftem of life, that there is no age nor 
condition in which the priefthood does not profit by 
the piety or fuperftition of the people. 

The manner in which the greater number of the 
children of the poor are educated, has already been 
noticed. Thofe of better fortunes are taught by 
Brahmins, in vtpandaly or room, made of beams and 

leaves 
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leaves of the palm tree. The youth fit on mats 
Ipread upon the floor. The books are made of 
leaves ; and the pen is ufually a pointed infl:rument, 
with which the letters are engraved. The palm 
leaves ufed for this purpofe are cut into flripes about 
an inch broad ; their furface is hard and fmooth, fo 
that the writing, may be preferved almoft for any 
period of time without being effaced. Until they 
have made fome proficiency, the boys write upon 
the fand with the finger, as already defcribed ; and 
in this way M. Ziegbalg, the celebrated miflionary, 
who firft gave a dictionary of the Malabar language, 
acquired his knowledge of that tongue. Arithmetic 
is added to the accomplifliments of reading and 
writing, in the ordinary courfe of education, and 
the calculations are, performed by the means of peb- 
bles or fmall fliells. 

After this previous difcipline, the Hindoo youth 
is prepared to enter upon his profeffional duty ; but 
of this he has no choice, every individual adhering 
to that of his family *. — Of the education of the 
native women, we are but little informed. Their 
range of duty in fociety is fo limited, that the years 
of their infancy are probably fpent in learning the 
ceremonies of their religion, and a few domeftic du- 
ties. 



* This peculiaiity is noticed by Diod. SIcul. — Non cnim 
fas eft, militcm agrum caler?, nee pliilcfi^pliare artificcm. — 
Lib. 2d. cap. icth. 
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ties, in which we fee the females afterwards tegaged. 
Drefs and finery, thofe copious fources of female 
ftudy, are here hardly known ; at leaft they are al- 
ways uniform, and fo extremely limited as to leave 
no room for invention. 

It is not the praftice of the Hindoos to give any 
dowry on the marriage of a daughter j on the con- 
trary, when a girl is demanded of her father, and his 
confent obtained, a prefent is made to him by the in- 
tended hulband, as a token that ihe thereafter be- 
longs to him. This probably was originally a pur- 
chafe ; as was the cafe among the early Romans^ 
who were in the ancient law faid to acquire them 
coemptione, as they did afterwards by the ceremonies 
of confarreation. 

The confinement of the Hindoo women, and the 
general purity of their manners, give little room for 
diffolving marriage by divorce. Death is the ufual 
manner in which that conne&ion ceafes ; and here 
it was formerly a received opinion, that one of the 
wives of a great man fliould burn herfelf with her 
deceafed hulband. The influence of the Mahom- 
medan government, and fl:ill more that of the Bri- 
tifli, has tended to difcourage a prafiice fo repugnant 
to humanity and reafon. Every argument of diflTua- 
fion has been ufed by them, and frequently with ef- 
feft. A Rajah in one of the Britilh provinces hav- 
ing been dangeroufly ill, it was communicated to the 
commanding officer, that his wife, in the event of 

his 
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his death, intended to bum herfelf upon the fame 
pile. The Rajah had an only child about five years 
of age. The European commander built his argu- 
ment on this circumftance ; and difpatched a native 
to repi:efent to the widow, after the deceafe of the 
Rajah, the danger to which her fon muft be expofed, 
if left to the doubtful care of ambitious relations, 
who had often attempted to difturb the peace even of 
his father : that to live for his fake would be pre- 
ferring an important and natural duty to an unna- 
tural and imaginary one ; and that by difchargmg 
the office of a tender and prudent mother, flie would 
beft prove Jier aflfeftion and refpeft for the memory 
of her deceafed hufband. He was likewife defired 
to fignify to the Brahmins, that fhould they attempt 
to proceed to the ceremony, an officer who com- 
manded a neighbouring garrifon, would prevent it. 
The fear of fome public adt of violence prevailed 
with the priefts, and not the arguments ; with thefe 
they were highly offiended, and even aflFeded to treat 
them with much contempt. The Rajah died j and 
the widow being a woman of fenfe and merit, was 
afterwards of infinite ufe to his fon. 

HAriNG thus a claim to the prote£kion and good 
offices of the perfon, who, it may be faid, had forced 
her to Uve, flie through his means enjoyed a degree 
of refpeft and confideration, which, according to the 
cuftoms of the country, fhe muft otherwife have loft. 
She obtained from him feVeral marks of indulgence 

for 
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for her fon ; and in one of her letters fhe exprefle^ 
herfelf to the following eflfeft : 

** When you recoiled that I am his mother, and 
that you prevailed upon me to diflionour myfelf for 
his fake, you will ceafe to be offended at me for fo- 
liciting this favour for him. You fbrced a duty 
upon me which does not belong to our^ex ; if I fail 
in the execution of it, I fliall be the r^roach of all 
who are allied to me ; if I fucceed, and this country 
flourifh, my offence may be forgotten: my hap{H- 
nefs depends upon you ; on mine, depends that oi 
many ; confider this and determine *." 

Some few of the Hindoos inftead of burning, bury 
the dead j as the Mahommedans: For this we have 
the authority of feveral travellers. It has not come 
within my obfervation ; but Bernier, after mention- 
ing women who burn themfelves, fays ; " This con- 
duft, however cruel and barbarous, is exceeded by 
what the Brahmins do in fome other parts of India : 
for inftead of burning the women who wifli to die 
with their hufbands, they inter them alive up to the 
chin, and then two or three fall upon them to choak 
them/* 

Notwithstanding the acknowledged temperance 
of the Hindoos, there are among them few inftances 

of 

* Vide Sketches, Sec. vol. 2, p. 32, 
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permitted to eat meat, are enjoined to do it fparing- 
ly. Their meals are only two ; a circumftance fa- 
vourable to healthy but which feems to give them a 
lefs decided advantage oVer the Muflulmans, than 
might be imagined. 

EvjERY ilindoo believes^ that after death his foul 
continues to e^ft, and to animate fome being more 
or lefs dignified according to his paft life ; and that 
after imdergoing a number of metamorphofes, fuf- 
ficient for its purification, it will be abforbed into the 
divine effence. Some, it is faid, *' believe that their 
fouls are fcnt back to the fpot where their bodies 
• were burnt, there to wait till new bodies are pre- 
pared ft)r their reception. This was one of the 
opinions of Plato, which feems to have been adopted 
by the primitive Chriftians; for an ordinance of the 
church of Rome forbids having lights, or making 
merriments in the church yard at night, left they 
fliould difturb the fouls that might come thither/' 
It feems alfo to have been a notion of the Jews, that 
the human foul animated feveral bodies fucceflively, 
and that a man in the prefent life might fuffer for 
the paniAment of guilt contraded in a previous ftate 
of exiftence: Hence the queftion put to Chrift, 
** Waa it this man or his parents who fmned, that he 
was *flr» blind?*' 

The drefs of the inferior part of the natives, ha$ 
already been noticed ; that of the higher ranks does 

C c nof 
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not exclude magnificence) nor elegance. Both Sf» 
hommedan$ and Hindoos of condition wear a Jama, 
or gown of fine mufiin, neatly fitted to the body iii 
the upper part^ and floatmg loofely from the middle, 
as low as the feet. The former ties his Jama on ^he 
right fide of the breaft, and the latter on the left : 
over this is fometimes worn a fliort clofe veft of 
worked cotton, or filk, braided with fipall fioweri of 
filver or gold. 1 he turban, the girdle, and the flifv- 
pers, are the mod highly ornamented parts of dre&. 
Tbefe are not only embroidered with gold and filver, 
but are fometimes adorned with precious ftones* 
The prefent Nabob of Bengal, on days of ceremony, 
difplays an aifortment of jewels and pearls on bk 
drefs to a confiderable atnount. Quintus Curtius 
has, in a few words, given a pretty accurate de- 
fcription of the drefs of a Hindoo Rajah. *' Veftis 
erat auro pqrpuraque diftin£b, quae etiam crura 
velabat : aureis - folus inferuerat gemmas : lacerti 
quoque et brachia margaritis omata erant. Pende* 
bant ex auribus infignes candore et magnitudine la* 
pilliV' 

The drefs of the women, does not vary more than 
that of the men ; the chief diftinftion confilKng in 
the finenefs of the clptb, and the value of their 
jewels. They in general wear a clofe jacket, wbieh 
only extends downwards to cover the breads, but 

com- 

♦ Lib. 9. cap. I, ' 
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ctttttpietely fhews their form. It has tight fleeves, 
which reach about halfway from the fhoulder to the 
elbow ; and a narrow border rouftd all the edges 
painted or embroidered in different colours. A 
piece of white cotton cloth wrapped feveral times 
round the l6ins, and falling down over the legs to 
the ankle, ferves as a petticoat. A wide piece of 
mufifn is thrown over the left fhoulder, which, paf- 
fing under the right arm, is croffed round the mid- 
dle; and being tucked uiidcr the cloth wrapped 
round the loins, hangs down to the feet. One end 
of this cloth is fometimes fpread over the head, and 
ferves for a veil. The hair is rolled up into a knot 
upon the back part of th€ he^d, where it is faftened 
fvith a gold pin, and ornamented with jewels *• 

Those mental accomplifliments, fo highly prized 
ifi the ladies of Europe, are avoided by the Hindoos, 
fts injurious to that fimplicity of manners, and de- 
corous behaviour, which they imagine render them 
clHmable in their families : few of them are taught 
to read or write. The dancing women compofe a 
feparate clafs, and live under the proteftion of go- 
vefnment according to ibeir. own particulai; rules. 
Such of them as are deftmed to be the votaries of 
pleafure, are taugh^ every qualification which they 
imagine may tend to captivate and entertain the 

other 



* Sketches of the manners and cuftoms of the Hindoos, 
vol. 1. p. 46. 
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Other feit. In the code of Hmdoo Umtlimtzti^ 
fome proyi{iop$ made m their feyopr. 

The dreft of thefe iromea is yaricms and ^taftir 
cal ; they generally wear, befides the drei^ of othar 
females, a fort of loole drawers like tro^iers ; they 
are fpbjed to no reftraiiit either |n eating or drin]^- 
ing, e^i^cepting the article of beef. Their ankles and 
toes are decorated with golfl or (Uyer xingB, tp whicl^ 
diey fbmiptiines attach Imall bells* 



m«pTii 
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Calcutta^ Dec. 179^. 

£TSRy Ewopeui nation that ha$ hkhetto acquired 
territorial poffetfons in India» a$ if convinced c^ the 
deftru^ve infiaeKe of the Brahminical fyftem on 
imowledge, indnftry, and virtue^ have laboured 
with confiden^le perfeverance and zeal in order to 
refcue its votaries from that ignorance and degrada* 
tion in which this fuperftition has involved the great 
f)ody of the people* 

Missionaries have been fent out ^om Europe to 
reclaim the natives from thdr error, both on the part 
ofgovemment, and of individuals; but no fruit has 
been reaped from their labours, in any degree correT-* 
pcmdiiig to the hopes of the pious, or the liberal con- 
tributions di the parties concerned. The Portuguefe, 
fq |he firft fervour of their zeal, engaged in this un- 
dertaking 
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dertaking with an alacrity that feemed worthy of ftf 
importance. Their worfliip, by the number of it^ 
fhowy rites, being in fome degree aifimilated to that 
of their own country, might appear well fuited to cap- 
ti\^te the attention of this fimple people, though it 
might not greatly enlarge the underftanding ; yet 
have the effeds produced in India by all their epdea- 
vours invariably proved inadequate to the expe&ations 
formed by the projeftots in Europe. 

The great St Francis de Xavier himfelf, who wajf 
long regarded as the apoftle of the Eaft, and who 
was ^lieved by ipany to have wrought miracles ia 
this field of pious induftry, has left but fcanty proofsf 
of his fucceis. Though the number of his nominal 
converts w«s fo (dnfiderable as to dbtam for him ib^ 
honour of canonization after his deattit yet it caaiiot 
be afGrmed that he has added oMch to the know*- . 
1? dge, induftry or virtue, of the poor pariahs wIk% 
liftened with d^vouj i^doiwtion tQ his di&OJirJfe^t * 

His refidencQ 'm Ii^dla, during a period of ten year$ 
preceeding 1552, is faid to have been fignaliied Jjy. 
a number of converfions in Goa, Comorin, Malac<^ 
ca and Japan ; but the prefent (late of chriftianity in 
thefe parts, affords but fmall corroboraticm of the pre^ 
ternatural gifts that have beai afcribed to this great 
man. The annals of the Portugude church in the. 
Eaft, in this period, are a$ frequently difgraced by 
Credulity and bigotry, as they were in the parent 

The 
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*Th£ Dutch, though that nation has been long more 
diftinguifhed for its avidity in* the purfuiis of commerce 
and the accumulation of wealth, than for zeal in dif- 
feminating religion, has not left the tall; untried of 
converting the natives of its dominions in M\^: 
Chaplains have been regularly cllablifhed, not only 
in Batavia ; but at Chinfura and Calcapore in Ben- 
gal. At the former fettlement, I have not heard 
of their fuccefs ; but in the two latter, the circum- 
Ilances of the furrounding inhabitants* being the fame 
with thofe of our own, their labours have been equal- 
ly unprofitable. 

A fociety of well difpofed perfons in Britain col- 
leded a fund many years ago, and fent^ out miifion- 
aries ; and though that eftablifhment (tilt fubfifls in 
Calcutta, no ccmverfions of any moment have ever 
dignified its labours. It has for fome time been 
united with a I^^nifii fociety, formed upon a fimilar 
plan, and with the fame views: after thus combining 
their efforts and their refources, the mifSon is at pre- 
fent in a more languifhing ftate than ever. An ele- 
gant church has been ereded, but none of the na^ 
tiveSy even of the lowed caft, have as far as 1 can learn, 
ever condefcended to come under its roof: the edi- 
fice is therefore ufcd as one of the ordinary places of 
worfliip for the £ngt]fli inhabitants. Excepting a few 
of <he pariah tribe in the neighbourhood of Madrafs, 
.who ace fometime^ feen liftening to the difcourfes 
of the Miffionaries, with much greater appearance of 
wonder, than of intelligence, the ^poftle? of the eaft 

cannot 



20% IKDIAH RSCRSATK)K8« 

cannot boaft of haring gained to their focicty, cveti 
thofe unfortunate Hindoos^ who have been debarred 
all communication with the reft of mankind. 

These confcquences are the unavoidable refuh of 
the labour of converfion, as it has been hitherto car- 
ried on in India ; and by every perfon acquainted with 
the fituation of the Hindods, they muft have been 
forefeen. Neither the zeal of our Miffionaries, nor 
that of their employers, has been direfted by know- 
ledge. 

When the Spaniards are faid to have converted 
thoufands of the native Americans^ in a day; and tlieir 
clergy to have adminiftered the ceremony of baptifm 
to fuch multitudes, that they were no longer able to 
lift their hands, their enthufiafm impofed upon them- 
felves, and led them to impcrfe upon the world. 
Thefe new converts to chriftanity, could in no fenfe 
merit that honourable appellation. In order to their 
being chriftians, it was firft requifite to make them 
reafonable creatures, a title to which favag^ with 
' hardly a fmgle intelle&ual idea^ have furely but little 
claim. 

The firft fruits of the American vineyard, were 
therefore, ufelefs, by being premature. The ac- 
quiefcence of the fimple convert, in dodrines to him 
incomprdienfible, could be attended with no altera* 
tion either of belief, or of condad; no additional 
light was conveyed to his und^ftanding, nor any 

new 
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new motive fuppUed to influence him in the praftice 
of duty. His nam and appellation were alone 
changed; and if there be any virtue in charms or 
names, he was a complete believer from his chilcj* 
hood. 

Were, therefore, the whole body of the multi- 
tude of Hindoftan, from capricie, or views of intereft, 
at once to abandon their fyftem in the prefent (late 
of their intelleftual improvement, the circumflance 
might be a triumph to the miflionaries : bu t it 
could by no means be conftrued into a viftory to 
truth; nor would the number of real chriftians be 
augmented by this apoftacy. In their prefent igno- 
rance, not of religion, but of every moral precept, 
to lay before them the fublime doftrines of chrifti- 
anity, is to violate its prohibitions, by " cafting pearU 
before fwine/* 

That mental degradation, and univerfal ignorance 
which I have already noticed as charafterifing the 
lower ranks of the Hindoos, muft be previoufly re- 
moved before they can either comprehend, or profit 
by any religious doftrine whatever. When therefore 
the miflionary pitches his tent, and harangues them 
in the lofty ftrains of his gofpel eloquence, his labours 
have been followed by effefts fuited to their prudence. 
In Europe, where the circumftances of the people are 
not attended to, or perhaps not generally known, 
much regret is exprefled at this uniform want of 
fuccefs in the work of converfion. You are furprifed 

D d that 
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that miracles are not wrought^ in an age in Dfhich you( 
profefs to believe they have ceafed. 

In his prefent ftate of ignorance, and under th^ 
terror of excommunication from the Brahmins, bjr 
whom all his opinions are implicitly guided^ the 
converfion of a Hindoo may certainly be regarded, as 
a thing fomewhat miraculous. To fuppofe him able 
to comprehend the dodrines of chriftianity, and at 
liberty to embrace them, while no converts have been 
made by them, during a period of near two hundred 
years, in which they have been preached ; would be 
to affert that they were inferior in value, orfupportei 
by lefs evidence than the dodrines of that fyftcBpi to 
which he continues to adhere. The doftrines of 
chriftianity are addrefled to us *' as wife nacn," vho 
are commanded to " judge what they fay: it i» 
therefore no objeflion to them, that there may be a 
degree of ignorance below their comprehenfion, and 
a degree of fuperftitious fear, which their allurements 
tut ill underftood, cannot overcome. 

There muft, in every mind, be fome degree of 
information, and fome ftrength of intellefl:, before a 
preference can be given to any arguments, or any 
fyftem of opinions to another — Over total ignorance, 
truth has no power. 

In Greece and Rome when the pagan fyftem gave 
way to that of chriftianity, a large portion of the peo* 
pie were capable of comprehending its dodrines^ and 

^ of 
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b^exainihing the evidence by wkichthey areAipporU 
ed. A general knowledge both of the one and the 
other, were diflFufed befoi-e thdr rfeception. The 
circumftances of the people, were almoft in every re- 
Ipeft the reverfe of what thfey are in India. They 
Were neither attached to their theological fyftem, nor 
its pra3:ical rites by any infurmouhtable prejudice* 

It was a fabric coriftriiflied in a rude age ; and the 
increale of knowledge, in fubfequent times, had Wide- 
ly expofed its groffnefs and imperfeftion. Horace^ 
Juvenal, and Lucian, had laflledthe abfurditiesofthe 
fyftem, and the charafters of its gods, with equal 
freedom as thofe of then- fellow fubjefts: and before 
their time, the worfhip of other gods or performing 
different rites was rather deemed a mark of fuperior 
piety, than of any malignity of heart againft the eftab- 
liihed deities of the ftate. When therefore a (yftem 
of more rational piety, or finer morals. Was publicly 
announced, it met with a fair difcuifion ; and the 
fempire of Jupiter was vanquilhcd by that of truth. 

The moft dignified charafters in the ftate who were 
thofea to perform the fundions t)f religion, (Kfcharg* 
ed their office with outward gravity, and much in- 
ward indifference : they beheld with little averfion the 
advancement of a new fyftem, from which theyjdread- 
ed no evil. There wgs no numerous hereditary prieft- 
hood to oppofie its introduftion ; or who fprefaw in its 
eftablifliment the downfall of their order. All theft 
circumftances, in the condition of the nativesof India, 

are 
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are either different, or diametrically oppofite. Herenc^ 
colliiion of opinion has ever awakened their curiofity 
or iharpened their intellefts. No books ever rcadi 
their hands, to convey information; not even a 
newfpaper is printed in the native language $ and^ 
if it were, only a few of the higher ranks could pe- 
rufe it. Of all abftrafl: ideas, the multitude is al- 
moft entirely deftitute : to a people in this ftate, it is 
in vain to propofe abftraft dodrines for difcuffion. 
There is hardly any fo fimple, as they (hall undcr- 
ftand, and hardly any too grofs for their belief. 

tJNFORTUNATELY for them, the Brahmins will 
not allow them to exercife the fmall degree of reafon 
they may poffefs. Any departure from the cufto-' 
mary rices, is held up as of all things the moft finful, 
and not to be expiated by the fevereft punilhmait. 
Thus the/ attachment of the Hindoo to bis faith and 
worfliip, is guarded equally by his ignorance and his 
fears : and it is the care of the priefthood, who arc 
here the fole guides of opinion^ to keep him uncfer 
the compleat dominion of both. 1 hey watch to prc- 
ferve ignorance, not to diffeminate knowledge, every 
inlet to which is guarded as ctofely as the avenues of 
death. 

From thefe caufes no degree of fuccefs has ever 
fignalized the labours of European miffionaries in 
any. part of India. They feem^ at laft, weary of (o 
fruitlefs an attempt, and have either defifted from the 
purfuit, or carry it on with a liftlefs indifference, 

which 
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trhich gives no countenance either to the wifhes of 
the piouS) or the expectations of the mifBonaries. 
On the Malabar coaft, and in the Myfore, fome of. 
the lower clafles have attended the miffionaries, and 
have yielded a kind of affent to their doftrines, if af* 
fent can be given to what is not underftood. 

At different periods, the fervor of zeal, or the ef- 
fuiions of humanity, have broke forth, and produced 
new efforts in favour of the natives : but thefe tran- 
iient exertions have often languiflied before they 
reached fo diftant a fcene of aftion ; or they have 
been foon overborne by that indolence and diffipation 
which fo frequently charafterifes Europeans in the 
Eaft. There has lately been devoted to this fervice 
twenty thoufand pounds, a larger fum than any yet 
contributed by any individual : three miffionaries, 
fupported by the inte^eft of this fund, are intended 
to be fent to Benares, the great ftorehoufe of the 
Brahmin fuperftition ; there to combat its ufurpa- 
tions at the very center of their power. Among the 
bed informed part of our fodety, no fanguine ex- 
pedationdare entertained, that this projed will ter- 
minate more fuccefsfuUy than thofe which have prc« 
ceded it. 

While viewing the great mofque at Benares, I 
received a letter from a clergyman in London, ac- 
quainting me that this projeft was for the time laid 
afide, from a refufal of the Court of Direftors to al- 
low the miffionaries to depart for India. They fuf- 

pefted 
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ptCted that the perfons cfaofen would mingle politid 
vdth religion. No wife man can regret that thcfe 
peribns were prevented from attempting a tB& 
which has uniformly di&ppointed all their predccef^ 
Ibrs. 

The beft informed perfons here are fully of opi- 
nion, that to incieafe the influence of pure reUgioii 
among the natites, you muft begin by impiovfflg 
their knowledge ; which can only be eflfeded by fli* 
ftrufiing the youth. Happily the natives have no 
averfion to commit their children to the tuition of 
Europeans : they arc rather ambitious that thc^ 
Jhould acquire the accompliflimeRts of reading and 
writing Englifli, as the means of enabling them to 
profecute feme lucrative branch of trade, or of in* 
troducing them as upper fervants in the employ of 
the Britifii. Ihe Hindoos will not indeed alknr 
their children to cat or jSieep under the fame roof 
with Europeans ; but they fuffer them to remain at 
m day fchool, which, for thefe purpofes, is {n&cknu 

So much is this their defire/that therdfilre feveral 
of their -children aow taught by Europeans ; a^" 
many more by fuch of the natives thdmfelves as ua- 
derftand a little Englifh. Where neither of thefe op- 
portunities can be afforded, there are many in&^f^^^^ 
of fpelling books in our language being found i8 
iheir houfes, and copies for writing, purchafed t>y 
thofe who imagine tliey may acquire the branches of 

knowledge by their own pri?ate application. Tn^ 

prefent 
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pteknt aflbffor of tl^ taxes, paid by the natives m 
the town of Calcutta, has not only perfonally wit- 
neffed all thefe particulars, but has been engaged iii 
the inftruftion of the children of fome natives of 
diiUn£tion. 

The Hindoos of all ranks are extremely averfe to 
{lart with their money, except to the Brahmins : the 
teachers appointed behoved, therefore, to be provid- 
ed with a falary to be increafed by the contribution 
pf fuch natives as eould afford to pay for the inftruc- 
tion of their child. In every oth^r cafe, the benefit 
of knowledge would be more acceptable to the na- 
tives by being conferred gratuitoufly. 

In this mamier the children of half a million of 
people in Calcirtta might be taught to read and 
write : and a foundation laid for putting into their 
hands p>kin inftruftive books of morality and natu- 
ral rdligion : and he pays Chriftianity a bad compli- 
ment, "who imagines, that it: will not recommend it- 
feif to fuch as are tolerably acquainted with thefe 
fubjeds. 

There has always been much difficulty in finding 
fober and diligent Europeans, willing to confine their 
prolpeds to the painful drudgery of teaching in In- 
dia. The talk of inftru6ting the native children 
might probably prove the moft irkfome of any. The 
profped of making a large fortune in the cotton, 
filk, or indigo bufinefs, howtver uncertain, has al- 
ways 
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way« fufficient attradions to withdraw peribns of e- 
ducation from a line of life unjuftly deemed unim- 
portant and degrading. 

In the prefent circumftances, this obftacle could 
eafily be furmounted in Calcutta. The children 
bom to Europeans by native women, are every year 
increafing in number, and employment for them will 
foon become a matter of ferious attention : they arc 
at ptefent excluded by the regulations, from any ap- 
pointmeht in the fervice of the Company, civil or 
military. Their education, and their limited ambi- 
tion, feem to point them out as the moft proper per- 
fons for the tuition of the native children; while 
their numbers are more than fufficient to fupply eve- 
ry appointment of this kind, which either the bene- 
volence, piety, or zeal of the prefelit age appear like* 
ly to fuggeft. The contemplation of a n-ieafure of 
this kind, is the more pleafmg ; becaufe if it fliall 
ever be adopted, it will place in a ufeful profeffion a 
numerous clafs of unfortunate youth, who for no 
fault of their own, have been abandoned by their 
progenitors on one fide.; and on account of their 
Chriftian education, excluded from the fociety of 
thofe on the other. Had one half of the fum been 
beftowed in this manner, which has been expended 
in haranguing the ignorant multitude, by dill more 
ignorant miflionaries, very different confequences 
might have been the refult : at all events, the con- 
tributors to the meafure, would have the fatisfacUon 
of having the exercife of their benevolence, approved 
by that of their reafon. 

THE 
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Gdcuttix^ Jan. 17^8* 

TflE ferotity and cnthufiafin which charaflterife? 
^he Mahomine(|ans in this country, is pari;iculari/ 
diipkjred during the feftival of Mohurrum* TWs is 
the name of the iirft month of thdr year^ during the 
firft teii days of which all the followers of the fe£i: o^ 
Ally lament the death x)f Imaum HojOfein^ the fe^ 
kond foa of that prophet, by Fatima. 

On the death of Ali, who ^as ai&aflinateci, a dif^ 
ferent houfe fucceeded to the Callphi^t ; hi the reign 
of Yezzed, die fecond o^ his iamily, the inhabitants 
of Cu& jfent an embaJQTy to Ho^dn at Medina, to 
tequeft him to aflame the government, and to aiturig 
him of their fupport. Hoflein, upon this invitation, 
fet out from Cu£i with his family, and a confiderable 
number of titx)ps. Ye^zed receiying mtelligence of 

JEe his 
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his march, difpatched after him an army of lOjCoo 
men, which ocGupying the ground between him and 
the river Euphrates, cut oflF his fupply of water. 
This event, in the fultry climate of Mefopotamia, 
where life even with that neceflary article, can 
fcarcely be fupported againft the exceffive heat, 
brought on the crifis of his fate. His adherents 
terrified at the profped of perifliing with third, for* 
fook him in fuch numbers, that he foon found him« 
felf at the head of only a fmall retinue of feventy- 
two perfons, chiefly his relations. 

After fuffering various diftrefles, and encounter- 
ing feveral ikirmifhes, this fmall, but determined 
band, was furrounded on the tenth of Mohurrum by 
the army of Yezzed, and entirely cut to |»eces. to 
this little troop, After, the infant foti of Hoffein, 
was killed by an arrow, in the arms of his lather : 
and Hoffein himfelf at lafl fell, exhanfted with fa- 
tigue, and fainting tinder numberlefs wounds. His 
tent was plundered, his women infulted, and ^ 
head was carried to Damafbus, the refidence of hk 
rival Yezzed, 

All thefb events are feprefented by the Muffol-' 
mans and their priefts during the Mohurrum ; on^ 
the firfl day of which the latter mount the pulpits, 
and begin the recital^ of the Kfe and aftions' ef Afi, 
and his fons HafTun and Hoffein, defcribing particu* 
larly the melancholy circtimftances tliat attended tfie 
fate of the latter, with all tfic pathos cf which tbeir 

elo« 
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€k>qaen<^ k Mcef^hk. .The effea of tbefe har* 
rangues cathe eiuhufiaftic multitude is remarkable ; 
they ftrike their breads with fraatic violeQce ; they 
weep } they exclaim, ah Ho£^, Heif 4^ H^ff^ 
alas for Hoflein ! Some parts of this tragical ftory 
mre in verfe, and recited or fimg in a doleful ca« 
ilence. 
* » 

DuniKo each day of the felemnity^ (bme particu- 
lar a& of the ftory is repre&nted by people fek^led 
ibr perfdnating the difierent chara&ers concerufid. 
Effigies, and large machioes am carried in procef- 
ik>n through the ftreets : crowds follow, perlimating 
the armies of Yezzed, and of HoiTein, each under 
their refpedive banners and eniigns. . One pageant 
reprefents the Caliph Tezaed feated on a ms^nifi*- 
cent throne, and furrounded by bis guards: every 
part of the machmery,. though conftruded merely 
for the occs^n, is bumifiied with filver and gold; 
and in pdnt of grandeur, and ^endid fcen^ry, the 
whole ejchibiiion probably furpaffes the ihowypro- 
ceffions in the Roman Catholic countries of £u« 
rope. 

On fome occa^ons, the facred pigeoais, which 
the pious Muiulnlans beliare carried the news of 
Ho&in's death to Medina, are reprdented with their 
beaks dipped in blood, as a confirmation of their in^ 
tdligence: on other days the horfes, cm which 
Hoffdn aikl his brother Abbas, are iUppofed to have 
rode, are reprefented to the pebple, a6d are pdnted 

as 
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fl$ covered with wounds, and ftuck full of ^xfcmiSf 
By thefe reprdentations the zeal of the multimde H 
raifed to a ^egr^ of ardor approachmg to phrenzy ; 
fome voluntairily infiid wounds upoa themfelves i 
fome engagd m confli^ with dagjgers and fwords^ 
and feem to court ^leath ; many in the pourfe of the 
Mohurrum are flain ; and as often as this haj^MiSy 
It is their uniform belief, that the fouls of the de- 
ceaiTed are inf^antaneoufly wafted to Baradtfe. The 
pbus Mal^osE^medan, i|; U iaid, abftains afanoft est?- 
tirely from water during the tt^a days of this iplem? 
nity, in cbmipemoration of the dtea^ul fufferings 
endured by this Saint from the wwt of that ele- 
ment; many abftain from th^ bath, ^4 from 
changing their cloath$ during that period of fprrp^. 
On the tenth day the coffins of tbpfe flain in battle 
are brought fortb^ ftained Mfith. blood ; on than ar^ 
laid the fcimitai: and turl^n 9^ the deceafed» adorned 
with feathers* /After the corps haye been fojemnly 
interred, the priefts mpunt the pulpit, and a^un i^ead 
the tragical hiflory ; and the whole fervice is cc^ 
eluded with pious curfes and imprecaApns upon th^ 
Caliph Tezzed, and all his adherents. 

fctossE^N*^— This holy Imaum is b^eved pot only 
to have been a faint, but a martyr; and throughotfl 
the whole hiftory he is dignified' ifrith the aj^lation 
of Shebeedf (martyr). It i$ th^ir ^rm beUef alio; 
that he forejui^sw his de^Uny, bat fuffered a volug- 
taty death, as an e^qpiation for t|ie fins of all whq 
t)^lieye in hi$ nan^e, apd ^r? t^e faithful fol]owers of 
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^li All, Aercfore, who truly lament the d«ath of 
their Imaum^ cm* pxoufly commemorate his fufierings, 
it is held, fhall find acceptance at the day of judge- 
miest^ and the.remiffioQ of their fins. So great was 
hk power^ it is ailerted,' that had Hoffein exercifed 
ihe divine energy conmiunicated to him, the whole 
fforld could not have prevailed againft him ; but on 
hi^ part his fufierings and death was volumary^ that 
1^1$ followers? might obtain everlalUng Ufe^. Hence a.- 
iHong the follow^! of Ali,^ it is an cfleiitial point of 
faith, thznt at tfie day of judgement, Fatima, the mo- 
ther of the. two faints .Hs^un and HoiTein, will pre- 
f(^t herf(?^ bcforfe thd throne of God, with the head 
^the latter jn one hand, and the heart of the former 
in the other, demanding abfolution and pardon in 
their name, for the followers of Ali; nor is it 
ii^t^tpd ^at Qod wiU gram her requeft* 

^ The fpjendor apd magnificence with which this 
fo^emnity is pbfprved in Pcrfia*, and throughout 
Hindof)an^ conftitutes an article of heavy expence to 
Individuals. The Nabob bf Bengal laft year ex- 
pended on the pageantry pf this ceremony what 
yould have been an independent fortune to a mo- 
jderate man ; and even the common people, his no- 
minal fubjefts, difcovered a liberality in their contri- 
butions which they never difplay on any other oc- 
icafion. 



f l^ranklln's obfervations on a tour to Peifia* 
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A cereiiK^ny fo fplendid and exfcxi&vef icemiu 
panied ynth a degree of zeal far more ardent tliau 
they have witnefied among dtemfSdveSy fiUls not to 
fttrad: the notice of Europeans. They generally 
turn out on their firft yifit to Indn^ to fee the fpeo 
tacle and cond>ats during the Mohurrum ; and no 
one who fi^ an intereft in human happineis, can 
\ic an unconcerned fpe&ator. The pious muft la« 
ment, that fo much zeal fhould he dire&ed to a 
|irrong objed ; and that a £adth fo lively fliould be 
unfupported by truth; £v<^ry man, friendly to the 
intereAs of virtue, muft r^et that future happinefe^ 
or the favour of leaven, fliould be held up as attain^ 
able by other means thaa the pra^e <^ piety or 
morality. 

In a political view, the celebraticm of the Mohufw 
rum for fo long a period as ten days, muft be re- 
garded as pernicious to induftry, and expei^ve to 
the people ; while the gentle and humane affedions,^ 
which every good government fhould cherifh, muffc 
be weakened or effisiced by the annual reprefentation 
of maflacre and bloodfhed. 



RELIGIOUS 



fe^jtGiQtf d li3iii^i , 



Mirzapour^ Dec. 12,, 1/97. 



In order to have a more complete knowledge of tjto 
pradical rites in fuch univerfal tefpeit in thi$ coun^ 
try, I this day went to hear prayers from a celebrated 
devotee of that clafs, called Faqoeets among the na- 
tive Mabommedans, and Satiiaflee by the Hkniobs* 
The profeffion ibmewhat relembles that of the Men« 
dicant Friaurs in Europe: it is aflamed by ail tbef 
clafles as well as the Brahmins ; and feetns to bef 
adopted chiefiy from indolence and pride operating 
on weak minds. This rel^ous man ha^ long at^ 
tra&ed the veneration of the ignorant; and the 
means he pradifes for this purpofe feem perfie&ly 
^ted to operate uf^n imnds of then* flmder and 
^u^ complead^ 



His 
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H(S face ivas painted red, interfperfed widi iMtB 
jpatches; his body covered with robes adorned with 
ihining (hells and rings ; his whble countenance and 
manner indicated a mixture of vanity and &antit 
pride which diefies J^guage to exprefs. He dif- 
tovered (evident • marks of iatisfadHon at bur coming 
to vilit him j and feemed to entertain no doubt that 
we felt tnuch veneration for his iacred perfon. He 
bffered lip prayers to the Supreme Being, in our fa- 
vour, if thofe bowlings ah^ frightful gelticuladom 
which he eichibited, can merit that appelladbn. He 
held feVeral holy manufcript^ of Sahfcrit Scripture 
in his hands, ivhich he frequently pretended to read^ 
but to us he appeared totally blind, and is faid to 
have never been capable fcven in his youth to read 
that language. His long t>eard was of immenfe 
bulk; and plaited with additional hair^ £6 as to tici4 
wreaths about hts necjk* 

This frandc votary bf fiiperftitibn cdnftandyfaJ 
in a fmall inclofure re&mbling a pig ftye i and op^ 
poiite to him there ftood a fmall altar covered with 
various images of the gods, wh6 are the objecb 61 
popular wodhip; Behind him jlood a lacr^ cdwf 
which ^the piety of the natives enabled ^hiu^ to keep 
well fed, and in good order* Jn his company there 
are always two or three natives, who feemed to feer 
peculiar admiraticm of his fanSity, tnd who, it i^ 
feid, were receiving initiatory inibudion, as a prc- 
j^aration for embracing the fame profeffibn. Vt>w 
of abftirtence, and of celibacy, are ufually taken on 

entering 
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entering into this holy order, which appear to have 
been the original of the monaftic vows fo well known 
in Europe. * Indeed, the corruptions of Chriftianity 
among every ignorant people, affufne a ftrong re^ 
fembUnce to the fuperftitious obfervances of the 
Hindoos, There is in both the fame ignorance 
and contempt of moral duties ; the fame veneration 
for images, holy water^ and frivolous rites j the 
fame difcrimination of days, of food j and a limilar 
^lultiplicity of objefts of worfhip. 

The Facjueer, of whom I now fpeak, on being of- 
fered money, difplays anger, and a contempt for that 
article; too marked to be fmcere : his reafons for re- 
fufing it, were however fufficiehtly plaufible : * What 
need, faid he, have I of mopey ? I no fooner appear 
among the people, than they pioufly fupply me witH 
every thing I wapt ; I am aa independent as a king/ 
When his fmall ftpre of fubfiftence is exhaufted, he 
failles forth from his cell into the public market- 
place, uttering the frantic gefticulations and cries of 
his piety. There the multitude crowd around, and 
give fmall contributions of money and provifions ; 
and fo deep is their ignorance and deluHon, that this 
is a fource of fupply which he can n^ver exhauft. 
It is extremely unfortunate, that the induftry and 
wealth, of the people fliould thus be fubiefted to 
a continual wafte, which, in its effeds, can only 
contribute to confirm their ignorance, and flrengthen 
the ties of flavery, by adding to them the |;)onda of 
fuperftition^ Hardly any clafs of the people is pro- 

Ff Jiibitpd 
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hibited from embracing this idle and pernicious life ; 
and while indolence and pride are predominant fea- 
tures in. every charader of Afia, they muft operate 
as powerful motives for its adoption ♦. 

Several young perfons attended this religious 
cell, with a view of initiation to its rites } they are 
difting|uifhed by their perfe£t nakednefs, and the ex- 
pofure of thofe parts of which modefty enjoins the 
concealment. Their numbers are in fome of the 
upper provinces fo great, that the patient and credu- 
lous liberality of the natives is inadequate to their 
fupport ; from want, therefore, they iffue from their 
retreats in the woods and mountains, to the annoy- 
ance of all induftry in the diftrift; and their fup- 
predion by military force is one of the moft frequent 
and arduous efforts of the police. 

Their number even here is confiderable j but as 
they generally are fingle individuals, they make few 
violent attacks upon property. Adjoining the cell, 
which I have attempted to defcribe, there is another 
devotee feen fitting in the open air upon the ruin of 
an old Hindoo temple, which has been undermined 
by the Ganges. He alfo is in puris naturaHbus^ 
only his body is walhed over with a compofitipn of 
a,fhes and cow dung ; and he is remarkable for a vow 
that he has made of living upon afties as his food. 

This 

* Their number has been eftimated at ilo>QOO* 
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This aftonifliing violation of the didates of nature, 
it is faid, he faithfully adheres to, only ufing the ne- 
ceffary precaution of mixing up his aflies with a little 
fweet milk. Sitting m fackcloth and aflies, was a 
well known expreflion of forrow and repentance a- 
mong the Jews : how far they may have been in- 
debted to the Hindoos for its origin, I do not pre- 
tend to determine. It is certain that many of the 
cuftoms of Hindoftan nearly referable thofe of an- 
cient Egypt and Judea ; and the conjedure that 
thrfe nations, and after them the Europeans, have 
derived much of their knowledge, and many cuf- 
toms from India, is daily receiving eftablifliment 
from new fads and refemblances, difcovered in 
this dountry. 

The antiquity of the Hindoo religion, learning, 
and civil inftitutions, is, 1 believe, at prefent con- 
tefted by no perfon of information ; while the extent 
of their attainments, and the value of their acquifi*- 
tions is conflantly controverted upon more folid 
grounds. Hardly a fingle art in Europe has de- 
rived its improvement from our knowledge of India. 
The religion, aftronomy, jurifprudence, and moral 
fcience of the country is daily becoming better un- 
dcrftood, but nothing has yet been found fuperior, 
or even equal to our own. And it is farther to be 
remarked, that every thing valuable in knowledge is 
here confined to the few. From every thing like 
fcience, the vulgar are wholly excluded, as a boon 
to them uncommunicable. To the rational comforts 

of 
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of religion, they are utter ftnmgers, unlefe the ob* 
fcrvance of the painful ceremonies of their faperfti- 
tion by foothing their terrified imagination, or grati- 
fying their religious pride, can come under that idea. 

The exaggeratbns of Oriental attaimnents in 
fcience and learning, which fo x)ften appear in print, 
are to be afcribed to that admiration and furprife 
with which men view monuments of ancient tafte 
and literature. Contemptible as the progrefs of 
Hindoo fcience and religious knowledge has been, 
when compared to the duration of that people, they 
are ftill entitled to our indulgence and rtfycGt. F(^, 
whatever reafon we may have to regard the religion 
we profefs, as more dignified in its origin, and more 
rational in its precepts, we ought not to look upon 
the fmcer^ believers of another, with fcverity or con* 
tempt. To hate or defpife any people, becaufe they 
do not profefs the fame faith with ourfelves, or be- 
caufe they have not made the fame attainments in 
knowledge, is to violate the humane and liberal fpi* 
rit of our own fyftem ; which enjoins charity and 
benevolence to all. If, of them to whom much has 
been given, much Ihall be required ; forbearance 
and mutual love muft be expefted from Chriftians 
on the moft equitable grounds ; becaufe thefe duties 
conftitute a fundamental part of their religion. 

In my different ftriQures on the Hindoo manners, 

I have purpofely avoided any difcuffioq. of the;ir ab- 

ftraft theological tenets, and their fimilarity or dif- 
ference 
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fcrence with thofe of Egypt and Greece. Thefc 
enquiries have ever apf)eared the mod fhutlefs and 
unprofitable in the whole field of fcience. To pur- 
fue the abfurd fictions and puerile wanderings of the 
human mind iii rude ages Upon this myfterious fub« 
jed, is a difficult ta£k ; and though attainable, is per- 
haps the leaft ufefiil upon which the mind can be 
employed. We are as yet too little acquainted with 
Sanfcrit books, to determine what was the ftate of 
religbn in Hiiidoflan in the earlier ages ; and when 
a more complete knowledge of thefe writing$ is at- 
tained, we Ihall probably difcover a few well known 
fentknents difguifed by a mixture of abfurdity and 
error; and fbtll- find that the Hindoos, as well as 
every other people, have, by the improvements of 
Icienc^, reached the knowledge of fome ufeful truths, 
while in other inftances, they have been led aftray 
by its iUufions. 

It is comfortable to refle£t, that amidft fo deep a 
gloom of ignorance, and fuperftition, in which fo 
many millions of our fellow creatures in this part 
of the world are involved, there fliould be found 
fo little fubverfive of fociety, and fo much that 
feems to promote its ends. Human vidims to ap- 
peafe divine wrath, are not now often facrificed in 
any part of Hindoftan, whatever might have been 
pra£tifed in ruder periods. The offerings made at 
the temples, confift of money, fruit, flowers, rice, 

incenfe. 
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mcenfe, and fpices, with the offering * made at the 
new and full moon^ on account of the dead, called 

In their facred writings, mention is made of the 
facrifice of the Horfe, of the White Elephant, of the 
Bull, and even of Man : but the animal to be facri- 
ficed muft, to be acceptable, have fo many peculia- 
rities, that it can never be found. This humane 
commentary of the Brahmins precludes the exerdfe 
of cruelty t* 

It is fortunate, ttot in a country where the great 
body of the people are occupied by the rites of a 
worftup fo grofs and illiberal, a few fhould retain a 
kiiowledge of the Supreme Being, and worftiip him 
without the intervention of images, in a manner 
fuited to his nature. The followers of the Nar- 
ganny Pooja, or worfhip of the invifible, are deifts ; 
men of cultivated minds, on whom the grofs fables 
of the Brahmins have no hold. One of them, a 
perfon of rank and prq>erty in Calcutta, informed 
me, that feveral men of rank and education were of 
that pcrfuafion, and acknowledged no deities but the 
Creator and Governor of the world; whofe fervice 
was the obfervance of the laws of morality. In eve- 
ry country, the progrefs of knowledge moderates, 

and 

* Vide Sketches of the manners of the Hindoos, 
t Afiatic Refearches, Sir W. Jones' Difcourfes. 
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and ibmetimes overpowers fu^orftxtion among the 
£iiperk>r rai^» 

Though fuperllitipn mixes with every aflion of 
an Hindoo's life, yet there are ftated times for public 
worfhip, at which the people, after having bathed, 
refort to the temple. When they come from the 
Tank, they leave their flippers on its bank, and are 
admitted to a veftibule before the temple, where the 
idols are placed. ITiere amidft the profound re- 
verence of the people, the Brahmins perform the 
ceremonies of worfliip j whilft the dancing women 
perform their exercife in the court, finging at the 
fame time the praifes of the divinity, to the found of 
various inftruments. ^ 

The Hindoos, in the exercife of individual and 
private devotion, as well as public, found a bell, 
and blow a conch or fliell. There too, they have 
an idol of gold, or filver, or wood, placed upon 
a throne; a cenfer is kept continually burning. 
The idol is waflied in a metal bafon ; and cups 
containing rice, fruit, and fweetmeats, are placed 
before it ; in the mean time, the worfliipper is re- 
peating his prayers ; and the Brahmin, after having 
marked the forehead of the idol with a colouring 
fubftance, impofes a fimilar one on the worfhipper. 
Hence, in walking along the ftreets, you meet the 
people with marks of various fliapes and colours, 
according to the feft and tribe of each. The 

ceremony 
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ca-emony concludes by dividing the fhut and fweet« 
meats among thofe prefait^ and carefully wra{^»ng 
up the idol and his throne, which are laid up till 
another a£t of worfliip is to be performed. 
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. Allahabad^ 1798. 

It'HE niuflulman, probably owes his ignorance of all 
polite learning, more to the ei^clufive ^eal and bigot- 
try of his religious fyftem^ than to any defeft of na- 
ture. All knowledge but that of thfe Corarii to him 
appears not only prbftoe, but hereticSil and fmful; 
Thofe who differed from the all-fufflcient (yftem of 
his faith, were deemed not merely contemptible, but 
bdious : thence his pious enthufiafm decreed wat and 
deftruftion ag^irift mankind, and the retdrded know- 
ledge of paft ages. A competent knowledge of the 
arts and fciences, beildes its intriniic value, and th^ 
immediate advantages it confers upon fociety, gene- 
tally beftows alfo its beft ornaments. Generofityi 
politencfs and humanity, have always been the at* 
tendants, if not the effe^s of literature. 

Scilicet ingenuas didicijfe fideliter artes 
Emoilit moresj necjiniteffeferos. 

G g HAiJ 
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Had the Roman poet lired m our days, he itiighr 
have illuftrated his maxim by the hiftory of the Mo- 
guls : their ignorance and contempt of learning has 
ever been accompanied with cruelty and barbarity to 
'the vanqniflied. When that people, under Zengis, 
had fubdued the northern provinces of China, it was 
ferioufly propofed, not in the hour of vidory ancj 
paffion, but in calm deliberate council^ to extermi* 
nate all the inhabitants of that populous country. 
The execution of this horrid defign was averted, by 
the dextrous management of a mandarin, who en- 
gaged their avarice in behalf of his countrymen, by 
reprefenting the immenfe riches thefe provinces "WOuWfe 
yield by the produce of their manufaftures* 

*^ In the cities of Afia, fays Mr Gibbon ♦, the in-r 
hiunan abufe of the rights of war, was exercifed with 
a regular form of difcipline ; The inhabitaAts who 
had fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to eva- 
cuate their houfes, and to aflemble in fome plain ad> 
jacent to the city ; wh^ a divifion was made of tb^ 
vanquilhed into three parts* The firft ckfs confiftei 
of the foldi€r4j of the garrifon, and of the young inen 
capable of bearing arms^; and their fate wasinftantly 
decided : They wer^ either enlifted among the Mo- 
guls, or they were maffacred on the fpot, who, with 
pouited fpears, and bended bows, had formed a cir- 
cle round the captive multitude. The fecond clafs 

compofed 

^ Decline and faU of the Roman empire, vol. 3^1 P* 3^7* 
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tompoied -of the young and beaudfttl women, of the 
jirtificers of every rank and profeflion, of the more 
wealthy or honourable citizens, from whom a private 
ranfom might be e?pefted, was diftributed in equal 
and proportionable Iqts^ The remainder, whofe life 
PT death was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city } which in the mean time 
had been flripped of its valuable furniture j and a 
tax was impofed on thofe wretched inhabitants for the 
|ndulgenjce of breathing their native air/ 

^^ Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, when 
they were not confcious of any extraordinary rigour. 
But the moft cafual provocation, the flighteft motive 
of caprice or convenience, (he might have added 
^eal) often provoked them to maffacre a whole people. 
The ruin of fonae flourilhing cities was executed with 
fuch unrejenting perfeverance, that, according to their 
own expreiiionj horfes might run without {tumbling 
on the ground where they once flood. The three 
great capitals Khbraffan, Maru, l^eifabour, and Herat, 
were deftroyed by the armies of Zengis j and the 
exad account, which was taken qi the flain, anK)unt- 
?d to ^,347,000 perXons." 

TimUTf the foufider of the dynafty lately on the 
throne, was educated in a le(s barbarous age, and in 
the profeffion of the Mahomeda^ faith ^ but the zeal 
of the miffionary feems to have filenced the didates 
of humanity. His profeft admirer and hiftorian, 
Sherefeddin Aly, informs us tliat he mai&cred in his 

camp 



i^S IJTDIAN RECPIEATIONS. 

camp before Delhi, 100,000 Jndian prifoners ' whc? 
had ftniled when the army of their countrymen ap- 
peared in their fight. Several lofty towers were erec- 
ted by him >3f human fcuUs; and, for thefe ftruftures, 
ffpahan fumiihed 70,000, while Bagdat was condem- 
ned after a revolt to fupply 90,000 heads'*!! In imi- 
tating fuch lavage ixionfters of his nation, the celebrat- 
ed Attila might juftly affume the well-earned epithet 
of the Scourge of God, as a title of his royal dignity. 
Did not our own experience, andthe^reCent conduflt 
of the Moguls, fo ftrongly countenance thefe fafts 
recorded in Hiftory, it would be aliiioft im'polfible to 
yield bur affent to their truth/ Since the arrival olF 
many Europeans now in India, adtions equally bar- 
barous have been committed undel- their eye, though 
the weaknefs of the' prefent'Mahommedan princei 
may have confined the' extent of theit ciruelty to a 
narrower fpace. ' Thb fortune of war has placed feve- 
ral European and native detachments ih the power of 
Hyder Ali and of Tippob, and the treatment they irt 
general received ' was equally inhuman*, and perhaps 
as incredible as any of the above. ' In detailing faSs 
that fo' deeply afFeft the character of a whole people, 
you have a right to the beft authority; 1 (hall gladly 
relieve myfelf from the refponfibility, by giving you 
the very words of a tefpeftable officer, who has been 
himfelf a witnefs to the fuflferings he defcribes, and 

^hich he has hid the misfortune to Ibare. ' 

'.■'..■■ ^ > ,-..;..., ; The 

* Idem, in a note, p. 368* 
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f^ The Chief,^ to whom Colonel Baillie held up 
the flag of truce, treated it at firft with contempt, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to cut off the Co- 
lonel. A few minutes after this, our men received 
orders to lay down their arms, with an intimation 
that quarter would be granted. This order was no 
ft>oner complied with, than the engmy ruftied upon 
them in the moft ferocious manner ; feven eighths of 
the whole were put to the fword ; and but for the 
humane interpofition of the French commanders, 
Lally and Pimoran, who implored and infilled with 
the conquerors to Ihew mercy, the gallant remains 
of our little army muft have fallen a facrifice to that 
favage thirft of blood with which the tyrant difgraced 
his vidtory. 

" While the enemy's horfe and elephants march- 
ed again and again in barbarian triumph over the 
field of battle, the wounded and bleeding Englifh, 
'who were not inltantly trodden to death by the feet 
of thefe animals, lingered out a miferable exiflence, 
expofed in the day to the burning rays of the verti- 
cal fun, arid in the night to the ravages of foxes, 
jackals, and tigers, allured to that horrid fcene by 
the fcent of human blood. Many oiBcers, as well 
as privates, ftripped of all that they had, after pro- 
trafting hour after hour, and day after day, in 
^ain, miferably periflied: others rifing, as it were 
from the dead, after an incredible lofs of blood, 
which induced for a time the moft perfeft infenfi- 
bility and ftupefadion, found means to rejoin their 

friends 
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friends in chains, with whom they were de(tiaed for 
years to fhare the horrors of a jaiJ, rendered ftitt 
more dreadful by frequent apprehenfions of that af» 
J^flination, which they had the mod undoubted 
proofs, had been pradifed on numbers of d^eir fel- 
low fufferers, difperfed in different places of con* 
jinement, throughout the dominions of a b^rluu'out 
enemy. 

*^ Many of thefe iinfortunate officers y^erty in h&^ 
cut off by poifon, after fuffering every indignity 
which the moft wanton cruelty can in^^ Under 
thefe hardfliips, feveral died, and were caft, not into 
a grave, but ^nto a jungle, where the jackals de- 
voured their emaciated carcafes. Some were driven 
to madnefs, a few \|rere compelled to embrace, at 
leaft outwardly, the MahommedaR religion, and 
were forced to fubmit to the difgraceful rit^ of int 
tiation. Thi^ was in general the fete of the boys { 
who were intended to recruit and improve the army 
of the conqueroj". Their Ipt was, perhaps, the moi^ 
excruciating of all; fmce it was embittered, not 
merely by perfonal fuffering, but by a feeling of 
degradation and felf-reproach for their involuntary 
apoftacy. As often as they were feen by their coun- 
trymen, from the jail, performing the exercife under 
the lalh of their mafters, and iii Mahommedan 
drefs, tears of fliame, rather than from pain, were 
feen to drop from their eye«» 

<« THAt. 
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** That this treatment was not more charafteriftic 
of the tyrant^s cruelty, than that of his flaves, the 
prifoners witneffed many mortifying proofs. The 
xHen who carried the doolia of the fick, as well as 
fome others of the lower cafts of people in Hyder's 
dominions, frequently reviled them in terms too 
grofs to be repeated. They told them that they 
fhould be forced to cat their own dung, and ex- 
preffed their hope, ** that when they arrived at the 
place of deftination, Hyder would not fail to put 
them to death/' 

You will, from declamations you hear againft 
European rapacity in the Eaft, be led to attribute 
thefe feverities to the antipathy, or revenge of the 
Myforean king ; but it does not appear, that in fimi- 
lar circumftances, he would have treated his coun. 
trymen, or even his own^fubjefts with greater hu- 
manity. 1 he emperors of Hindoftan have always 
been in the habit of treating their enemy with cruel* 
ty J and the head of a fallen foe has ever been the 
moft grateful prefent a dutiful fubjeft could offer to 
his fovereign. Stratagems, treafons, and maffacre, 
comprehend the whole fcope and range of Indian 
poKtics; nor is the man who fuccefsfully praftifes 
them, regarded with fo much abhorrence as admi- 
ration. When a defpot dies, hereditary fucceffion is 
not fo invariably the rule of fupplying the vacant 
throne, as the power or addrefs of the competitors : 
and the elevation of a fon to the Mufnud is the 
£gnal of death to all his brothers. During the moft 

flourilhing 
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flourifhing period of the Mogul Empire, the. hypo- 
critical Aurengzebe wrefted the fceptre from his owii 
father * ; arid imprifoned him for Kfe in his palace, 
by the inftiiiraentality of his grandfon. While the 
ufurper committed this outrage againft filial duty; 
he was religioufly worfhipping at the tomb of his 
grandfather Acber ; and, as the reward oiF his trea- 
fon, he enjoyed the thrpne of Hindoftan for near half 
a century, and tranfmitted his name as an example, 
not as a warnings tb his pofterity. The prefent em- 
peror, after having his eyes put out by his rebellious 
fubjeds, fuffered daily indignities worfe than death 
to a mind of any fenfibility. 

The prefent Nabob of Oude, after the elevatioii 
of his brother, had frequent attempts made againft 
his life by poifon ; which he endeavoured in vain to 
retaliate in the fame manner ; nor have either of 
thefe intended affaflins forfeited the efteem or alle- 
glance of their fubjedls. It is firmly believedi that 
the fliort reign of Vizier AU, which intervened be- 
tween that of the brothers, was marked by two dif- 
ferent attempts to murder the Englifh officers, and 
the Govemor-General. Colonel Dow, unable to de- 
ny this propenfity to cruelty, or controvert fuch a 
train of fads, endeavours to palliate it by urging the 
neceffity laid upon every individual of royal birth, 
who has no alternative between a throne or a grave ; 

but 

♦ Shah Jchan j vide D0W^s Hift. Hindoft, 
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but this very necefEty originates in the cruel maxims 
of Mogul government J and the dreadful effed of 
cruelty, is by him inadvertently held up to palliate 
its guilt* 



Hh OP 



OF SOME DETACHED CtJSTOMS AMONG THE NATIVES. 



Mirzapour^ Dec. 9, 1798. 

Am European on firft bebolding the cottages of the 
Hindoos, is (truck with the meannefs of their ap- 
pdurance. The whole ftock of furniture and clothing 
of a family, make a very humble ftore to fupply the 
¥rants of fix or eight perfons : but thefe wants are in 
general proportioned to the means of fuj^ly, and in 
a year of ordinary plenty, a native of this country is 
not much more at a lofs for the neceflaries of life 
than an European. A family that has never drank any 
thing ftronger than water, nor eat a more fubftantial 
meal than rice and vegetables, is placed as nearly as 
human beings can be beyond the reach of fortune. 

Amidst all their penury, therefore, the Hindoos 
apparently enjoy a larger (hare of domeftic comfort 
than could be looked for in fuch circumflances* 

The 
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The members of a family, like thofe of the ftate, pay 
implicit fubmiilion to the head of it ; and look up to 
him with great refpeft. There are here few ioftances 
of undutifulnefs to parents ; fo far otherwife, a foa 
will not fit down in the prefence of his father, un* 
lefs he receives his command fo to do. The women 
are remarkable for gentlenefs and fubmiilion : their 
feclufion from fociety is, among the lower ranks, but 
partially inforced*, and where it is mofl rigid* 
ly adhered to,, probably occafions little regret, as 
ideas of happinefs are much influenced by habit ; and 
a Hindoo female is equally furprifed how enjoyment 
fliould be found in company, as an European lady 
can be at her bearing the horrors of confinement 
Expofed to few of the afperities of life, and ftrangers 
to ambition, a native family enjoys not only tranquil* 
lity, but contentment and cheerfulnefs ; and even, 
under defpotic government, is perhaps lefs frequently 
difturbed in its noifelefs tenor of life, than one in the 
fame fphere in Europe. 

In the private merrymakings of the Hindoos, great 
ufe is made of mufical initruments, as well as vocal 

performances. 

* From every enquiry I have made of tlie inhabitants in the 
interior parts of India, I find where there are few ftrangers they 
do not confine their women. The people $rc naturally Ihy , and 
from religious prejudices refrain froiu intercourfe with ftran- 
gers. Dr Robertfon is probably well foundci in his conjedurc, 
that the degree of reftraint in which the Hindoo women arc 
kept, is borrowed from their IVIahommedanconq[Uerors. 
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perforfnances. The airs are fimple and not unpicks 
fant. Fire works have been a principal amufement 
at public rejoicings from th6 earlieft periods. Fire 
balls, or blue lights, employed in befieged places, to 
obferve the motions and pofitions of the enemy du- 
ring the night, are . in uie all over India, and ia 
greater perfeftion than in Europe. In thbfe parts 
that have never" been vifited by Europeans or Ma- 
hommedans, rockets are found, a weapon almoft of 
univerfal ufe in Indian war. This ihf!rument con- 
fifts of a tube of iron about eight inches long, and 
^n inch and a half in diameter, clofed at one end. 
It is filled and faftened to a bamboo about the thick- 
nefs of a walking cane, and about four feet long, 
which is pointed with iron. At the oppofite end of 
the tube from this point, is the match : the man 
y/ho ufes it, points the end of the fhaft which is fliod 
with iron, to the objed at which he aims ; and fet- 
ting fire to the match, it flies off with great velocity. 
From the irregularity of its motion, the rocket is 
^i^cult to be avoided, and it fometimes ads with 
confiderable eflfeQ;, efpecially among cavalry. 

The late embafly to China, has eftablifhed the 
great prpficiency made by that people, in every 
fpecies of fire-work, and particularly in their noftur- 
nal illuminations 5 yet it does not appear, that either 
they or the Hindoos were acquainted with the ufe of 
artillery before the Europeans. In the Gentoo laws^ 
there is a prohibition of the ufe of fire arms, but the 
vpords fo tranflated, may be equally truly rendered 

arms 
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arm of Jlre. Mention is made in Sanfcrit of fhe- 
tagncy, or the weapon that kills an hundred men at 
once, which has been tranflated cannon ; but thefe 
expreflions aflford hardly any proof the Hindoos 
being poffeffed of fuch a difcoVery. Guns are now 
ufed over all Hindoftan, and had they been equally 
common at the period when the country was firft vifit- 
ed by Europeans, there can hardly be a doubt that 
they would have attraded their obfervatiout 

The final folution of that queftion which has been 
confiderably agitated of late, whether the eaftem or 
European nations firft underftood the ufe of firearms^ 
will probably reft in favour of the latter j a fub'ftance 
poffeffing many of the properties of gun powder, was 
known in Afia long previous to its difcovery in 
Europe, but it does not appear to have been applied 
much to the improvement of the art of war, and for 
the ufe of artillery, not at all. 

Several changes in that art are however certainly 
introduced in Afia. The ufe of chariots is frequent- 
ly mentioned in the Sanfcrit writings, and from thefc 
it appears that the infantry were placed in the center, 
cavalry on each flank of the army, and beyond thefc 
chariots of war. 

The 



* Vide the Heetopades, tranflated by Mr Wilkins. Quin- 
tus Cuitius mentions the fame fa£t/lib» 3. c. 14. 
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The Hmdoo code contains feveral regolatioiias 
which may be regarded as their law of nations, and 
which charaderifes them as a humane, md in fome 
reipeds a civilized people. It prohibits not only the 
weiipons termed fire-arms, but all poifoned inflru^ 
ments. It forbids alfo violence to all incapable of 
defence, or who folicit quarter. It forbids the 
flaughter of any one who has no means of eficape ; 
of a perfon who is (itdng down ; of him who is nap- 
ked, or afieep; and in fhort of evoy perfon not ac-« 
tualiy engaged in hoftilities. 

The mftituticms of the Hindoos, like thofe of eve- 
ry other nation in an imperfed (late of improvement, 
retain, along with thefe humane provifions, an un- 
feemly mixture of their priftine barbarifm. Trial 
by ordeal, which was formerly fo common among 
the half civilized nations of Europe, Ilill keeps its 
place in the Hindoftanee code: various 0>ecies of 
this trial are there particularized, and the precife 
mode of condufting them defined. Fire or v^ter is 
mod ufually employed, but other methods are fome^ 
times adopted by choice of the parties *. A perfon 
of rank being accufed of correfponding with the 
enemy in time of war, thus writes ; ** Let my accufer 
be produced ; let me fee him face to face j let the 
moil venemous ihakes be put into a pot ; let us put 

our 



* Vide Asiatic RcfeatcheSy whisre this mode ef trial is de* 

fcribed at large. 
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our hands into it together ; let it be covered for a 
certain time j and he tvho remains unhurt Ihall be 
innocent.** \ 

A mode of trial which leaves the decifioh of a 
caufe to chance, or the immediate interpofitioA of a 
miraculous power, certainly indicates a ilate of fd« 
ciety not far advanced in the fcience of jurifpru* 
<lence. Yet when the caufe is perplexed, fuch an 
appeal feems natural enough to a fimple people. It 
was adopted by the Jews in an early period : and 
among them it was accompanied, as it is here, with 
all the folemnity of a religious ceremony, to render 
it more awful and impreflive upon the minds of the 
parties. 

There feems to be a confiderable fimilarlty be- 
tween fome of the rites and religious obfervances of 
the Jews and the eaftern nations. The Sanniafles or 
Faqueers, who feparate themfelves from the reft of 
mankind, in confequence of a vow, refemble the 
Nazarites among the Jews, whofe condud was re* 
gulated by certain legal injunflions. Vide Numb. 
ch. ii. V. 2. "Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and 
fay unto them, when either man or woman (hall fe- 
parate themfelves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to fe- 
parate themfelves unto the Lord, &c.^* — v. 5. " All 
the days of the vow of his feparation there Ihall no 
razor come upon his head ; until the days be fuU 
iilled, in which he feparateth to the Lord, he ihall 
be holy, and fhall let the locks of the hair of his 

head 



24$ INDIAN RSCREATION8. 

head grow.*' — ^v. 6. *^ All the days that he feparateth 
himfelf unto the Lord he fhaU come at no dead 
body/* This particular relating to aj^roaching a 
dead body, is flridly a part of Hindoo manners at 
prefent. A party coming from the Ganges with 
water, if met by a dead perfon carried thither, pour 
out the water as impure, and bring another load. 

The law of retaliation was obferved among both 
nations: both were difpofed to fubftitute certain 
rites, inftead of religious duty : circumcifion is the 
initiatory ceremony to the religion of both ; and a 
Jew, as well as a Muffulman, refted his hope of fal- 
vation upon that, and other obfervances equally fri- 
volous. It required ftrong efforts on the part of the 
firft teachers of Chriftianity, to convince the former 
that reftitude of conduft was of more importance 
than outward fhow ; and that " neither circumcifion 
nor uncircumcifion availeth any thing, biit a new 
creature/' We find that they, as well as other un- 
informed nations, paid a fuperftitious regard to cer- 
tain days, and entertained an averfion to certain fpe- 
cies of food ; though ih this they were not en- 
couraged, but difavowed by their bed teadhers who 
declared " their fafts, their new modns ^, and their 
iabbaths to be an abomination/* The fimple 
doftrine which teaches to << ceafe to do ev}l, and 

learn 



* The Muffulmani, as WfcU as the Jews, pay a kind of m)r^ 
fhip to the new mopo* 



Itzfti to do well/* has been unpopular viith tht 
tpultitude in all countries. To them the belief of 
inyftery, and the praftice of fuperftitioA is eafy j but 
the reformation of life^ is like the afcent from hell^ 
Hie lab^y hoc ofusk 
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O? THB. STATE CMF LlTKRATURfi AMONG THE NATIVtS 
OF INDIA. 



Allahabad^ Jtdy 1797 



The learning of the Hindoos and Muffulmans, a^ 
to the Quantum of it, has of late been the fubjeft of 
much difcuffion. Parties have been formed, each 
with a fyftem to defend ; CHie carrying their preten- 
fions to knowledge above all reafonable bounds j 
and the other attempting to depreciate their attain- 
ments in fcience to a (landard, perhaps,. lower thaa 
the truth. 

Few of their books have yet been tranflated into 
the European languages, or made the objeds of im- 
partial criticifm* All their ftock of knowledge, 
whether great or imaH, is confined to the various 
manuferipts, either preferved in the pubfic libraries, 
or ia the cabmet of the learned. 

The 
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Th£ art of primiog bdbag unkoiowB, or at leaft 
never pra£tifdd, literature in India has always necef** 
farily bpen confined to a very narrow circle : the 
author of Sdr Mutakhare«n, givingaQ account of the 
learned men who fiouriihed in tli^ thne of ^li Ven& 
Slban, furnifiies a few hints that wiU ferve as a baits 
for forming an impartial eftimate of the ftite of Ma* 
bommedan literature. Whether his prejudices led 
him to overlo(^ the Hixuloo fia^es of thai period^ or 
whether their want of merit rendered them unwor- 
thy of his notice, is a point which we do not venture 
to decide : the hd h certain that he particularizes 
none of the unbelievers. 

The firft of this iUuftriws body who decorated 
the reign of Ali Verdi, was Mobwy * Naflyr, born 
in the province of Behar. This man, we are told, 
was *f a fchoiar of fo great credit, that he followed 
his mailer into Perfia ; and though his poverty obli- 
ged him to walk all the way on foot, he did not 
omit a \eSk>n any one day," His attainments are iaid 
to have correfponded with this ardour of purfuit : 
for he is reprefented as profoundly verfed in aftro* 
nomy, mathematics, and algebra. He attained to 
the rank of fecond mfflenger itom the Periian 
Court, to carry its diipatches to the governors on the 
frontier provinces towards India. He rettirned at 
laft to India, wjiere he obtained a jaghir in his na.. 

tive 

* Moluvj i< the titi« correfponding t; Dodor. 



the protioem near Pat&a^ vfhen hispoftm^iunr 

SuCR it the tocoant given of this great man, 1a^ 
Crolam Hojfein Khaft; ^^th regard to bis aftroao- 
my and algd>ra9 it is to be obferved, that tbefe 
idences were chiefly employed ip calculating nad- 
vkies, and prediding future events, from the pofiticm 
p£ the heavenly bodi^ According to this author^s 
own teftimony, every prince or govfvnor of a pro- 
vince kept in his retinue a number of aftfologer»y 
whom he coufulted cm every enteapri^e^ nor wool^ 
they move from thqr (lation on the moft urgent bi^ 
finefs till a favourable hour had been decide4 upon 
by theie £iges* Even at prefeht, after two huDcfred 
years int^reourfe with the EngUfli, their appe^ foi? 
divination and prophecy |ias not inuch abated* Tbt 
Nabob of (hide coftfults liis a^f olbgers what drefi it 
will be moft lucky to appear in each day; ativfaat 
door he is to go out, and by which to enter his pa* 
. lace after aii excprfion* The pooreft of the people 
will flrqp off their rags tp ^gage a fortune-teller to 
declare thrfr futifre deftiny i aiid for fhis they will 
part with a dinner, though they may liotliave a meal 
befides. Brobably the greateft merit of the cele* 
brated Moluvy Nafiyr conflfted in his knowing th$ 
language of the north of India, and interpreting tQ 
moi in oflBce fr^m &e Ferfian Court* • * ' " 

This panegyrift declares that he became *' a Rtv 
^ent in the whole circf^ of i^p |f:ien<;es3i*' fpcf^8 

' ' tlie 
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ibe mathematics at oat fqurce of his renown ; how- 
ever you will recoiled, that as there were at this 
period no fort r^ularly conftru&ed in India, nor 
any tolerable train of artillery, the Rev. Moluvy'^ 
mathematics muft have t>era chiefly fpecnlative. 

The next in rank among the Mahommedan 
fcholars, is the fon of Nafiyr, Daood Aaly Khan. 
It is iaid <tf him, ^^ that having obtained the whol^ 
-paternal eftate^ by the partiality of his father, he 
portioned it out among the different members of the 
£imily, m the manner r^ulated by the laws of 
QodV^ 

After having in tMs manner arranged his affairs^ 
we are informed, ^^ that he felt himfelf fired with a 
ddire of vifiting the gate of the pontif of this world f: 
of beholding the completion of mufiulmanifm ti ^d 
of kiffing the threfliold of that door which is watch« 
ed by hofts of angels §• 

*5 After haying enjoyed to his Contentment the 
meafure of bappinefs after which his heart panted, hfe 
returned to the place of his nativity, and pafl^d away 
)us'time in affifting the Seyds and necef&tous ||. In 

the 



* That is of the Coran* 

f Ncdjcf. t Mecca. 

{ Medina, where is the tomb of Mahomet« 

)] Seyds are the defcendents of All* 
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the (lumber of caufies daily hrougbt befiore him hi 
his deci(ion, for he was both a cafuift and a toagif* 
trace, his fole view wis to cut fliort cfiflFerences tq 
the f^tisfadion of both patties. He aUb contented 
himfelf with his k^l feet ; and this pittance, joined 
to his portion of the paternal eftate, he managed with 
fo mach economy, as to enable him to relieve the 
needy, and to admin^fter comfort to widows and or* 
phans whom he adnnt^ to his table; ^thout at- 
tempting to live on better £^re in private by himielP'^ 

This altud^ to the Indian method of giving enter* 
tainments : which if judged by our notions, is ilttcf^' 
ly marked with indelicacy. The guefts all fit upop 
a fquare carpet ; the mafter of the feaft being placed 
at the north fide. A number of feparate difbes are 
placed before him ; and a different aflbrtment le6 
delicate along the two fides, according to the rank 
of the guefts. Towards the farther end of the ar- 
petting, the guefts of inferior note are feated, and 
the difhes are, before them, greatly inferior both in 
number and quality* This management fo inde- 
licate, according to our ideas., was confpicuous even 
at the gables of the moft illuftrious Romans. A differ- 
ent fpecies of bread, and an inferior wine, were ferv- 
ed to the guefts, from that ufed by the giver of the 
entertainment. Vide Juvenal. Sat. 

^' It would be difficult'* fays the biographer on 
this fubjeft, " to give him all the praife he deferyes, 
nor does the hiftoria^n find any he£i(ation in acknow- 



iedging the impotence of his pea upon that extenfive 
fubjeft. *« It, however, ought not to be omitted, 
that after his return, and after having kiffed the fac- 
red and fublime threfhold, he altered his name' from 
Daood Aali Khan, to that of Zair Hofltin Khan, 
which he then affumed, and ever after gloried in the 
alteration/* 

It is common after a pilgrimage to affume a neW 
name, with the title of faint ; thefe names are ftill 
inore fantaftical than tbofe appellations of our faints 
in the days of Oliver Cromwell. One perfon at Ala- 
habad affumed the name of Shahcotta, or faint dog, 
the female of which cottee, has fometfmes been the 
title of religious women. Fame, however much h 
may be concealed from the religious devotees theni- 
felves, feems to be the great end of their peregrina- 
tions, and vanity the tootive for undertaking ihtm. 

This account which is written with fome eloquence 
and much fimplicity, I have confideraWy abridged ; 
whatever impreffion. it makes with regard to the 
learning of the venerable perfon mentioned, it offers 
a very favourable idea of his -moral ^chara^er, and 
therefore the Moluvy wit! command efteem from 
thofe who may tbink differently from the noble 
author on the fubjedt of his learning. 

The third ornament of this period, according to 
our author, " was Meer Mahmod Alim, one of the 
moft virtuous and moft venerable perfon^ oi Azima- 

bad 



i5^ INDIAN &ECR£ATt024ii 

bail (Patna). His knowledge was in much repdit^ 
and his compofitions in much efteem and celebrity ; 
but I cannot fpeak properly of them, having no per* 
fonal knowledge of either/' 

This (ketch is truly <^hara£leriftic of the learned 
in a country where the art of printing is unknowiu 
An author of firft celebrity has never been read by 
a learned nobleman, who was almoft his contempo^ 
rary. The Perfian news paper^ (Acber) is ftill in 
manufcripty after an intercourfe with Europe of two 
hundred years. 

^^ MoLUVY Mahmed Aaref is the fourth of the lite* 
rary charaders of the age; he was eminent for know» 
kdge, and one of thofe men fond of comers and re- 
lirement. He died early in the reign of AUverdi 
Slhan, and was entombed in the caftleof A^imabad^^ 
where he always refided. One of his difciples Shah 
Gurg t, was a pious man whom I have often feen« 
He lived at a diftance from the world in folitude and 
celibacy^ and fpent his time in prayer. 

^^ The fifth was Meer Ruftem-aaly, a man fatisfied 
with his corner^, but not deftitute of fcience and 
erudition : this at leaf): is the charaAer given of him, 

by 

* The tombs of religioui muffulmans are vifited by pilgrims ^ 
tnd are Ulumioated hj perpetual lamps, placed io a niche at thf^ 
end. 

f Saint Wolf. i Literally tranflated. 
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by thofe perfons, that much frequent religious men*. 
I know him but little : he paffed for a man verfed in 
the Goran, and capable of all the fubtleties of ex- 
planation. 

^ ^' The fixth learned pcrfon was Shah Mahmed-a- 
men, who lived in celibacy ; a man much verfed in 
the Goran, and fo very intelligent, as to be inferior 
only to an angel. Intent both interiorly and exteriorly 
on the fervice of God, he feemed brim-full of the rays 
of his maker's lovei. His >vords and actions made fo 
much impreffion on my mind, that when I went on 
the fame of his charafter to pay him a vilit, I felt 
within myfelf on entering his dwelling, fuch a difguft 
at the avocations of this world, and fo ftrong an in- 
clination to abandon this borrowed habitation, and 
to addia myfelf wholly to the love of God, that I 
had nearly taken a final refolution on that fubjeft. 
He pafled the night in adoration and mortification, 
always awake, and fleeping by day hardly a fingle 
hour. His dwelling was conftantly thronged by vifi- 
tors ; while he was fo intent upon the objeft of his 
love, and pronounced the ejaculation, my beloved/ 
with fuch emphafis, and drew from his breaft fuch 
deep fobs, that the hearts of his vifitors were fet on 
fire. Shah-Mahmed his matter was celebrated at Azi- 
K k ^ mabad 

* Sovereign pilnces paid viHts to learned men) and pror* 
trated themfelves before them ) and when viiited by them, 
they went to meet them, and placed them on the fame mufnud. 

f Perfian idiom, preferved in this phrafe. 
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mabad for miracles and prodigies; and he for reading 
leSures publicly, when his temper foftened, for he 
was fomejvhat rough and paffionate." 

There are a few other fages celebrated by this hif- 
torian, but it is probable that you have by this time 
fonned a tolerably accurate notion of the ftate of fcience 
among the conquerors of India: their celebrity is ac- 
quired and upheld by means cxaftly limilar to thofe 
pra£lifed by our faints in the darkefl ages of papal ig- 
norance. The fame merit is attached to their celibacy, 
their retirement from the world, their miracles and 
their devotion: and a fimilar reverence, or rather 
worfhip is paid to their afhes, as our learned and 
pious anceftors paid to thofe of St Dunftan, or Tlio- 
mas k Becket. 

The fame of faintfliip and profound learning, is per- 
haps more eafily acquired among the higheft claflfes in 
Afia, than it ever was in Europe among the vulgar : 
for it is to be remembered, that the worthies here cele- 
brated all lived in the prefent age, were of the higheft 
rank, and enjoyed the admiration of princes. 

No notice is taken of any Hindoos of literature by 
this author : nor is this probably owing to his bigot- 
ted attachment to Mahommedanifm ; it does not ap- 
pear that there are any at prefent of fufficient merit 
to entitle them to a place in his lift, fuch as it is. 

When 
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When fuch are the acquifitions of men of the 
higheft rank and learning, you may conjedlure the 
deplorable ftate of ignorance in which the great body 
of the people are involved. They are deluded and 
plundered by every rude pretender to fanftity : 
their religion confifts^ wholly of rites, and their fcifnce 
of charms. To gain their admiration, it is fufficient 
to aflume a phantaftic drefs, and tp utter fobs and 
ejaculations. 

Abul Fazel, the minifter of Acber, fubmitt,ed to 
the tuition of learned pundits, for many years, and 
has written an abftraft of Hindoo fcience at once in- 
fipid, fubtle, and unintelligible *. The fame thing 
happened to Dara Sheko, the elder brother of Au- 
rengzebe, who, after many years profound refearch, 
has left a iketch of his attainments, that demondrates 
nothing fo much as the futility of his purfuit. 

Sir William Jones himfelf, who carried on the 
ftudy of Sanfcrit literature with greater fuccefs than 
any other man, feems often bewildered, and becomes 
unintelligible to himfelf in purfuing thefe fubtleties 
and conceits, which have been dignified with the 
name of fcience : and it may fafely be ajfErmed that 
on no fubje£l did he ever beftow fo much labour, 
and derive fo little ufeful knowledge.^ In a paper 
upon' this fubjeft, communicated to the Society in 

Calcutt^^ 

♦ It 18 cpijtaiocd in the 3d vol. of Ajccn Acbeiy. 
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Calcutta, he thus concludes : " It refults from thisi 
analyfis, (of Hmdoo literature,) that the Veda, Upa- 
veda, Vedanga, Purana, Derma, and Derfana, are 
the fix great faflras, in which all knowledge, divine 
and human is fuppofed to be comprehended. When- 
ever We direft our attention to Hindoo literature, 
the notion of infinity prefents itfelf ; and the longeft 
life would not be fufEcient for the perufal of near 
500,000 ftanzas in the puianos, with a million more, 
perhaps, in the other works before mentioned/' 



OB 



OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICE, 



The police of India, as conduced by the later em- 
perors of Hindoftan, forms an important fubjeO: of 
enquiry. The principles of it were meant to be ad- 
hered to by the Europeans who fucceeded to their 
power, while its abufes, which had crept in during 
the decline of the empire, were to be corrected. 

Unfortunately the whole knowledge obtained 
m thefe branches of adminiftration, by Europeans, 
was at firft gained from their deputies, clerks, and 
other fervants ; who, though well acquainted with all 
the arts of peculation, and the perquilites to be 
gained in each department, could give no proper 
account of the duties each officer was bound to dif- 
charge. 

The 
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The Nizam was the principal officer in each pro- 
vince, or viceroyalty : if feveral o!f thefe were united 
under the government of one perfon, he was then 
denominated a Subsfdar, and enjoyed the higheft 
rank among the Imperial Officers, next to the Vi- 
zier. He had the fupreme direction of all the offi- 
cers of his province : his truft was almoft unlimited, 
and his power fo great, that during many of the 
latter reigns, the viceroys fcarcely acknowledged, or 
feldom felt their dependence ; and at laft their fub- 
je6)ion to the Imperial Court was merely nominal. 

Next to the Nizam, the Foujdars were the high- 
eft military officers : they were allotted to each Su- 
badary, or vice-royalty, in number proportioned to 
its extent, and to that of the refradory zemindars 
which it contained. The Foujdar had under his 
command from one to two thoufand horfe, and his 
military rank was in general greater than his adual 
command. Military rank is eftimated by the num- 
ber of horfe, and is often nominal ; the rank of a 
thoufand being given without any aftual command. 
Their quarters were in fome town or fort, in the 
diftria ; and they marched with a kettle drum, and 
ftandards difplayed, the inlignia of their office and 
rank, which was confidered as noble. Bengal, ex- 
clufive of Dacca, contained ten Foujdaries j and Be- 
har was divided into eight. 

The duty of this officer was to reduce to fub- 
jedlion all ref^adory landholders j to fupprcfs all 

riots 
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Hots and infurredions ^ to difperfe and apprehend 
troops of banditti and thieves, with which the coun* 
{ry has at all times been infefted. They were alfo 
to a£Ford protection to the Altimgbas, or charity 
lands beftowed on the neceifitous. They and their 
•deputies were to aid and affift the Nizam on any 
emergency, which might require the combined mi- 
litary force of the province *• 

The Darago of the Adawlet, that is, prefident of 
the civil court, was the fupreme civil magiftrate of 
the province. The Emperors retained in their own 
hands the decifion of all caufes of importance in the 
laft refort j and for this purpofe they fet apart two 
days of every week. The ordinary diftribution of 
juftice was left to die Adawlet, over which the Da- 
roga prefided, with a falary annexed to his office, 
and a jaghir, to remove, by the pofleffion of inde- 
pendence, every temptation to corruption. 

From day break, till three in the afternoon, this 
judge continued upon his tribunal, where he receiv- 
ed the complaints of all ranks ; and gave a fpeedy 
dediion on every fubjed in litigation. In matters of 
fmaller moment, his decifion was final ; in cafes of 
difficulty, a reference was made to the Emperor and 
his council. 

This 
* Golam HoStin Khan.Seir MuUkhareen^ vol. 3. p. 170. 
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This office,- like every other, on the decline of the 
empire, became venal; and inftead of being often 
refufed as a fituation of great refponfibility, it was 
undertaken by whoever could purchafe it ; and was 
converted into an inftrument of oppreffion, and the 
means of fecuring a fortune to the judge and his de- 
puties. Under the Engliih, the praftice of the judges 
was flill more flagitious than ever ; from their igno- 
rance of the cuftoms of the country, and their ina- 
bility to deteft the malverfation of thofe who aSed 
under them. In 1782, it was veiled in the Englifli 
gentlemen themfelves^, which proved a great relief j 
in as far, however, as the minute details are execut- 
ed by the natives, fo far probably does their avarice 
taint the fountain of juftice. This is boldly aflferted 
by the Golam Hoffein Khan, a nobleman of great 
worth and refpeflability, who has, like another Cla- 
rendon, written a hiftory of his own times with as 
much truth and impartiality as poflibly could be ex- 
peded from a perfon in fuch circumftances. The ^ 
Mahommedan noblemen were the great agents of 
the Imperial government j they filled every office of 
honour or emolument : thefe being now executed 
by the Englifh perfonally, the ancient families of 
diftinftion have fuffered by our conqueft almoft a 
total overthrow of rank and confequence, as well as 
wealth. ' 

The exaggerated lamentations of this author, and 
his impreffive defcription of the grievous flate of op- 
preffion, which the natives fuffer under our govern- 
ment. 
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ihent, and the partial panegyric beftdwed oh the 
Mahommedan ifyftem of government, is no more 
than what was to be expeded from his feelings and 
his pregudices. Where thefe do not interfere, he 
gives a decided approbation to the juftice and libe- 
rality difplayed by our countrymen upon every pc- 
cafiont 

The Cazt was the ne^t judge in the Mahomme^ 
dan adminiflration ; he declared the laws in fuch 
criminal and civil cafes as were conneded with re- 
ligion, and may be regarded as the fupreme eqcle- 
fiaftical judge. He had ab ample penfion and jag- 
hir ; as any corruption in his fundion would have 
been 4eemed peculiarly dif|^raceful to law and reli- 
gion. 

Some crimes, fuch as foriiication and proftitutipn, 
came particularly under the cognizance of the Ca- 
zi } he inflifled feyere punifhment upon fuch as kept 
flave girls yi th^r houf«s, or proftitutes, or even cpn- 
cubines, ^ccept confecrated by the prefcribed form3 
of law. The mufidans were under his immediate 
infpeAion, all differences among them were decided 
by him ; and to prevent extravagance at f eafls, np 
man was allowed to hire a greater number of them 
than was fuitable to his rank. 

** This inftitution, lays Golam Hoffein, has Jong 
been perverted into an inftrument of taxation ; the 
office has been regarded as a patent entitfin^ io cer- . 

L 1 tain 
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tain fees, and has been leafed, and underleafed to 
any fordid perfon that would become a purchafer, 
whether he were acquainted with muffulmanifm or 
not. Fees have been invented by the low fubftitutes 
of this office, at burials, at circumcifion, and at 
naarriage. The poor have been deluded into a be- 
lief, that till the CaziV depute has received his fee, 
the fpirit of the deceafed does not quit the houfe ; 
till it is produced, the poor relaticms are deemed im- 
pure, and are fliunned by all their acquaintances* 
To difcharge this debt, the perfon will fell his land, 
his effefts, or even rob upon the high-way. The 
fame pernicious confequence followed their incapa- 
city to difcharge the fees for marriage ahd circum** 
cifion *. 

The Suder ul Sooder,or Great Almoner, was an 
officer of very high authority, whofe bufinefs was to 
guard the diltribution of the charity lands : to pre- 
vent their refumption, or their alienadon into other 
hands than thofe of the poor : he was alfo intruded 
with the fuperintendencc of the Caii*^ office j to 
prevent fuch as were ignorant of Mahommedanifm 
from entering into that facred funftion. His bufinefs 
was alfo to prevent encroachments upon the lands 
belonging to the Exchequer. This office, from the 
great xlifcretionary power annexed to it, proved^ in 
hands of an unprincipled man, the fource of a 

thouiand 

Vi^e Seir Mutakhareen. 
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thoufand peculations : inftead of prote£ling the poor, 
it became the gulph which fwallowed up the fub- 
fiftence of the needy ; and tinder the pretence of al- 
moner*s fees, entailed a load of mifery upon the un- 
happy poor. The abufe of this, and the preceding 
office, had become fo enormous as to attrad the no- 
tice of Mr Haftings, who had the merit of abolifli- 
iag fees within the Eiiglifh territories, or at leaft 
confining them to the moderate rates ctiftomary in 
the moft virtuous reigns. 

The clerk of the market, (Mhntafib,^ was an of- 
ficer of great importance, whpfe duties are now 
abandoned, and a perfon appointed to fill it, who 
uplifts the cuflomary fees as a kind of perquifite. 
The Mhutafib infpefted the weights and meafures j 
fixed the price of commodities, and fettled difputes : 
he preferved the peace of the markets by puhifhing 
^riots and drunkards. 

The author of Seir Mutakhareen compiains,^at 
although double the fees and perquifites are now up- 
lifted by the mhutafib, than were formerly, yet the 
flreets and lanes are crowded with diforderly people; 
every corner is infefled with drinking fhops and 
tippling houfes, while the rogueries committed by 
falfe fcales exceed all eftimation. A great variety of 
inferior officers, in the Nizam's and Foujdar's de- 
partment, are in the appointment of ihe Emperor, 
and of confequence independent of thefe minifters. 
T|ie moft remarkable of thefe were the VaacaNavife^ 

or 
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or gazetteer ; the SeTanah l^avifeyor hlftoripgrapher^ 
and the Harcarah^ a head fpy? It was their duty to 
commit to writing the principal events and occur* 
rences of each day, and td 4ifp3^ch them on the 
fubfequent morning to the Emperor ; who» by thi^ 
fil^ular inftitution, Vas acquainted with every thing 
of note that happened in any part of tl^ empire. 
Thef« difpatche$9 which were carried to Court by 
regular pofts^ were prefented by ^ paroga to the 
Prince each day. 

By thefe provincial intelligenceSi which often de? 
fcended to very minute particulars^ the Emperor had 
it in his power to redrefs grievances before th^ party 
had time to ftate them. Some imperial manufcripts 
of Aurengzebe are ftill preferyed of hi^ Own di£lk)i| 
and hand-writing. Though thefe officers, from tl|e 
nature of their duty^ were made independ^ of the 
grandees who ruled in each province, even a fufpidoqi 
of their intimacy was fuffident to difmiis tfiepi ; be- 
ing dee9ied incopipatible with the iatc^ty bf their 
intelligence* 



MAKHERg 
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tufhuWf 1798^ 

Tiifi manners of Muffulmans, fr<us^ tl^dr numbers^ 
and from tbeir influence on foqety, fince ^ con- 
qu^^ form an iipport^ part of the Wtotj of Hin« 
doftan. By theiii almoft erery department of go- 
vernment has been conducted ; the partiality of the 
conquerors iot their (xmntrymen, having committe4 
to their management almoft every branch of the ad* 
miniftration. Their tafte for fliow and fplendour^ as 
magiftrates and goverfiors of provmces, contributed 
indiredly to the profperity of the vanquiiheds and in 
feme mesdure alleviated ^e fufferings of a dependent 
and (^prefl^ people^ 

In the provinces. of fiengalf and Bebar, the im- 
menfb eftablifliment of 15O9O00 or 170^000 cavalry, 
^ffere4 employment io many of the poorer dafies^ 

vdio 
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who fubfifted by fumifbing them with (bod, dodungi 
amd furniture ; while the civil eftablifhment aimezed 
tp judges, coUeftors of revenue and other officers, 
provided for perhaps an equal nun^^ of people, 
and diftributed among them with rapidity die hx 
greater part of the contributions levied in each pro- 
vince# 

Thb nephews of Aliverdi Chan, though only die 
depudes. of a viceroy, and appointed at a period 
when the country was harrafied by a foreign enemy, 
fived with a fplendour more refembUng foverdgn 
prii]$gs» than perfong invefted with temporary and 
delegated power. Seyd Mahmed, the youngeil and 
ieaft afpiring, had, in the diftrid of Pumeah, an 
eftabtifhment of 15,000 Cavalry and infantry, befides 
2 vaft number of elephants, camels, horfes and car* 
riages, with a large park of artillery. His court, ^^ 
ceiving falarieS, was numerous and ^leiididi without 
reckoning a train of dependents who received 
monthly penfions, from one to five thoufand rupees. 
The feragKo confift^d of five hundred women, be- 
fides eunuchs and other fervants. The jewels, table, 
and equipage, were all in a ftile of magnificAce that 
feems to vie with the fplendour of the Jewifb kings, 
in the profperous reigns of David and Solomon, 
thofe illuftrious Sovereigns of a great and indep^ 
dent nation : yet this Seyd Mahmed was only the 
deputy of a Soubadar over one diftrift, who himfelf 
was a fervant, paying tribute, and acknowledging 
fubjeaiion to the Imperial Cowtt. His :eft»blifhment 
oiivr is 
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1$ particularifed, not on account of its fuperior ex- 
pence or magnificence, but becaufe it has been fciithA 
fully defcribed by a hiftorian of rank and integrity^ 
who enjoyed a confiderable oiEce under his admi- 
niftration •• 

The two other nephews pf Aliverdi bad much 
more confiderable appointments than the Governor 
of Pumeah ; they lived in ftill greater fplendour, 
and yet their courts were only images of the gran- 
deur and wealth difplayed at that of Moorfhed abad. 
This provincisd capital contained, within the me- 
mory of perfons ftill living, fome of the richeft fub- 
jeds in the world* During the Mahratta incurfions, 
the houfe of Jugget Seet was plundered qf two miU 
lions aind a half fterling, in filver ; an accident which 
fo little afFeded his credit, that he continued to grant 
bills of exchange at fight, and to a large amount, to 
government. When the enormities of Surajah ul 
Dowlah had rendered his government odious, Meer 
Jaffier, aided by this banker^s wealth, which fecured 
him the patronage of the Europeans, afc^nded the 
throne. The domeftics of this Jagget Seet, we are 
told, amounted to two thoufand perfons. 

Du&iNo 



* Golam. HoffeiQ Khao, vol. ifi. p. 666. This prince« 
fiiys he, governed Pumeah with b much equity and attention 
to the fubjeds, that the nobles aftd peafants fpoke of h|s admi* 
niftration with great applaufe: 
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DuRTNO their religious feftivals, the Muffulniah^ 
difplay their love of ihow ifi a remarkable manner : 
the ix^bole river^ upon certain occafions, for feveral 
miles, difplays one blaze of light ; their mdfques are 
alfo illuminated, and their proceflions dazisle the eye 
with a profufion of ^ilt and filvercd work, and or- 
naments of artificial flowers. The mqft pompous 
ceremonies in Europe make a very feeble impreffion 
upon thofe who have been fpeftators of Mahomme- 
dan folemnities* 

In the court of Aliverdi, this pafTion for magni- 
ficence was tempered by a religious gravity, and au- 
flerity of manners, by which that prince was diftin- 
guiihed. A bigot to Shyifm, and foured by the 
narrow principles of that fed, he 0iewed a marked 
averfion to wine, and ille^timate connexions with 
the fex« He ufed to awake two hours before day- 
break, fays his hiftorian, and having performed the 
ufual ablutions, and prayers of divine precept, he re^ 
peated other devotions by way of fupererogation. 
^^ His break&ft, which confifted of coffee, was finifh- 
cd before feven, when he gave audience in a public 
hall, and heard petitions, for two hours/' He after- 
wards, with the great officers, or with his relations, 
converfed in a private apartment, fometimes upon 
bufinefs, but oftener upon cookery, generally *• or- 
dering fome new diflv or giving fome particular di- 
redions for dreifing fuch as were common/^ 



By 
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By noon dinner was over, and he retired to ilcep, 
■^^ when the ftory tellers and bed watchmen attended 
and did their office *." In Afia, where not one in a 
thoufand can read, and dill fewer have an inclination, 
a ftory teller becomes a very ufeful profcffion in the 
retinue of a great* man : but with ignorance there is 
generally a great want of curiofity, and thefe ftory 
tellers are employed not for inftrudion, but to lull 
their mafters afleep. The bed-watchmen are em- 
ployed in chaffing or rubbing the limbs, which, in z 
hot country, is found very refrefliing : both thefe of- 
fices are fometimes performed Ijy women. 

A fliort repofe during the hotteft part of the day, 
is perhaps neceffary in this climate ; the greater part 
of the Europeans, and all the natives, indulge them- 
felves in a habit fo grateful to a relaxed frame. The 
pious Aliverdi never exceeded one hour in this gra- 
tification, after which he performed his cuftomary 
noon prayers, and read a chapter of the Coran; 
having refreflied himfelf with a cooling draught of 
ice water t. 

About one or two in the afternoon, aucjience Was 
given to thofe learned and pious fages, of whom a 

Mm few 

* Vide Seir Mutakhareen, vol. 3. p. 680, 

f Ice is prefervcd for creams, and for cooling water in tbis 
country, by a procefs now almoin univcrfally known in Europe. 
Daring the raius, filtpetre fupplics the place of ice. 



few hate been introduced to your notice cm.n fertner 
occafion. By fome of them the Coran was read and 
explained for two hours, when the holy men retirecl, 
after obfervii^ the £une routine x>{ refpcQi^ forMa- 
lities by which they were introduced : by this you 
are, not to underftand, that, Uke fervile courtier^^ 
they paid their obeifance ; they were met at the ea- 
trance with profound relped by the viceroy^ an4 
one of them placed on a muihud diredly oj^fite to 
his own* 

i. • 

So incredible is the power of cuftom, that evefi 
|he decorous habits of Aliverdi Khan, could not 
conqv^er a prafkite of introducing at court a fet of 
buffoons and jefters, common in India ^. After a 
fhort converfation on the news of the day, which 
was fupported by the opulent merchants and others, 
thefe men were introduced, who bandied about a- 
mongft each other the coarfeft ribbaldry, and mod: 
inddicate farcafms, to the great ^itertainment of the 
dignified perfons who were their hearers* Thefe 
jefters were called (Hedjra) hermaphrodites, and had 
merited the appellation by means the moft unnatural, 
and for purpofes not to be dcfcribed. 

The 

♦ Thefe arc ordered to be Kept by the magii^ratc, m the 
facred voUtmes : *' He ihaU retain in hit fervice a great num. 
ber of buffoons, or parafites, jefters and dancers, and athletics ; 
and he (hall render all his fervants contented and grateful/'— 
yidc Gentoo Laws, p. ii8. 
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Thh hour of iUgper was about twilight^ a IHght 
r^aft, which this prince partook with the princet 
kiy hi^ rela^oBS, his daughters, and grand-daughters. 
Thofe da&dng women, who conftituted the great* 
eft part of their entertainment, and in \;(rhofe com- 
pany all his contemporaries fpent a large portion of 
their time, were idmitted at none of the avocations 
trf Aliv«-di Khan *. 

You muft not, however, conclude, that the cor- 
reft and auftere manners of the viceroy guided the 
conduct of his diflblute courtiers ; pr that ftrift vir- 
tue was maintained by thofe dignified ladies who 
made a part of his foeiety. This whole family were^ 
on the contrary, the forraioft in every fcene of diffi- 
pation* All his three daughters were notorious for 
their intrigues and gallantry in a part of the world 
where women of rank live in the greateft privacy, or 
are fecluded from all mixed company. If they tra- 
vel, it is in a covered carriage, left they fhould be 
prophaned by the eye^ of a ftranger. Such car- 
riages are deemed facred in every part of India, nor 
are they interrupted by an enemy even in time of 
war. 

This cuftom, eftabliflied by the law of nations, 
for the protection of the fex, the profligate daughters 

of 

* Some part of the Seraglio, and ereh companies of dancing 
women, generally accompanied the Mahommedan princes 
when travelling) and frequently attended ihem in a campaign. 
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of Aliverdi availed themfelves of, to carry on their 
intrigues. In thefe vehicles, fecure from interrup- 
tion, they were conveyed to the houfes of their gal- 
Istots, or had them conveyed, ui the guife of women, 
into the Haram. 

SuRAjA Dowlah, the fucceffor and grandfon of 
Aliverdi, praftifed at the earlicft age, and often in 
the public view, all thofe debaucheries which are 
known in Afia. By fuch condu£k, joined to an in- 
fblent behaviour to his officers, he effedually alienated 
them from his fervice ; and when his imprudence 
l5lunged him into a war with the Englifh, a nume- 
rous party of them fought an opportunity of be- 
traying him. This they found at the memorable 
battle of Plafley, where the young viceroy's power 
received a ihock, from which it never recovered* 



AU 
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AN ACCOyNT OF THE HISTORIAN GHOLAM HOSSEIN 
KHAN. 



Calcutta^ Jan. 1798. 



In giving an idea of the literature of India, I can- 
not omit mentioning Golam Hoffein Khan, the late 
author of a work, entitled Seir Mutakhareen, or 
View of Modern Times. This work is regarded as 
claffical Perfian, in point of ftile ; and contains a 
civil Aftory of Hindoftan, from the death of Aureng- 
zebe to the year 1781. The biographical anecdotes 
found in this work, concerning many of our coun- 
trymen, who are ftill living, rendiers it peculiarly in- 
terefting : the details of the Englifli conquefts in In- 
dia, and his ftriftures upon the Britifh government in 
that country, convey the ideas of a native, of high 
charader, upon fubjefts of the firft importance. 
This work, though tranflated into fomethmg like 
. Englifli, by a renegado Frenchman, is but little 
known even to Orientalifts, except by name. 

This 
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This Mogul nobleman was a partlzan of the pre- 
fent Emperor during his fallen fortunes ; tfbt like 
the great Clarendon, he delivers his fentiments with 
fpirit and impartiality ; and with a &rce, cleamefs, 
and (hnplicity of fiile rarely to be found in Afiatic 
authors, and which juftly entitle him to prehemi- 
nence among the hiftorians of his country. The 
hiftory of his life, given by himfelf, is prefixed to his 
volumes ; fome particulars of it I fhall infert, for it 
mufl be interefting to know the hiftory of an inde- 
pendent native, who has difplayed fo much penetra« 
tioh, fagacity, and knowledge, refpefting the con- 
dud of the Engiifh in the government of his coun* 
try. 

GoLAM Hoffein Khan was bom in Shahjehan-j 
abadin 1140 of the Hegira; and being related by 
his mother to AUverdi Khan, the future Nabob of 
Bengal, he repaired to that province with all his con* 
nedions. •* Soon after our arrival in Moorfhedabad,- 
lays he, fortune began to favour our familyf Ali- 
Verdi Khan was appointed governor of Patna, where 
toy father accompanied him, and where our hxmij 
have lived to this day in affluence^ dignity, and 
fplendour : for the houfes we bought, and the lands 
we acquired by purchafe, gift^ or otherwife, during 
the adminiftration of Aliverdi, arc td this day in our 
poffeffion. In the year i 188, I was induced, unfor- 
tunately, to become feciirity, to a confiderable a- 
mount, for a zemindar, who already owed me the 
higheft obligations, and from whom I little expcded 

fuch 
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fuch a r^um, and fo much perfidy as I met mdu 
In confequence of bis mifcondud, I was called upon 
by die Englifh government to pay 60,000 rupees on 
his account, which was the fum for which I had be- 
come bound. This demand coming on me unex- 
pededly, I was obliged to fell my jewels and plate^ 
to the amount of 319O00 rupees, and to make up 
the balance by borrowmg it from the banker. In 
this way I faved myfelf from the feverity with which 
I would have been treated by the government to 
whom the money was due, and from the ftill more 
unfeeling rigor of the aumils, muttfudies, and other 
revenue officers, who feemed to wait with a mali- 
cious eye for the fignal from government, to feize 
my whole property. I was obliged to put into the 
banker's hands, as a fecurity for the money I had 
borrowed, the portion of land I poffeffed, and to en- 
deavour to procure fubfiftence by fome other means. 
But I was unable to get any employment, notwith- 
ftanding all the intereft, and all the enquiries whicli 
my friends made in my behalf. At lad it pleafed 
fortune to give me a friend in General Goddart, a 
man of merit fo confpicuous as to need no praife, 
and whofe kindnefs and generofity to me, as well as 
to many of my countrymen, entitle him to my laft- 
ing gratitude. Such a character is not often met 
with among the Englifh in Hindoftan. 

*' He was about this time appointed refident at 
Chunarghur ; foon after which he came to Azim- 
abad, (Patna,) where he made fome flay. Being 

an 
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an old acquaintance, I went to fee him. He had the 
kindnefs to enquire about my affairs, and he heard^ 
with cordial concern, the calamity which had befal- 
len them. " I am truly forry, faid be, to hear what 
has happened ; but as I fee no likelihood of your 
getting employment here, you had better come along 
with me, and we ihall live upon what we can get/' 
I cheerfully accepted of the propofal, looking upon 
it as one of the (ecret refources which Providence 
had kept in flore for me. I accordingly got myfelf 
ready, and accompanied him to Chunar. But on 
General Goddart's arrival there, he found 'that the 
fituation to which he was appointed, was, in point of 
emolument, much below what he had reafon to ex- 
peft, and indeed fcarcely fufEcient to defray his ne- 
ceffary expences. This circumftance difabled him 
from aflifting me as he wifhed ; but he committed 
to my care whatever concerned the revenue matters 
of that town. He allotted alfo for my accommoda- 
tion an excellent houfe, which had been fitted up 
for himfelf ; and fent his own boats to bring my wife 
and family. When they arrived, he gave them a 
penfion of 300 rupees a month. After behaving to 
me in this very handfome manner, it was natural in 
him to receive my vifits with that particular diftinc- 
tion which he fhewed me. 

" I have already obferved, that General Goddart's 
income at Chunar, was much below his expendi- 
ture : in confequence of this, he now determined to 
relinquifli his fituation, and get permiflion to enter 

* into 
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into the fervice of Azof ud Dowlah, Having heard that 
that prince, diffatisfied with his old troops, had dif- 
iHiffed them, and intended tp raife a new army, the 
difcipline of which he wifhed to commit to the charge 
of an Englifh officer of rank. My friend conceived 
that fuch an employment would be more fuitable to 
his turn of mitid, than the ftatiqn he held at Chu- 
nar ; and that it would likewife prove more profita- 
ble both to himfelf and me. But as he had no ac- 
quaintance with Mr Briftow, who was then minifter 
at Luc^now, he did not think it proper to make 
any perfonal application to him on the fubjeft. On 
his aiking my opinion of the matter, I pfopofed that 
he Ihould give me a letter to another Englifhman, a 
ifrjend of Mr Briftow's, to whom, by that means, I 
ihould find a ready introduftion ; and thereby be 
able to found him in regarci to the objeft in view, 
without mentioning his name. Of this he approved ; 
and giving to me the letter to the gentleman at 
Lucknow, he wifhed me a fuccefsful journey." 

After, however, obtaining the confent of Mr 
Briftow td this meafure, all the views of the General 
and Golam were defeated, \)y the appointment of 
Mr Middleton as'refident ^n the room of Mr ^riftow. 
Though this was an intimate acquaintance of the 
General, from whofe friendfliip he expefted muc6, 
he totally difapproved of the meafure. On the fai- 
lure of this fcheme, and the appointment of General 
Goddart to join the army in the Deccan, all con- 
nexion between him and our author was broken off. 

Nn At 
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At a more early period of his life, he had been cm* 
ployed in the courts qf Aliverdi ILhan, and that of 
his nephews, in confequential fituations ; and after 
having received various difappointments and reverfes 
of fortune, he fettled at laft at Patna, where, on a 
fum of money left by hi^ friends, he was eniabled tq 
fupport his family comfortably. It was there alfo, 
that during a period of quiet ai^d retirement, he tells^ 
us he compofed the Seir Mutakhareen. la the fame 
city, in the earlier part of his life, he witneffed the 
maffacre of the fenglifli, a cruelty which be repro* 
bated, but which he could not prevent. He con» 
ferred, however, fome obligations on Mr Fullarton, 
the only perfon who efcaped from that bloody ca* 
taflrophe. 

The military and civil tranfa^lions of his time, 
which occupy the moft confiderable part of thefe vo- 
lumes, have not precluded the author inferting large 
biographical anecdotes, which impart greater variety 
jund intereft to his work- He has fpoken frequently 
of the charafter of authors, and difcuffed the merits 
of their writings ; in this, however, his candour and 
benevolence of mind, appear to far greater advantage 
than his literary attainments. From the praifes 
which he beftows on the contemptible reveries of 
fanatics, we can draw no favourable opinion of Mo- 
^ul literature at this period ; nor does it appear, that 
in any aera of the Empire^ they ever rofe above the 
bumb|eft mediocrity* 
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When travelling in purfuit of bufiiiefs, he fre- 
ijuently ftepped afide to vifit virhat he terms the a- 
bodes of Ibiriied men ; and as often as he fpeaks of 
thar^Ser, it is generally from perfonal obfcrvation 
and acquaintance. In his journey from Chunar to 
Lucknow, mentioned above, he went by way of 
Juanpore, and flopped there for fome daydj becaufe, 
to iife his own Words, *^ he linderftood it was be-* 
come the' refidence of the illuftrious and venerable 
Seid Miihmed A&hefly,'' df whdm he had heard fo 
inuch. ^' 1 fent to defire leave to pay him a refpedful 
vifit; Being admitted to his prefence, 1 fpent two 
Hours with him. His converfation delighted me^ 
even beyond \frhat 1 expeiSed : it was replete with 
the many excellencies for which he was celebrated ; 
and I tbok riiy leave of him fully fatisfied, that fame 
in her encomiums had fallen fhort of what I had feen 
and heslrds To this day I remember his venerable 
afpefit, and ehchatldng Converfation i aiid they have 
made fiich an impreflidh on my mind, that I muft 
fufpend the narrative of my own adtions, to give the 
reader a glimpfe of the tsllents and virtues which 
adorned that diftingidChed man. 

<^ He ikzt of a family of Seids^ that ranked for 
many aged amongft the moft refpedable of that fe£t^ 
in the city of Juanporc.'* 

This Seid df virtuous difpo£tioh, and fiiie genius,^ 
wrote a book of practical morality, all the rules of 
which he extracted from his own practice i fo that 

this 
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this book was a commentary on his life. Very (fif- 
ferent this from the generality of nioralifts, whofe 
jMinciples and pradice are completely at variance ; 
who preach up the utility of-moral conduft^ yet lead 
a life of fin. 

" His fpeech was fuch, that it fecmed t6 flow from 
- the fountain of wifdom ; ^nd his advices and courts 
fels were fo many remedies againft ficknefs and for- 
row of heart. 

** He poflfefled a very eitenfive knowledge, graced 
with fo much modefty, that he inftniSed all who 
converfed with him, without making them feel their 
own inferiority. He lived upon a fmall income^ 
without a wiih to increafe it. 

" It is true, he was not regulatly mitiafed in thC 
fciences; but the richnefs of his mind, and the 
ftrength of his judgement, amply fupplied that want. 
By the force of his own genius, he had becotoe a r^ 
pofitory of all the arts and fciences, praftical as ^ell 
as abftraft. No wonder then, that his hoitfe was re- 
forted to by all the learned perfons of that city and 
neighbourhood, and by numbers who travelled thi- 
ther from diftant couiitries, being learned themfdves, 
or poffefling a love of knowledge. 

" The natural turn of his mind was to candour 
and modefty ; fo that he was as forward to acknow- 
ledge the merit of others, as he was ftudious to con- 
ceal 
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cwil his Own. He gkve his time to readipg leSures; 
which is the ndbleft of all occupatiohs •, the noblell 
and inoft pleafmg thing of all being to,b»^ing to light 
the treafures of hidden knowledge. Whenever any 
one in his prefence introduced a difcourfe in difpraife 
of a man's charaftet, either direftly or indirectly, he 
had too much politenefs to ftop and reprimand him ; 
but he would with great addrefs;* and peculiar felici- ' 
ty^ turn the difcourfe to another fubjeft> without 
giving the fgjeaker the fnialleft offence. This vene- 
rable man died at the age of feventy.*' 

1.5' ^ ' 

In this ftrain does this amiable writer criticife his 
contemporary authors ; men far inferior to himfelf^ 
either in judgement, knowledge ot the world, or 
even literature. Perhaps, it may be owing to this 
candour, and mildnefs of difpdfition, that he has 
treated fome parts of the mifconduft of the Enghih, 
as magiftrates, with fo lenient a hand, fie deems 
their conduct meritorious upon the whole, and their 
government advantageous ; though the Mahomme- 
dans of rank, whom it has difplaced from all the 
more lucrative official fituations, are perhaps the on- 
ly clafs of men whofe circumftances it has injured. 

One difadvantage arifing from our fituatioh in 
India, he has feen, and laments, which arifes from 
the temporary refidence of individuals in the coun- 
try ; and the proportionably fmall intereft they can 
feel in its welfare. Men, he obferves, who leave 
Aeir native country with the fole view of acquiring 

an 
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an independency, and then to return to it, tan have 
little itiducement to confer upon their tanporary re^ 
fidence any perminent improvements. The meri- 
torious bufmefs of planting topes, digging wells^ 
making roads, and various employments fuitable for 
the wealthy part of. a community, individuals will 
feldom undertake in. a tountry which they hope foori 
to leave. As the Europeans, according to our fyft 
tern, have not been allowed to colonize in India, 
there can be no doubt of the juftice of ^ Golaiii Hof- 
fein's remarks on this particular; 

Of injuftice and corruption, as judges, ne entirely 
acquits our countrymen ; and of cruelty and oppref- 
fion, as rulers, he brings not the flighteft imputa- 
tion : from his intimate acquaintance with this ftib- 
je£l, and his bias^ if he felt any, being vrholly againft 
us, we may applaud our countrymen for having ob- 
tained this honourable teilimony of their cbara^len 
From want of knowledge in the language, wUch 
frequently has happened to die junior fervants, he 
does accufe them of fometimes fufiering themielreS 
to be impofed on by thdr bannians and fircars i nor 
does he conceal that injuftice is fometiaies committed 
through their interference. Perfian writings, and 
books^ are not coumiitted to the prefs and diflemi- 
nated by publication as in Europe. This author^i 
manufcripts, for many years, were handed about 
privately among the natives : he could therefore 
have no fear of giving offence to the Engliih by 
what he brought forward. This is indeed apparent 

from 



4. 
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from ipany ftriftures l^e has written fibundantly fe- 
yere ; nor does^here feem any intention to pleafe by 
flattery ii^ ^ work that was never fubmitted to thQ 
jjerufaU^ the Englifh : the praifes of General God- 
dart, and of many other individuals to be found in 
thefe volijmefi, are no exception to this remark, fince 
jhey are evidently the effpfions of fincerity ^nd gra- 
titude ; and fpme of them, as that of Mr Fullartonjj 
were written long after the parties concerned had 
left the country. Without haying any knowledge of 
civil liberty in the abftraft, this author poffeffed th^ 
fuUeft enjoyment of it ; and from this circumftance 
his teftimony has (>^cpme of fo great importance. 



pf 



OF THE AYEEN ACBERY^ 



X Statistical Account ofHindostan during the Reign ofJcbtr. 



Campore^ ^an. ijgg* 



This voluminous work is the produ6Ho|i of the cele- 
brated Vizier of Acber, Abulfazel, a miniftcr equal- 
ly renowned for his talents and integrity : he ferved 
his mailer with fidelity till the forty-feventh year of 
his reign ; at which period he was murdered by 
fome banditti on his return from the Deccan/ There 
are few countries, even the mod civilized, who are 
in poffeffion of fo great a (hare of authentic informa- 
tion regarding their own internal policy, as this book 
contains. Of its eftimation among the natives we 
have ample proof in the writings of Mahomed She- 
reeff Motamed Khan, who publifhed about fifteen 
years after the death of Acber, the following cba- 

rafter of Ab\x]hztVs hiftory, 

a To 
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, *' To the learned it is well known that Alamy 
Sheikh Abulfazel, by the command of the Emperor 
Jillaleddeen Mahommed Acber, wrote the hiftory of 
that Monarch, from the commencement of his reign, 
till the time of his own death, and which he entitled 
Acbernameh. It is compofed of three volumes : the 
firft confifts of a fummary account of the Emperor's 
anceftors ; the fecond volume contains the occur- 
rences of Acber's reign, from his accefSon to the 
throne, down to the 47th year, that in which the 
author died ; the third contains the Emperor's in- 
ftitutes, which is entitled the Aycen Acbery.*' This 
laft volume has lately been tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Perfian by Mr Gladwin, and is divided into 
three parts, containing the Emperor's regulations for 
every department of government ; a hiftorical and 
geographical defcripiion of the twelve viceroyalties 
of Hindoftan ; and the work clofes with a full ac- 
count of the religion of the Hindoos, their writings, 
and the feds into which they are divided. 

As a fpecimen of the manner in which the hifto- 
rical part of this volume is executed by the author, 
his account of the Soubah of Agra is felefted : it 
contained the capital of the empire, and the place of 
the author's nativity. 

" It is fituated in the fecond climate : in length 
from Gatimpoor, which bounds it on the fide of Al- 
lahabad, to Pulwul, which bounds it on the fide of 
Delhi: it meafures 175 cofs (350 miles), audits 

O o breadth 
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breadth is from Kinouge to Chundery, in Malwahv 
It is bounded on the eaft by Gatimpoor; on the 
weft by Pulwul ; on the north by the river Ganges ; 
and on the fouth by Chundery. 

** In this Soubah are many rirers ; the chief of 
which are the Jowh, (Jumna,) and the Chumbul 
A great many fituations in the fouthem mountains, 
parts of this Soubah, are remarkably pleafant and 
heakhy. Agricuhure is here in perfection ; there is 
abundance of flowers, and fweet-fcented oils; and 
very excellent betle leaf. They have melons and 
grapes, as fine as are produced in Iran and TuraOi 

** Agra is a large city, the air of which is cfteera- 
cd very healthy. The river Jdwn runs through it 
for five cofs ; and on both fides are delightful 
houfes, inhabited by people of all nations, and where 
are difplayed the produftions of every climate. His 
Majefty has erefted a fort of red ftone ; the like of 
which no traveller has ever beheld *. It contains a* 
lone five hundred ftone buildings of furprifing con- 
ftruftion, in the Bengal, Gujerat, and other ftiles ; 
and the artificers have decorated them with beautiful 
paintings. At the eaftem gate, are carved in ftone, 
two elephants, vrith their riders, of excellent work- 
manihip. 

«In 

* Still in repair, and at prefent garrifoned by Dowlct Row 
Scindia's troops, under M. Perron, 
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^* In former times, Agra was a village dependent 
on Byaneh, where Sultan Jccunder Lowdy kept his 
c:ourt. Here his Majefty has founded a moft mag- 
nificent city. On the oppofite fide of the river is 
the Charbagh, (four gardens,) a monument of the 
magnificence of the inhabitant of paradife *. The 
author of this book was born on that fide of the ri- 
ver ; and there are the tombs of his anceftors, toge- 
ther with that of his elder brother Sheikh Fizu, and 
ipany other eminent perfons are alfo interred therje* 

" Near the city of Agra, upon the banks of the 
river Jown, in a village called Rungleh, is a famous 
place of Hindoo worfliip. 

« FoTTEH-pooR was formerly dependent on Bya- 
neh, and then called Suckery. Upon Agra being 
made the feat of government, it alfo became a city : 
it is fituated at the diftance of twelve cofs from the 
city of Agra. It has a ftone fort, containing magni- 
ficent buildings, and over one of the gates ara^two 
aftonifliing elephants carved in ftone. The royal 
palace, and the houfes of the nobility, are built upon 
the mountain, but the plains are alfo decorated with 
many buildings and gardens. His Majefty has cauf- 
ed to be erefted on the top of the mountain, a 
mofque, a college, and a monaftery, for SoflFees, 
which are the admiration of travellers. Adjoin- 
ing 

* HuinayuD} the king^ father^ 
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ing to the city is a lake, extending twelve cofs, 
and upon the edge of it his Majefty has built an 
amphitheatre with high minarets. The amphi- 
theatre is ufed for the game of Chowgong; and 
,here are alfo exhibited the elephant fights. It this 
neighbourhood is a quarry of red ftone, out of which 
they cut flabs and pillars of any dimenfions. 

" In' Agra they manufafture blankets, and fine 
ftuffs J and here are affembled artificers of every de- 
nomination. 

** Byaneh in former times was a capital city. 
It has a large fort containing tnany fubterraneous ca- 
verns, where there are now found warlike inftru- 
ments, and kitchen utenfils ; and here is a very high 
tower. The mangos of this place are excellent; 
and fome of them weigh above two pounds. This 
town is famous for very while fugar : here is a well, 
with the water of which they knead the fugar into a 
pafte like flour, and form it into cakes, which they 
call Gundoreh, and it is carried to great diftances 
as a rarity ; for it cannot be made with any other 
water. The indigo of this place is very fine, felling 
from ten to fixteen rupees per maund. Excellent 
henna, of a high colour, is alfo to be procured here. 
This town is the burial place of many illuftrious 
men. Toodeh Bheem is a place at the diftance of 
three cofe, where is a cave full of water, whofe depth 
is unfathomable. Mines of copper, and torquoifes 
Jiave been found here ; but they will not defi*ay the 

cxpencc 
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expence of being worked. Mehterah is a city upon 
the banks of the river Jown, where are many'ido^ 
latrous temples, to which the Hindoos refort. 

*' Calpee is alfo a city on the banks of the Jown, 
and where are the tombs of many great perfonages. 
Very good fugar is to be procured here. At the 
time that the Sherkian dynafty firft eftablifhed them- 
felves, the princes of Calpee were tributary to Del- 
hi- When Kudder Khan, who governed here, re- 
belled. Sultan Howfhing came from Malwah, re- 
ceived his fubmiffion, and then reinftated him in his 
government. Sultan Mahmood, of the Sherkian 
dynafty, took it from Nuffer Klhan, the fon of Kud- 
der Khan. 

• ** KiNouGE was in ancient times the capital city 
ofHindoftan*. 

" Gualior is a famous fort, in which there are 
many ftately buildings ; and there is a ftone elephant 
over the gate. The air and water of this place are 
both efteemed good. It has always been celebrated 
for fine fingers and beautiful women. 

^* Allore has confiderable manufaftures of 
woollen carpets, and glafs. At Beeral are feveral 

copper 

• The ruins arc fiiU extant 5 they extend over a fpacc of' 
iifteen miles. 
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copper mines fo profitable, that out of a maunde o$ 
ore, they extraft thirty-five feers of metal. Hercha$ 
alfo been difcovered a filver mine, but it is not wortf^ 
working. 

*^ Near the mountains of Namole^ is a well 
which the Hindoos worihip : and when the Titte Ai 
mavus * happens upon a Friday, the water flows 
over at fun rife. 

*' Therb are alfo copper mines at Singonoh Da* 
dypoor, and at Kotepotely : and at the town of Kan« 
wery are many cold and hot fprings* 

^^ This Soubah contains thirteen fircars, fubdivid- 
ed into two hundred and three pergunnahs. The 
meafured lands are two crore feventy-eight lacks of 
biggahs, and eighteen bifwahs. The amount of re- 
venue is fixty-four crore, fixty-two lacka, iifty thou- 
fand, three hundred and four damsj or in Sicca ru* 
pees, 16,156,257; of which there are of Seyurgal, 
one crore, tWenty-one lacks, five thoufand, fevea 
hundred and three dams; Sicca rupees 255,392, 
This Subah fumiflies 50,600 cavalry j 577,570 in- 
fantry, and 221 elephants," 

It 



♦ The laft divifion of the month correfponding to the thir- 
teenth day ^ this fpace correfponds with t¥relve degrees of the 
znoon*8 progrcfs. 
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It inay be obferved of this account, that fome ar-^ 
tkles exceed, while others fall fliort of the contri- 
butions levied on the reft of the empire. Six hun- 
dred thoufand troops, allowing an equal number for 
the other eleven Soubahs, would bring the imperial 
army to feven millions two hundred thoufand men ; 
while we find by the fame author that its a£tual 
amount did not reach five millions. 

If the military contribution levied on the Soubah 
of Agra, exceeds that of the other portions of the 
empire, the money affeffment falls mtch below it, 
though we fhould have expeded a diflFererit refult, 
fince wealth naturally flows to the feat of government. 
The fum afforded by this province is only two mil- 
lions of our money, which gives for the twelve Sou- 
bahs, an affeffment of twenty-four millions. We 
find, however, that the ufual revenue, during the 
reign of Acber, amounted to thirty-fix millions fter- 
ling ; a fum moderate, when compared to the extent 
and population of the Mogul empire. 

The revenue here given in the grofs, is detailed 
in an after part of the work, entitled Tuckfeem 
Jumma, (affeffment of land, j where the total fum is 
diftributed among each feparate mahl, and diftrid of 
the country. 

As nearly a third part of the Mogul Empire is at 
prefent under the protedion of the Britifh govern- 
ment, it cannot fail to ftrike the Englilh reader that 
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a vaft faving of hands is aflForded|to agriculture and 
manufaftures by the introduftion of European di- 
fcipline among the native troops, and the confe- 
quent redudion of their number. On the fanne 
fcale with the Mogul eftablifliment, our army in In- 
dia fhould amount to two millions j but a more cor- 
rcSt difcipline has enabled us to execute the fame 
fervice, and in a much more eflfeftual manner, by a 
twentieth part of the number of men. This, how- 
ever, is by no means the only immediate advantage 
refulting from European conquefts in India. War is 
a much more rare occurrence now than formerly : 
when it does happen, it is carried on to a conclufion 
in lefs time, and with more humanity ; while the 
grand purpofe of an army, the protedion of life and 
property, is fecured in a degree fuperior beyond all 
comparifon. When the Englifh army-firft entered 
the province of Behar, agaidil the prefent Emperor, 
we have the teftimony of a native author of high 
confideration, " that they hardly injured a blade of 
grafs * ;'* and if, in fubfequent times, they have 
been guilty of irregularities, thefe will bear no com* 
parifon with the evils invariably attendant on the 
prefence of a native army. 



OF 



Golain Hoffem Khan, in bis Seir Mutakhareen. 



IP TRADES AND PROFESSIONS AS PRACTISED AMONGT 
THE NATltES OF INDIA. 



Caunpote^ Jan. 1798. 



Three caufes have been affigned for the finall pro* 
grefs made by the Oriental nations in the arts ; the 
tyranny of their defpotic governments ; the ener- 
vating heat of the climate ; and their attachment to 
ancient ufages* By a reflefting mind, however, thefe 
will be found eafily reducible to the fecond ; for if 
the energies of body and mind are injured by the ef- 
feds of climate, defpotifm, the moft fimple of all 
forms of government, will of confequence arife j and 
cuftom will become naturally a guide when the 
powers of intelled are weak. 

The prefent ftate of almoft all the arts, compared 

with the ancient monuments of them which ftill re-* 

main, demonftrates that they have long continued 

flationary, and offers a ftrong prefumption that they 

P p never 
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never will be carried to a very high degree of per- 
feftion. Unfortunately the art of government has 
always \>ten the leaft perfeft of any ; as adminifter- 
ed by the Indifin princes, it has never aflfofddi a 
fteady encouragement to the fciences, nor any ade- 
quate rewards to their profeffors. Educated in the 
floth and ignorance of a feraglio, the fovereigns of 
India could not appreciate in their fubjefts qualities 
of which they were deftitute themfelves : they were 
accuftomed to pay their artifts by the day, like the 
meancft mechanic j and their fcholars, if they had 
any, were fuffered to live and die in the fame mife- 
rable obfcurity, as if they had handled the fpade or 
the plough. If ever their pleafures affumed a more 
manly complexion, ftill it was only one trade that 
they encouraged : war was their profeffion, and pro- 
perly their plunder. 

What is faid, by a good obferver, of the ftate of 
painting among the Hindoos, is applicable in a great 
meafure to the other arts ; they are conduced by no 
fcientific principles ; and the effect produced, is the 
refult of patient exaftnefs, or a happy knacky rather 
than of a well conceived defign. ** La peinture chez 
les Indiens eft, et fera toujours dans Tenfance : ils 
trouvent admirable un tableau charge de rduge et de 
bleu, et dont les perfonnages font vetus d*or. lis 
n'entendent point le clair obfcur, n'arrondiffent ja- 
mais les objets, et ne favent pas les mettre en per- 

fpeftive J 
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Ifiefliye ; ci^ im mot Iwrs iBdlkureJ peintures n^ 
totit que de msmvaifes enltimlmires */' 

PERHAPS timt painted cloths ^e more indebted 
t6 the brilliancy of the coloitirs^and the^goodnefs of 
the water, thajx any ftiU of the artiftj for that admi- 
ration with ^i^eh they hjave been viewed. It muft 
be acknowledged, that fome of our Eisiropean natu- 
ralifts have found excellent draftsmen among the na- 
tives, who have executed drawings of many fpeci- 
raens of natural hiftory, with much ne^ti^efs and ac- 
curacy. The laborious exadnefs witli ^hich they 
imitate every feather of a bird, or the fmalleft fibre 
on the leaf of a plant, renders then^ valuable affiftants 
in flus department j but farther than this^they can- 
not advance one ftep : if your bird is to be placed on 
a rock, or upon the branch of a tree, the draftfman 
is at a ftalid ;. the objeft is not before him ; and his 
imagination can fupply nothing. Sculpture among 
the Hindoos, labours under the feme imperfeftlon, 
with painting : the numberlefs ftatues which we fee 
in their temples, are poorly defigned, and worfe exe- 
cuted ; nor do thefe religious edrfice§ imprefs the 
roiiid with a ni»e favourable idea of the architec- 
ture, than the feulpture of |b^. The columns and 
pillar? which adorn their immenfe pagodas, are de- 
ftitute ;of any fixed proportions, and the edifices 
themfelves are fubjefted to no rules of architedure. 

. The 

* Voyages dc Somierat aux Indes> Toa». ift, p. 99. ^ 
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The celebrated maufoleum at Agra, commonly cal» 
led the Tage Mahl, which has fo often been de« 
fcribed by travellers, has little to boaft of, either in 
fimplicity or elegance of defign. The immenfity of 
its fize, its coftly ornaments, and the minute exad- 
nefs of its decorations, in particular parts, are w(»rdiy 
pf notice ; but they aflford much ftronger proofe of 
the wealth and magnificence of Shah Jehan, than 
the corrednefs of his tafte. la China, Egypt, and 
India, where a numerous population, plenty of pro- 
yifions, and defpotic power, ip the hands of a fingle 
perfon, have enabled the monarchs to execute works, 
in extent, far more vaft than thofe in Europe, that 
circumftance, however, cannot eftablifh their claim 
to equal fu-oficiency in the arts, nor to the fame (kill 
in the principles of fcience. 

If we are to judge merely from the number of in- 
ftruments, and the frequency with which they ap- 
ply them, the Hindoos might be regarded as confi- 
Jderable proficients in muffc, yet has the teftimony 
of all ftrangers deemed it equally imperfeft as the 
other arts. Their warlike inftruments are rude, 
noify, and inartificial : and in the temples, thofe 
employed for the purpofes of religion, are managed 
apparently on the fame principle ; for, in their ide2^, 
the moft pleafant and harmonious, is that which 
makes the loudeft noife. In thi§ country, mufic, or 
rather noife, is a neceffary adjunft of wealth and 
dignity : the beating of the Nagari (great drum) is 
the emblem of foverci^ power ; and the various de- 
legations 
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legations of it are typified by fome particular inftru- 
ments. Thcdiflferent claffes of jugglers, and parti- 
cularly thofe who charm ferpents, make ufe of an 
inftrument which they call magondi ; by the found 
of which they not only make them dance, but charm 
them out of the houfes, put them into baikets, and 
carry them about as an exhibition to amufe the 
people. It is generally the fame clafs of ftroUers 
who perform fieats of dexterity and legerdemain, in 
order to collefl: money from the crowds who follow 
them ; and it muft be allowed, that in thefe feats 
the Hindoos excel all mankind. 

The Hindoo tradefmen of all defcriptions, ai;^ 
charaderifed by the fimplicity of their tools, the 
fmalhiefs oi their number, and by the want of all 
complex machinery. In the minufadure of fine 
muflin, in which they excel all the world, the 
wheel, the reel, and tjie loom, are of a fimple and 
artlefs ftrufture, yet the work produced cannot be 
equalled by European machinery, aided by every ef- 
fort of ingenuity and Ikill. This, however, is per- 
haps the only manufacture in which the fuperior art 
and capital of Europeans has not yet enabled them to 
furpafs their teachers ; for in the common price 
goods, all the variety and elegance of pattern is of 
Britidi origin. 

The articles furniflied by the black fmith, filver 
and gold fmiths, cannot be coEdpared either in 
ftrength or elegance with the produftions of Eu- 

, rope. 
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rope, though they furprife by the inefficiency of the 
tools by which they ate fabricated. The brazier and 
blackfmith generally carry about with them their 
fcanty ftock of implements, confiding of little more 
than a hammer, a file, and pair of tongs, with a bel- 
lows : the forge is foon conftrudcd, the anvil bdng 
frequently a (tone ; and when the work is finifhedy 
they pack up their utenfils, and fet out in queft of a 
new employer. The carpenter has feldom any in- 
ftroment beyond the faw, the hammer, the chifel, 
and an ill contrived adze : the ground is his bench, 
and his foot holds the wood ; but the work which 
occupies him a month would be completed by our 
workmen in three or four days. 

In all the more laborious profeffions, the want of 
proper implements and machinery is ftill more fen- 
fiblyfelt: the thrafliing and grinding of com are 
tedious and fevere proceflTes in rural labour, which 
the Hindoo ingenuity has made no eflFeftual efiFort to 
fhorten or facilitate. A water mill, or fteam-engine, 
guided by a fingle perfon, performs in one day, more 
than the labour of an hundred women, at the hand 
mill : and it is probable that the invention of ma^ 
chinery has abridged the tedious labour of fpinning 
cotton to lefs than a fiftieth part. 

In naval architedure, as a fcience, the Orientals 
wereT totally deficient on the firfl arrival of Euro- 
peans ; in its pfaClice as an art, they were flow and 
awkward. This employment requiring the united 

appli- 
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application of (kill and max:binery, and hard labour, 
the work of a fingle carpenter is equal to that of ten 
natives j his wages, however, are in the (ame pro- 
portion, and fhip building is nearly of equal expence 
whether executed by European or native labour* 
The bufinefs of fliip-building affords a happy illuftnit 
tion of the mutual benefit derived from their inter* 
courfe by thefe two races of men. European capi- 
tal and fkill, has enabled the Hindoos to build many 
of the befl: fliips that navigate the fea, who formerly 
could execute nothing fuperior to the wretched craft 
that had for twenty centuries plied upon the Ganges. 
The warm climate of India would have rendered the 
knowledge of Europeans ufelefs and inefficient, un« 
lefs they had been fuppUed with operative hands ha- 
bituated to thefe tropical regions. 

The different occupations of tanners, leather fel- 
lers, and fhoemakers, equally demonftrate the imper- 
fedion of the Indian artifts, and the benefit they 
have received from their intercourfe with Europe. 
Formerly ihefe tradefmen were treated as the vileft 
and mod worthlefs of human beings : they had no 
implements, but their laft and their knife ; no pro- 
vifion of leather, or ftock of goods : whoever need- 
ed a pair of fhoes, had to pay the price in advance to 
the tradefman, who bought the animal whofe hide 
was to furnifli the material. So ill conduced was 
the whole procefs, that in a few days he prepared the 
leather, and delivered the fhoes. Their working in 
leather, and eating of flefli, has, in the eyes of the 

Hm- 
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Hindoos^ caft a degree of infamy upon thdr cafB 
which no effort of Europeans can remove : they are 
ftill ranked among the moft degraded of men ; and 
dwell in huts feparate from the towns and villages ; 
but new proceffes in tanning have been introduced, 
and (hoes arc manufeftured by them nearly equal to 
thofe imported from Europe, and at one third of the 
price. The countenance of Europeans being with- 
held by no prejudice againft their profeflion, it is pof- 
fible that their humiliating conditioti has been ia 
fome degree fo£tened of its rigour. 

The watering of land in a hot climate, is an ope- 
ration equally neceffary, as it is laborious and fa- 
tiguing: in no part of India is this work much 
abridged by machinery ; in many parts it is drawn 
from wells by the ftrength of cattle ; in others it is 
lifted from refervoirs by human labour, by 'the mpjft 
inartificial method. A common baiket, made water- 
tight with a fort of pitch, is attached to a rope, and 
fwung by two men, one on each fide, holding the 
rope ; in one part of the circumference it defcribes, 
it is filled with water, which is emptied as it afcends 
to a higher elevation. This is far more laborious, 
;md lefs effectual than the water wheels of the Chi- 
nefej which, awkwardly as they are conflruaed, 
raife many tuns of water in the fpace of a few hours. 



THE 



rm STATE OF MARRIED WOMEN AMONG TfJE 
MAHOMMEDANS. 



CaunporCy Jan. 1798* 



Of this important part of domeftic economy among 
Afiatics, Europeans are, notwithftanding all that has 
been written upon the fubjed, worfe inforjued than of 
any other. The very name of the apartments deftin- 
ed for the relidence of married women, Haram, (for- 
bidden), implies the exelufion of all ftrangers, par- 
ticularly males, from thefe abodes. Our medical 
gentlemen, (and even with them the occurrence is 
very rare), are the only perfons eyer fuffered to ap- 
proach the dwelling ot a married woman of rank : 
when in cafe of any dangerous illnefe a phyficjan is 
applied to, he is^nly perjtnitxed to^proach Jthe door 
of the apartment, which is covered with a fcreen, 
and there he muft prefcribe without feeing, her, ac^. 
x:ordiBg to the replies he receives to his enquiries re^ 
Jating to her complaint. Hence the various r^la*- 
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tions, regarding the privileges, cuftoms, and em* 
ployment t)f Afiatic females, are generally the off- 
fpring of the narraior'a vanity, and may be regarded 
as deftitute of truth and accuracy, fince the writers 
enjoyed no opportunity of better information. Of 
the general fa£t, only, the feclufion of all females of 
rank, an European can decide ; and when he urges 
the advantages of a freer intercourfe on the female 
charader, he can fpeak on no fubjedl on which he is 
lefs likdy to perfuade. To •a Muflblman, our no- 
tions regarding the treatment of females, always ap- 
pear abfurd, and ridiculous ; and he feldom feems 
more fatisfied with his wifdom, than when he expa- 
tiates on the bad confequences which are fomctimes 
the refult of them. 

It was in a converfation on this fubjeft, with a 
learned Muffulman, who lately vifited England, that 
we are indebted for ** A Vindication of the Libei*- 
ties of Afiatic Women," written in Perfian by Abu 
Taleb Khan, a native of Lucknow, in the province 
of Owde. This paper, the produftion of a learned 
Afiatic, upon this intercfting fubjeft, has been tran- 
flated, and preferved in the Afiatic Annual Regifter, 
as a more authentic document^ than perhaps the 
public are yet in poflefEon of, relating to the niarri^d 
(late of the Orientalifts. 

** One day, fays Abul Taleb, in a certain com- 
pany, the converfation turned upon liberty^ in re- 
fpedb of which the Englifh confider their own cuf- 
toms 
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tarns as the mod perfed in the world. An Englifli 
lady, addreffing herfelf to me, obferved, that the wo- 
men of Afia had no liberty at all, but live like 
ilaves, without honour, aivd without authority, iii 
the houfes of their hufbands ; and Ihe cenfured the 
jgn^n for their uukindaefs, and the women alfo, for 
fobmitting to be fo undervalued. However much 
I attempted, by various ways, to undeceive her, by 
obferving-, that the truth is exaftly the reverfe, (for 
it is the European womea wjtio do not poffefs fo 
much power), yet it did not bring conviftion to her 
mind. She, however, began to waver in her own 
opinion^ and falling into doubt, requefted of me to 
Vrite fomething oii the fubjeft, the purport of which 
fhe might comprehend at one view, and be enabled 
to diftinguifli the truth from falfehood. 

^* Since the fame wrong opinion is deeply rooted 
in the minds of all other Europeans, and has been 
frequently held forth, I confidered it neceflary to 
write a few lin^s concerning the privileges of the fe- 
male fex, a3 eftabliflied both by law and cuftom, in 
Afia, an4 ii^ Europe, omitting whatever was com- 
mon to both, and noticing what is peculiar to each, 
in the manner of corapaxifon, that the diftinftion 
may be the more eafily made, and the real ftate of 
the cafe become evident to thofe capable of difcern- 

" It muft firll be laid down as a general maxim, 

that in fecial order, refpeft to the rules of politenefs, 

V and 
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and forbearance from injury, is a neceflary condi-* 
tion ; for, otherwife, the liberty of one would be d&. 
ftruftive of the liberty of another : thus, if a perfon 
be at liberty to db in his own houfe what may en- 
danger the fafety of his neighbour's, this muft be ia 
direft oppofition to the liberty of that neighbour ; 
or, if in order to free himfelf from the inconvenience 
of the hot weather, he fhould vifit his friend in Ws 
dreffing gown, or night fliirt, aldiough it would be 
eafe and liberty to him, yet it would be fowing the 
feeds of ill-breeding ; therefore the obfervance of 
thefe rules is effential. 

*' Those things which make the liberty of the 
Afiatic women appear lefs than that of the Euro- 
peans, are in my opinioti fix : Firjiy The little inter-' 
courfe with men, and concealment from view, agree- 
able to law, and their own habits ; and this is the 
chief of the whole ; for it hits been the caufe of thofe 
falfe notions entertained by European women, that 
the inclination of the Afiatic females leads them to 
walk out in the ftreets, and market places, and that 
their hufbands keep them (hut up, and fet guards 
upon their door. It may be here obferved, that the 
advantages of this little intercourfe, which prevents 
all the evils from the admittance of ftrangers, and 
affords fo much time for employment and ufefiil 
work, are fo very manifeft, that they need not be 
enlarged upon : the praftice in London of keeping 
the doofs of the houfes fhut, and the contemptible 
condition of jhe Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope, 

ar^ 
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are fufficient proofed If,i notxrafliftaading this, the^ 
cuftom of the intercourfe of the fcxes i& allowed in 
England, it is owing both to the fotce of cuftom, 
and good morals atnbng the EhgKIh, and to the ap* 
prehenfion of gitater inconveniences in the dontrary 
praftice. The chief of thefe inconveniences iare^ * 
four ; firft the high price of all things, and the fmall 
number of fervants, and rooms ; for were there a fe^ . 
parate houfoand table, and equipage for the wife, the 
expence would be to6 great to be borne ; and there-* 
fore of neceffity both hufband and' wife eat their 
food, with their guefts in one place, fleep together in 
the fame chamber ; and cannot avoid being always 
in each other^s comj)any : whereas in Afia, where 
by the cheapnefs of work, the women have feparate 
apartments for themfelves, they have not to make 
their time and convenience fuit that of their huf- 
bands. When their particular friends are with themy 
they do not defire their huft)and*s company for fe^ 
veral days, but fend his victuals to him in the mur- 
dannah, (men's apartment) ; and, in like manner, 
when the hufband wifties to be undifturbed,^ he eats 
and fleeps in the murdannah* 

^^ hficond reafon for this intercourfe in England 
18, the coldnefs of the cKmate, which requires exercife 
^ and walking, and the hufband to fleep in the fame 
bed with his wife : but concealment from view is in- 
compatible with walking ; and as for the fecond cafe, 
the want of room is the caufe : for it is natural for 
mankind, when under diftrefs and afflidion of mind, 

to 
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to mSi frequently for retirement and prmqf» by 
Sleeping abnc. 

♦* A third c^uk is, the people here being all <^o&e 
race ; for in this kingdom, placed ^n a comer of the 

« globe, where there is no coming nor going of fo* 
reigners, the intercourfe of the fexes is not att^ided 

, with the lame confisqviences pf a corruption of manr 
ners, as in Alia, where people of various nations 
dwell in the fame city ; and to allow the wom^ 
fuch a liberty there, where there is fuch danger of 
corruption, woulc) be an encroachment upon the li- 
berty of the men, which (as iheiWn in the beginning) 
is conjtrary to juftjice. That a amnnptipn of manner^ 
muft eipfve, where various j^ds pf pec^le mix to- 
gether, is too evident to need demonftratipn. be- 
fore the Muflulmans entered Hindpftan, fhe women 
did not conceal themfrfves frpm view; and even 
now, in all the Hindoo villages, it is not cuftomary : 
and it is well known how inviolable the Hindoo^ 
preferve their o^ cul}:oms, and ho^ obftina.tely they 
are attached to theiii : but i^oy fo rigidly do women 
in the great towns obfefve this pra£Uce of conceaji* 
ment from view, that the bride does not even flttw 
herfelf to lier father-in-law, and the fifter comes fcut 
feldom into the prefence of her brpther. 

«« A fourth caufe of the cuftom in Europe is, Ae 
neceffity which the women there have to acquire ac« 
perience in the affairs (^ the world, and to learn ya- , 
rious arts on account of the duty laid upon them of 

taking 
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taking part in their hu{band*s bufinefs. This expe- 
rience could not be obtained by keeping in coit- 
cealment ; whereas the duties of Afiatic women cou- 
fifting only in having the ctkftody of the hulband's pro- 
perty, and bringing up the children, they have na 
occafion for fuch experience, or for laying afide their 
own cuftom of concealment. What has been juft 
faid, was to^ fliew that the Afiatic women have no 
neceffity to expofe their perfons r but it muft alfo be 
obferved that they have many reafons for preferrinfg 
privacy. One is the love of leifufe, and repofe froia 
the faiigue of motion ; a fecond, their defire of pre^ 
ferving their honour by not mixing with the vulgar, 
nor fuffering the infults of the low and rude, who 
are always pafling along the ftreets. This feeling 
they have in common with the wives of European 
noblemen, who, to preferve their dignity, are never 
icen walking on the ftreets ; and alfo with ladies in 
private life, who, when walking out at night, and 
even in the day, are always attended by a male 
friend, or fervant, who protefts them. ^ 

*^ The notion which the European wpmen have, 
tha^t the women of Afia never fee a man's face but 
thdr fauiband's, and are debarred from all amufe- 
ment and fociety, proceeds entirely frbm mifinfor- 
mation: they can keep company with their huf- 
band's and father's male relations, and with old 
neighbours an^ domeftics ; and at meals there are 
always many men and women of this defcription 
prefent: and they can go in palankeens to the 

houfcs 
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Iioufes of their relations, and of ladies of their owh 
rank, even though the huftands arc unacquainted ; 
and alfo to walk in the gardens, after ftrangers are 
excluded; and they can fend for muficians, an^ 
dancers (to entertain them at their own'hbufes ; and 
they have many other modes of amufem^t befides 
ihofe mentioned. 

** The fecond caufe why the liberty of Afiatic 
women appears lefs than that of Europeans is, the 
privilege of the hufband, by law, to marry feveral 
, wives. This, to the European women, feems a 
grievous opprcfSon; and they hold thofe very cheap 
who fubmit to it. But, in truth, the caufe of this 
law and cuftom is the nature of the female fex them- 
felvcs, which feparates them from the hufband, the 
feveral laft months of pregnancy, and time of fuck- 
ling ; and. befides thefe the Afiatic women have 
many other times of being feparate from their huf- 
bands. This privilege not being allowed by the 
Englifli law, is indeed a great bardihip upon the 
Englifh hufbands ; whereas the Afiatic law permit- 
ting polygamy, does the hufband juflice, and wrongs 
not the wife; for the honour of the firfl, and ^«^/ 
wife is not aflfefted by it : thofe women who fubmit 
to marry with a married man, not being admitted 
into the fociety of ladies, as they are nevtt of high 
or wealthy families, no man of honour ever allowing 
his daughter to make fnch a marriage. 

" The 
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^ The mode in which thefe other wives live is 
this ; thofe who are of genteel extraftion, have a fe- 
parate houfe for themfelves, like kept miftreffes in 
England ; and thofe who are not, live in the houfe of 
the equal wife, like ferVants, and the hufband at times 
conveys himfelf to them in a clandeftine manner. 
Befides, thefe wives cannot invade any of the rights 
of ^he equal wife j for although they and their 
children are by law entitled to inheritance, yet fmce 
the equal wife never marries without a very large 
dowry fettled upon her, all that the hufband leaves 
goes* to the payment of this dowry, and nothing re* 
mains for his heirs. The opinion, that the men of 
Afia have three or four wive«, is very ill-founded, 
for in common they have only one; out of a thou- 
fand there will be fifty perfons who have from one 
to two, and ten out of thefe who have not more 
than two. The fear of the bad confequences- of po- 
lygamy makes men fubmit with patience to the times 
of feparationfrom the equal wife, as much the bet- 
ter way ; for, from what I know, it is eafier to live 
with two tygreffes than two wives. 

" The third caufe, is the power of divorce being 
in the hands of the huCband. This is ordained by 
law, but not pradifed ; for if a great oflFence be the 
motive to divorce a wife, and if it be proi^ed againft 
her, flie receives punifliment by the order of the ma- 
giftrate, or from the hufband, with the concurrence 
of all her relations ; and if the oflFence be of a trivial 
■nature, fuch as a difference of temper and infociabi- 

R r lity> 
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lity, the hufband puniflies her by leaving Ae krmt^ 
apartment, and living in his own. But tj>« reafon for 
divorce being at the will of the huib^d, Hes in the 
very juftice of the law^ and the diftindion of the 
male lex over the female, on account of the greater 
fliare they take in the management o^ the world ; for 
all the laborious work falh to their lot, fuch as car- 
rying heavy burdens, going to war, repulCng ene- 
mies, &c. and the women generally fpaid their Uvea 
jn repofe and quiet. Neverthelefs, if a wife eftablifh 
a criminal offence againft her hufband, fuch as an 
unfair diftribution of his time among them, or a di- 
minution of the'neceffari'es of Hfe, fbe can obtain a 
divorce in fpite of him. 

" The fourth is, the little credit the law attacbe^^^ 
to the evidence of women in Afia ; for, in a court of 
juftice, every faft is jwoved by the teftimony of two 
men ; but if women be the witneffes, fow are requi- 
red. This does not arife from the fuMriority of the 
ene over the otheer, but it is founded on the little ex- 
perience and knowledge women poffef^, a^d the fic^ 
klenefs of their difpofition^ 

'^ The fifth i*, the Afijatic women having to l^ve 
off going to balU a^d entertainments, and wearing 
fliewy dreffes and ornaments^ after the death of their 
hufbands. This i$ owing to their great affe&bn for 
their hulbands' ^mory ; and their own modes aa4 
habits } for there is nothing to prev^t a womsm fion 
doing otherwife, or marrying afecoci^ hufband, but 

the 
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idie dread ,of expofing herfelf to th^ ridicule and cen- 
Cure of women of her own rs^. 

** The fixth is, the Afiatic daughters not having 
the liberty pf choofing their husbands. On this head 
nothing need be faid ; for in Europe this liberty h 
merely nominal, fince without the will of the father 
ind mother the daughter's choice is of no avail ; and 
in its effeds, it ferves only to encourage running 
away (as the male and female flaves in Indian do), and 
to breed coidnefs and trouble anv)ng the members of 
a family. But granting that fuch a liberty does exift 
in Engla^d^ the defpair and mtfery it mud always en- 
tail are very evident. The chcnce .of a girl juft come 
from the nurfery, and defirpus by nature to get a 
imfband, in an affair upon which the happinefs of 
, her whojte life depends, can neither deferve that re- 
fpe£t nor con^deration which is due to the choice of 
jfeer parents, who have profited by experience, ^nd 
are not blinded by paffion. 

•f But !jvhat the Afiatic wom^en have more than 
the European, both by law and cuftoan, may be rank- 
led under eight heads : '' Firft, Their power over the 
property and children of the hufband by cuftom ; for 
the men of Afia confider the principal objeft of mar-* 
riage, after the procreation of their own fpecies for 
the worfliip of Cod^ two things, the om to have th^r 
money and effects taken care of, and the other to 
have their children brought up, fo that they them* 
felyes being entirely difengaged of thefe ccmcerns, 

\ may 
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may turn the whole of their endeavours to the attain-^ 
ment of their various purfuits. The chief part, there- 
fore, of whatever weahh they may acquire, they give 
in charge to their wives, and thus the women have it 
in their power to annihilate in one day, the produft 
of a whole life. Although this feldom happens, yet 
it often occurs, that the hufband who has amafled a 
large fortune in youth and power, and has delivered 
it in charge to his wife, 'when he demands it back ia 
old age and neceflity, fhe does not allow him more- 
than daily fupport, and lays the reft up in a place of 
fecurity for the fake of her children. And fo great 
is the power they poffefs, as to the difpofid of their 
children, that frequently they are brought up without 
any education, or die in childhood ; for the women, 
on account of their little fenfe, are never pleafbd to 
part with their children, by fending them to fchool, 
and tq acquire experience by travelling ; and when 
they fall fick, they give them improper medicines, by 
the advice of their own confidents; or, from theb 
foftnefs of heart, indulge them in whatever it is the 
nature of the fick to take a longing for, andthus they 
caufe their death* * 

" ^^ Second, Their power by cuftom, as to the 
marriage of their children, and choice of their religi- 
ous faith ; for if the hufband wifties to give one of 
them in marriage to a perfon the mother difapproves 
of, the match does not take place, but in the other 
way it generally does. All the children, both* male 
and female, from being moftly in thecompany of th« 

mother^ 



mother, ■ and looking upon her as their proteftor 
againft the fether, whom, oft account of his wiflung 
to have them educated, tliey confider ^s their tor- 
mentor, follow the religious tenets of their mother, 
and remain perfeft ftraiigers to thofe of their father, 
it often hapl^ens where the wife is a Schiah, and the 
hufbandaSouRie,the children having be^n Schiasfrom 
their own natural difpofition, and the inftrufti6n of 
the mother, fpeak difrefpedfully of the chiefs of the 
Sounie f<?ft, in theif father^s prdi^nce; and he who 
never all his Hfebore fuch language from any perfon, 
but was ready to put the fpeaker of it to death, has 
no rediefs but patiently to hear it from them, as, on 
account of their want of underftanding, they are ex- 
cufeable : and thus by frequent repetition, his attach- 
ment to his'ftitith is fliaken, and in the courfe of time, 
he either forfakes it entirely, or remains in it -with 
lukewarmnefs. " 

^' THiftD, Their authority over their fervants; for 
the fervants of the Murdannah, the keeping and 
changing of whom is in the hands of the hufband, 
through fear of expofing themfelves to the difpleafure 
x)f the wife, when fhefindsaproper opportunity, by their 
committing fome fault, which fervants are conftantly 
doing, are more obedient to her, than their own ma- 
tters: and the fervants of the Zenana, whom the 
wife has the care of retaining, x)r turning off, ft and 
io 'much in awe of their miftrefs, that many of them 
pafs their whole lives in the Zenana, without ever 
once coming into the prefence of the hulbaiid. Some 

of 



of them ne¥er perform aay fervice forhfai at ijl, aii4 
others who da» enter not into 4Uc$m|rfe vtkh kka i 
^d the women wrc b> obftmatc in this refpe£t^ that 
their hufbands never <wi mm off one ^f the fcrvants^ 
but hi3 very complnint a^ainft them la a recoa^menda^ 
tion ; md his recommendation has die effeft c^ a 
pompbint, by ftibje^g them to thw ipiftfdfe's re- 
fcutmentf 

^* CoNTRARV to tHi« is the iftaimet of the Ewor 
pean ladies, who have not their Pirii wiU with that 
children and fenwiti^; but liv« more Uk^ free and fa* 
n^itiar gpeft^ in th^r hufbaiuls' houfef; and the 
houfehold efta);>liihment and equipnge being common 
to both, if pny part^ a$ the f:^rrtage, fpr e^^ample, is 
previoufly employed by thts one, the other has to 
wait tilt i( is ^kagj^gcd ; of thjis therf is no doubt, 
that if a quarrel ei^fues between sm Engliih huiband 
and wife, the wife has t6 leave the houfe, and feek 
her dinner, either at her fitther*s, or a friend's j 
whereas in A Ha, it is the huiband who has to go out; 
for frequently the ulenfil^ of cookery are not kept in 
the murdannah. 

** Fourth, The freedom, by cuftom of the Afia- 
tic women from affifting in the buiinds of the hvtU ^ 
band, or ferviee of his guefts ; whereas this is ge^ae- 
rally the bufu^fs of European wives, whether thrar 
hufbands be of a genteel bufinefs, fuch as jewellery, 
mercery, or perfumery, or the more fervile ones ; *I 
have feen many rife from their dimet lo aftfwer die 
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4ettmds of k purchafer : and although all thefe du-^ 
ties are not required of the kdies, yet feme, efpeciaU 
ly the entertaining of the guefts, carving and helping 
the di&es at table> ^nd makidg the tea and coffee are 
generally performed by them. Now the Afiatic la- 
dies have no fuch duties at all ; but live in the man- 
ner before defcribed. 

•* Fifth, The greater deference the Afiatic ladies 
find paid to their humours, and preTcriptive right ^f 
teazing their hufl>ands by every pretext, which is 
confidered as 2tk eflential quality of beauty : for if a 
wife does niot put thefe in praftice, but is fubmiflive 
to her hufband^s will in every thing, her Aarms very 
ibon lofe their brilliancy in his eyes. Thus when a 
wife goes to vifit her father, fhe will not return to her 
huiband, till he has come himfelf feveral times ro 
fetch her j and being as often vexed by her breaking 
her promife* And every day when diimer is ferved, 
by preto&ding to be engaged at the time, fhe keep* 
her hufband waiting, and does not come till the meat 
is cold ; and in the (ame manner, at bed- time ; for 
returning quickly from their father's houfe, is confi- 
dered as a fign of fondnefs f<M: the hufband, which 
looks iU, as they think ; tM coming foon to dinner, 
in their opfoiic^ betrays the dffpofitton of a hungry 
bciggar. bk thefe and fuch cafes, the hufl>and has 
nodiing for k but patience ; nay, it ever pteafes him. 
I have knowa ms^iy beautiful women, conffant in 
their affedioB, and obedient to their hufbands night 
and day, whom for want of thefe qualities, then: liuf- 

bands 
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bands quickly grew tired of, and upjufljy dofcrteJj . 
for the fake of plain women who poffeffed them, 

*' Si XTH,The greater reliance placed by the Afiatic 
Jiufbands in their wives* virtue, both from law and 
cuftom. Although European ladiescan go out of doors, 
and difcourfe with ftrangers, yet this is not allowed, 
unlefs they have a trufty perfon along with them, ei- 
ther of the hufband*s or the father's ; and fleeping 
out all night is abfolutely denied them. The Afiatic 
ladies, on the contrary, when they go to the houfe of 
a lady of their- acquaintance, though their hufbands 
be entire ftrangers, are not attended by any perfon of 
the hufbaad's or father's, and they fpend not only 
one or two nights in that houfe, but even a whole 
week: and in fuch a houfe, though the mafter is 
prohibited from entering. the apartments where they 
are, yet the young men of fifteen, belonging to the 
family or relations, under the name of children, have 
free accefs, and eat with and enter into the amufe- 
ments of their guefts. 

" Seventh, Their fhare in the children by law. 
For if a divorce happens, the fons go to the father, 
and the daughters to the mother, contrary to jhe cuf- 
tom in England, where if a divorce happens, the mo- 
ther, who for twenty years may have toiled and con- 
fumed herfelf in bringmg up her children, has to 
abandon all to the father, and full of grief and afiiic- 
tion, leave bis houfe. 

«' Eighth, 
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Eighth, The cafe both by law and cuftom, with 
Vhicli the wife may feparate herfelf from her hufband, 
Vhen there may be a quarrel between them, without 
producing a divorce. Thus the Wife, in an hour's 
time after the dilpute, fets off with the childreai and 
her property to the houfe of her father, or relations, 
and until her hufband makes her fadsfadion Ihe does 
jiot return: and this fhe can always do without ^ 
Iraoiiient's delay. 

^* Bes IDE'S thefe eight, as above noticed, of the 
fuperior advantages the Afiatic women enjoy over the 
iEuropean, there are many others here omitted for 
brevity's fake. What has been faid is enough for 
peopie of difcemmcnt * .^* 

S f ©ESCRIPTIOM' 

* Abu Taleb is a man of higli r«nk and charaficr, and has 
^ecn craploy'cd In fituation^ of gtcat truft by the governmerit 
'of Owde, and hy the Marquis Cornwallls : he is better ao 
quainted with the fubjedi than any European can pretend to 
be ; yet as he feems to have a ca/e to tnake out in this vindica- 
lion of the rights of Afiatic wives, he is probably not to be be- 
lieved to the full extent of every aflertioni though upon thr 
^hole a credible evidence. 



DESCRIPTION OF AN EUROPEAN CANTONMENT. 



Caunpore^ Jan. 1798* 

This' is the largeft military ftation m this part of 
India ; and may be regarded as the head-qtiarter§ of 
the field army in the pay of the Nabob Vizier^ The 
buildings ered:ed at the public expence, are barracks 
for the European infentry, Cavalry, and artillery^ 
with a general hofpital for the receptic^ of the CcIct 
Thefe are condufted with economy and neatnefs, af- 
ter a regular plan, and are perhaps better adapted 
for the fervice, than the more expenfive iereftions at 
Dinapore, Barhampore, and the Prefidency. The 
officei-s of every defcriptic»i, provide their awn lodg- 
ings, which confift of very commodious and elegant 
Bungalows, built without any regularity, on a fpace 
extending about fix milies along the Gangi^«. 

Each 
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Eacic Bungjalow, with its garden, out-houfes, and 
appendages, is called an eftate, in the purchafe of 
?which, and in the pofition of his buildings, every in- 
dividual was left to confult his tafte, convenience, or 
.<:aprice. You can therefore exped no regularity or 
:arrangenaLent in the cantonments : what is ftill more 
inconveaient, the buildings are fo much fcattered 
and detached) th^t th&y cannot be protef^ed againfl: 
ithicves by all the troops they contain. Each pro- 
prietor of a houfe is obliged to hire a number of 
Cbokedars (watchmen) proportioned to his property, 
and upon thefe terms only can he depend on pro- 
^edio^. Th^k .watchmen are enrolled under a chief, 
and are either thieve$ themfelves, or fo intimately 
connefted with the profeffion, that they are found by 
experience to be the beft qualified to deleft them. 
Pne thing js pretty certain, whoever pays the Cho- 
Jcedars is fecur^j whoever neglefts to hire them is 
plundered. 

Caunpore is fituated in the upper part of that 
yaft plain, which extends from the bay of Bengal to 
the mountains of Thibet ; an immenfe valley far fur- 
paljing the extent of Egypt, and probably unequal- 
led in any part of the globe. The foil is not only all 
arable, but, with proper cultivation, capable of be- 
ing rendered extremely fertile. A mod effential 
branch of hufbandry is watering ; and for this pur- 
pofe the wells are innumerable. You cannot ride 
out in any direftion without meeting with fo great 

numljers. 
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numbers, that accidents are not imfrequent of horief 
tumbling into them with their riders. 

Another annoyance of the troops at this ftation, 
and which they cannot poilibly avoid, is the duft to- 
wards the clofe of the dry feafon. From the middle 
of Oftober till the middle of June, there is feldom a 
fingle Ihower of rain. The ground becomes parch- 
ed to a cinder ; and all vegetation except on the 
watered fields is deftroyed. ' The tread of hprfes, 
camels, and bullocks, loor(^s each day a certain 
quantity of duft upon the furfaee, which the hot 
winds beginning regularly to blow in the afternoon, 
raifc into the air in the form of a thick cloud, 
which not only hides the fun, but envelopes the 
whole ftation in midnight darknefs, At' this feafon, 
contending warriors arc firft difcernible to each othef 
by the clouds of duft wHich hover abov^ them ; nor 
can an individual of either be diftinguiflied till they 
are almoft in contaft, when the artillery and nlulke- 
iry has the appearance' of thunder bur fting froin a 
cloud. The hiftory of the country affords many in- 
ftances of battles loft or won by the dire^dn of the 
duft'; a windward poiitio'n gives an army an advan- 
tage fomewhat fimilar to the weather gage in an ac- 
tion at fea. ' ^ .. - - • 

To inhale into the lungs for feveral months to- 
gether an atmofphere loaded with duft, muft prove 
hurtful as well as difagreeable ; yet neither the-Hin* 
doos not Mahommedans have fallen upon any con- 
trivance 
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phfTLTict to remedy this evU. Before the arrival of 
^e Europeans there was not a houfe in all Indiia fur- 
nifhed with glafs witidows ; even at prefent, when 
glafs is fo common here, I believe none of the na* 
tives have availed themfelves of fo obvious a remedy. 
Glafs is confidered by the Europeans as an indifpen- 
fible requifke in the conftruftion of every Puflgalow 
at the upper ftations: they have even introduced 
the ufe of it into the camp* Several officers carry, 
on thftir march, a frame of glafe, which they fix in 
the windvirard door of their tents, during the hot 
winds, ihould the fervice call them into the field at 
that feafon. 

. It has been propofed to prpteQ: this cantonment, 
by drawing a kind of rampart from the Ganges at 
the upper banis;, to the lower end of the ftation ; a 
line of about fij; miles in length. Againft an ene- 
my this would prove hardly any defence ; from the 
thieves it would probisibly afford ftill lefs proteftion, 
fmce the far greater paj-t of them are juftly fufpefted 
of refiding within the cantonments. It would how- 
ever protect the native hyts from the incurfions of 
the wolf, an ajiimaj f?om ^vhich they fuffer frequent 
and dreadful alarms. Hj^rdly a night paffes in 
jyhich they do not dafh into fome corner of the 
camp, where their purpofe is tocar^y off the children 
that may be found ftraggling near the huts ; and it 
fs painful tq refleft how often they are fuccefsful. 
rTheir ftrengt);i enables them to carry off a child of 
thre^ or foyr y^s, though (jlofely purfued by the 

parents. 
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parents, who are [»erced with the cries of their 
child without any po^biiity of affording it relief 
The inhabitants of the fouth of Europe are mud^ 
annoyed by the wolf, but in India he is &r more de« 
firu£tive ; becaufe here the audacity of every preda- 
tory animal is increafed by the experience they all 
^ve of the averfion that the Hindoos entertain to 
the (bedding of even the blood of noxious beads. 
If they are ever routed to enfnare thefe animals^ it 
is by the Europeans who pay them a certain fum 
for bringing them alive for the purpofe of affording 
them fport in the chace* 

The method in which the natives defend their 
crop from the granivous animals, fhews how ftrong- 
ly their religious prejudices operate in this particular. 
The watchmen are provided with no offenfive wea- 
pons, excepting a fling j on the contrary, they con- 
tinue the whole day (landing in one fingle pofition 
upon a pillar of clay raifed about ten feet, where they 
remain bellowing continually, that they may terrify, 
without hurting, the birds who feed upon the crop. 
Every confiderable field contains feveral fuch cehti- 
nels ftationed at different corners, who repeat the call 
from one to another fo inceffantly, that the invaders 
have hardly any opportunity of making good a live- 
lihood in the field. 

The occupation of watching a field in India, muft 
prove, one fhould imagine, one of the moft tedious 
and difagreeable in which a humau being Could 

be 
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be placed. To ftand for days and months ex- 
pofed naked to a vertical fun, without the power of 
moving fix inches from the fpot, is a ftate compared 
to which a prifon in England may be regarded as af- 
fording the luxury of a prince. Yet how many 
thoufands here are doomed to limit their intelleftual 
and bodily enjoyments to this narrow fphere ; and -^ 
^hat is ftill more furprifmg with apparent content- 
ment. The wants of nature are here few ; and the 
mental exertions neceffary to fupply them, however 
fmall, are fufEcient to occupy a mind, enlarged but 
31 little beyond that of a trute. 

The real wants of nature, whatever they may be, 
muft be fupplied : the foxes have holes; the birds 
have nefts ; fa our field watchmen are forced during 
the rains to ereft, inftead of a clay pillar, a fcaf- 
fblding of wood as high as the crop^ over which 
they fufpend a roof of ftraw to (helter their naked 
bodies from the rain. This though conftru<aed 
ivith much lefs labour and ingenuity, than many ani- 
mals difplay in preparing their dwelling, has the 
£tme effeft ; it proteSs them from the inclemency 
iof the elements to v^hich they tnuft otherwife fall* 
facrifice. Thefe watchmen are entertained over and 
above the complement of herdfmen for the cattle, 
and their number is much greater. Experience 
xnuft have afcertained their ufcj to an European it 
would appear that, as birds muft have fupport, 
they probably fnatch that fupport from thefe watches 
either by day or during the night ; to him therefore 

it 
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it appears fuperfluous to refift demanck that one way 
or other mull be fatisfied. 

A concourfe of Europeans la any part of the 
country, always draws after it a proportional number 
of natives; a battalion caimot march in any direc- 
tion without an accompanyment of camp followers 
thrice its own number* Ten thoufand foldiers fta- 
tioned for any confiderable time^ will bring a popu- 
lation of five times that amount to their neighbour- 
hood. ' Merchants, tradefmen, and fervants of every 
denomination, find their account in following the - 
train ; and no inconfiderable portion of the pay of 
the army reverts to the fame fource from which it 
\vas drawn, to the former for cattle, grain, and vege- 
tables, and to the artificer /or his labour. 

Hence agriculture in die vicinity oiF Caunpor^ 
has profited by the ftimulus of an European niarket, 
and high prices. Not only Indian cora, but gram^ 
barley and wheat are cultivated to an extent equal 
to the demand. Turnips, cabbages, and European 
vegetables, are at this feafon in great abundance, 
not only in the gardens of officers, but in the fields 
cultivated by the natives. Grapes, peaches, with a 
profufion of fruit, have long fince been fupplied 
by the Europeans* The culture of the grape in In- 
dia requires care, and appears to be of Europeaa 
extra£tioQ, 

The 
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The fagar plantations are neither numerous nor 
extenfive j I fuppofe from the want of confumpt in 
this interior fituation.. The few fields I have fecn 
are remarkably abundant^ and rich : the crop is at 
prefent nearly ripe, and nothing can evince the fer^ 
tility of the foil more ftrongly, than the comparifon 
of the fugar with the adjoining crops ; the former 
though tall, and fo thick, as to render it impene^ 
trable to the rays of the fun, is yet far furpaffed by 
the juar, and palma chrifti, which here rife to the^ 
height of ten or twelve feet. Nothing in nature can 
furpafs in luxuriance a country covered with fuch 
crops ; but unfortunately cultivation is here fre« 
quently interrupted by the intervention of extenfive 
waftes refembling the large commons in England^ 
Thefe are at this feafon fcorched to barrennefs, eve- 
ry particle of verdure being burnt up, nothing meets 
the eye except barren fand or duft floating with the 
wind. The foil of thefe waftes feems to be eflentially 
the fame as that which is fo fertile under cultivation, 
and did the population require, it could be rendered 
equally produftive by the labour of a fingle feafon. 
Incomplete as the hufbandry is, the value of the ze- 
mindary around our cantonments muft have increaf- 
ed in a high degree finc^ this was made a ftation. 
In what proportion this increafed value is (hared by 
the Zemindar and the Nawaub, I have not learnt. 
No event alters the condition of the Ryut: po- 
verty is invariably his lot however circumftances may 
change. 

T t MOPf 



I40PE OF LiyiNG AMONG THE MILFTARy AND QVU. 
OFFICERS. 



Cam^e^ Jan. 179^* 

The mode of living in this part of India has, within 
the laft ten or fifteen years, undergone a very great 
alteration Before that period the civil and military 
fervants of the company in the firft rank were lodged 
in Bungalows worfe than thofe of a fobaltem of the 
prefent day : as the pra&ice of feeding beef, mutton, 
pork, and poultry, was not then introduced^ their 
tables were very poorly fupplied ; even vegetables 
were not to be had ; though an article indifpenfibly 
neceffary in this climate. Their inconveniences were 
aggravated by a conflant routine of irregularity. Af- 
ter dinner it was the ufual cuftom to go to fleep, in 
the hotteft time of the day j from this every ^party was 
awakened in the evening, to partake of a fupper, 
which protracted a drunken federunt till a late hour 
of the next morning. 

Amidst 
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Amidst continued repletion, and frequent irregu* 
larity, the climate operated with fatal influence j for 
trying as Bengal ftill is to almofl every European 
conftitiition, there was a time when it was deemed 
far more hoftile, A reformation highly commenda- 
ble has been effeflted, partly from neceffity ; but 
more by the example of a late governor general^ 
Ivhofe elevated rank and noble birth gave him in a 
great meafure the guidance of faihion. Regular 
hours and fobriety of conduflt became as decidedly 
the teft pf a man of fafhion, as they ^ere formerly 
of irregularity. Thoufands owe tlieir lives, and ma- 
ny more their health, to this change, which had nei- 
ther beeft reckoned upon, nor even forefeen by thofe 
who introduced it^ 

One fpecies of diiSpation often leadls to others : 
the late hotirs and hard drinking induced gaming, 
which prevailed to a degree ruinous to many indivi- 
duals : the fame nobleman, abote alluded to, by 
giving this praftice his decided difapprobation, and 
promoting fuch as refrained from it, has in a great 
degree leflened the habit, by bringing it into difgraceJ 
Much diflipationj however, ftill remams : it is the 
prevailing viee of the military charafter hi every 
country j and the prevalence of it in India fome have 
regarded as the deftruftion of our povtrer in the Eaft : 
they allege " That this has gradually Weakened, and 
and at laft diflblved the conneftion of every country 
with its diftant dominions, and that we are not to ex- 
peS: a miracle wrought in our behalf to effed an ex- 

^nptioii 
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empticm from the common cataftrophe of nations. 
What Mr. Hume (ays of defpotifin, may be with 
equal juftice affertcd of the growth of felfifh and dif- 
folute manners^ it is the Embanqfia of our emigre in 
this part of the world/' 

They fuggeft too, " That other circumftances 
i^y intervene to prevent either a natural or an tdSj 
diflblutipn* An independent army, involved in debt 
by extravagance, or flimulated I^y avarice, may fdze, 
br^i manu^ all our pofleifions for themfelves, while 
the infamy of the trcafon may fink or difappear, 
amidft the univerfal depravity. Where the principle 
of promotion is length of fervice, without any other 
confideration, the moil worthlefs and diflblute may 
look forward to command with as much confidence 
as the mod meritorious officer* If diligence, brave- 
ry, and good condu£k be attended with no advantage, 
they will be foon abandoned and ridiculed as ufelefs 
qualifications. A perfon receiving a conimiffion, 
Jnftead of regarding it as ah obligation to dis- 
charge the duties of a laborious profeffion, will con- 
fidef it a kind of fi-eehold property yielding him a 
certain annual fum, which nothing but death can de- 
prive him of 

I'hey aflert, ** That among thofe who are accuf- 
tomed to command, a^ independent, haughty, and 
imperious charader becomes unavoidable, unlefs they 
4re in their turn fubjeflted to the control of a fupe- 
rior. This control, however, is entirely abolifhed, 

th6 
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the moment you allow an officer to regard every ftep 
of promotion as a right pofitivcly conferred by his 
own fervice independent of the will of any fuperior.*' 



€C 



That if with all thofe circumftances, you grant 
a liberty to each officer who applies for it to remove 
into any other corps, as often as intereft or caprice 
Ihall fuggeft, even the fubaltern will be releafed from 
every tie of fubordination. Does his condufl: give 
offence to his fuperior officer, he exchanges into ano- 
ther regiment, and bids him defiance. Subordina^ 
tion among officei-s not only ceafes ; but the difcip. 
line of the^private men is totally nfegleded. The di- 
ligent and faithful officer, by this fyftem, can look 
for no more than he who is totally unacquainted 
with the fervice. That in this climate, without fomc 
motive to induftry, there will not long remain the 
appearance of exertion; Parade duty will foon be 
neglefted, and neither officers nor men will retain 
fufficient knowledge of their duty, to be of any fer- 
vice, except drawing their monthly allowances." 

<* 'f HAT fubaltems rendered independent of their 
fuperior officers, begin to treat them as their equals, 
and defpife; their authority ; hence by attaching the 
general officers, you by no means fecure the duty or 
iattachment of the army : it becomes in your hands a 
rope of fand, and only to be guided by its own intereft 
or caprice. That an army, efficient in point of num- 
ber, may thus become altogether inadequate to the 
defmce or protedion of the country: to its employ- 
ers 
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tn only it can prove formidable ; they may be con* 
fidei^, as at its difcretion j or rather ,thcy may be 
regarded as having conftrufted an unwieldy and tot* 
tering edifice, which mull crulh them by its fall.** 

«* That (hould no dangerous enterprizes be un- 
dertaken by an army in this independent and infub- 
ordinate ftate, its difcipline will foon fo for decline^ 
that hardly any military appearance, fave that of the 
umfonn, fliall appear. The whole ftudy of officers 
will be to fecure fituations of emolument, or fuch 
parts of the fervicc as may fuit their convenience or 
pleafure.** 

^ That thefe effefts have not been difcovercd in 
the Company's army in India, they allege, is highly 
to the citedit of the individuals who compofe it. In 
Aat mixture which compofes our military force in 
this part of the world, you meet with French, 
Dutch, Portuguefe, and wanderers from every na- 
tion ia Europe : among thefe, however, there are not 
a few of refpedable families in Britain, who, them- 
felves men of charafter, hope to return and 
fyend in comfort the little competence acquired in 
the fervice. Any epterprize involving the tranquilli- 
ty of their country, or their own eftimation at home, 
would preclude fuch hopes, and therefore is avoided. 
tVhatever may be the views of others of a different 
defcription, nothing can be imdertaken without a ge- 
neral concert and co-operation: hence it has been 
&e fortune of our India pofleflions to hang by a 

thread. 
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{hiezd^ which their defenders have not yet agreed, 
9irith one heart and one xnind^ to touch; thougl]|^ 
perhaps, feqretly confcious, that with the £rA hi'€atl|i 
of commotion it would be for ever brokai,** 

Th£S£ conclufions may appear plaufible, but th^ 
proceed on the fuppofition, that military gentlemen 
in this fervice, are equally incapable of difce^^ing 
their own intereft, and of eftimat^ig their pow:epr^ 
The revenues of India, under a military governments 
would probably ceafe to be confid^aWe ; and would 
certainly fail to \>e engrofled by one or a few miJi- 
tary defppts, who had transferred the powers of go- 
vernment to their own perfons. Their inferiors would 
only be treated with regard fo long as they were the 
neceffary tools of their ambiticm : iJie power of eacfi 
was no fooner fecured, than he would Cpum thefe 
aflbciates, as the abettors of one treafon, or dr^d 
them as the projedors of a fecond. Qn the moft 
favourable fuppofition, that of vmanimity among the 
officers on the divifion of their fpoils, a circumftance 
which perhaps never yet happened, a few only cquld 
conunand. The lot of the far greater pjirt would he 
^hat of hirelings to a military ufurper, ,whofe govern- 
ment and fervice had no known rules, either of law, 
cuftom or difcretion. He pays no high compliment 
to the difcernment of any fet of men, who fuppofcs 
that they would (abftradting from the immorality of 
the bufmefs,) prefer fuch a fituation to the prefent fer- 
vice, grievous, a$ in fome inftances, it may appear* 



It 
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It xrould be doing injuftice to fo numerous a body 
<o fuppofe, that thefe confequences are not forefeeu 
and fully weighed by many of them ; on the idea that 
Z change of goremment could be effefted by the mili* 
tary force in India : But the poiEbility of their ac- 
complifliing fuch an objeft, feems more than doubt- 
ful. The European part of the army is a motely 
mixture of all nations, a fmall bribe might engage 
Aem in any enterprife ; but they are the moft de- 
bauched and unprincipled troops any where to be met 
with ; and would give no fufScient fupport to any 
^ufe, whether good or bad. 

The native troops, in every thing the reverfe of 
the Europeans, would be guarded by their integrity 
from fuch meafures, unlefs difguifed under the ap- 
pearance of duty. Such a deception would not be 
long fupported, and as foon as the truth was dif- 
covered, they would be more apt to revenge them- 
felves upon theij betrayers than to fight their battles. 

Suppose, however, all thefe obflacles overcome, 
and the country in poffeffion of the troops, how is a 
fucceffion of European officers and privates to be pro- 
cured for the fupport of difcipline : In a few years 
the prefent race muft yield to the feverity of the 
climate, and the difcipline of a native corps, would 
not furvive the officers for fix months. Then the 
Indian army would fall back to its original ftate 
under . native difcipline, and could give no more 

effe^ual 
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effedual oppofition to Europeans than when they at 
firft conquered this country. 

In America the caufe of revolt was conftantly fup- 
ported and ftrengthened by a growing fpirit of in- 
dependence in every individual. Ii^ India fuch a 
fpirit never was felt, nor could ever be infufed into a 
hundred perfons. The two caufes are in direO: op- 
pofition, and the refult would be totally different. I 
know that fome perfons, more accuftomed to fpeak 
than to think, have fancied they faw in India another 
America; but in the two countries every thing is 
contrafled : manners, education, habit and religion. 
And the man who imagines that a change in favour 
of freedom could be effeded in the one as eafily as 
the other, muft be ignorant of both. 

With a powerful fleet, it will long be in the pow- 
er of Britain to tranfport ^ confiderable force to India; 
while without a continual fupply of European officers 
no difcipline can be fupported in native troops to op- 
pofe that force. A day of retribution very foon 
would unavoidably come, when the fpirit of the na- 
tion would be avenged on its perfidious fervants :— 

Manet alte repofium 

Sfreti injuria regni* 
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IDEA OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE IN THE REIGN OF ACBSK. 



Caunporcy Jan. 1798, 



Thb. reign of Acber is an importaiit sera in the an- 
nals of Hindoftan : it continued half a century, and 
may be regarded as the Auguftan Age of the Ma- 
hommedan Emperors* Fortunately for the infor- 
mation of pofterity, his intelligeiit minifter Abul Fa- 
zel, has left a tolerably corred: and detailed account 
of his goyemment, and the ftate of the country a^ 
this period : large allowance ho\f ever muft be made 
for the pompous defcriptions of the grandeur of the 
monarchy and the fulfome adulation paid to bis wif* 
dom, which are confpicuous throughout this wwk, 
which h^ has entitled the Ayeen Acbery^ qr Mlnrqr 
of Acber. 

' At the death of this monarch in 1605, his domi- 
nions eartended from the Thi|>et mountains on the 

north* 
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north, to the province of Vizlapoof and Golconda 
on the fouth ; and from the borders of Aracan, Af- 
fam, and Bootan oii the eaft, to the river Altock, 
and Cubuliftan on the weft. It confifted, according 
to the account of Abul Fazel, of one hundred and 
five provinces, and two thoufand feven hundred dif* 
trids t a vaft territory comprehendhig the fineft and 
riqheft countries in the J)eninfula. For the more 
convenient adminiftration of the government of this 
vaft empire, Acber divided his dominions into fifteen 
Subahs, over each of which he appointed a Subadar 
or viceroy, with various fubordinate officers. The 
names of thefe Subahs were Delhi, Agra, Allaha- 
bad, Oude, Agimer, Ahmedabad, Bahar, Bengal^ 
Cabul, Lahore, Multan, Muterah, Berar, Candeifb, 
and Ahmedgnagur. According to the accurate de- 
tail of this fubjed, given in the Afiatic Regifter, the 
empire thus divided was governed nearly on the 
fame principles as the ancient Hindu ftates. The 
Emperor, however, ruled with 1 more abfolute fway 
than the ancient Rajahs, who were cramped by the 
interference of an arbitrary fyftem of religion, inter- 
woven with the civil code; and by a domineering 
hierarchy, which in that code is placed above the 
prince in the order of fociety, and which operated 
with a commanding influence upon both the opi- 
nions and the a£Uons of the fovereign. 

Both as a warrior and a ftatefman, Acber poflef- 
fed fmgular merit. As he enlarged his. dominions 
beyond the limits tranfmitted to him by his anceftors, 

it 
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it was alfo his glory to govern them by a ftriaer re- 
gard to juftice thaa the precedents which they had 
left him. What peculiarly diftinguifhed him above 
every Mahommedan prince is the liberality of his re- 
ligious fentiments, and the unlimited toleration which 
he allowed to every clafs of his fubje£ts. Both the 
prince and his minifter. difplay an enlargement of 
mind on this fubjed far beyond what we Ihould ex- 
peft from the adherents of the Mahommedan £auth ^ 
and a liberality in his treatment of Schifmatics, 
which at the fame period no European monarch 
feems to have poflefled. 

^^ In the dominions which he conquered, at well 
as thofe which he held by hereditary right, he not 
only reftored the Hindoos to the free exercife of 
their religion, but alfo to many of their civil rights *• 

** In the ancient Hindu ftate, it would appear 
from every document, that the prince was the abfo- 
lute and Ible proprietor of thel foil ; that the land 
throughout his dominions was apportioned in fmall 
allotments to the hufbandmen, by whom it was cul- 
tivated upon the tenure of a perpetual hereditary 
leafe ; that thegrofs produce of the foil conftituted 
the revenue of the ftate, and that one fixth part only 
of that produce, with fome variations, had from cuf- 
tom immemorial been demanded by the prince.'* 

Of 

* Vide Afiatic Reg. vol. 3d. p. 2. 
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Of this grofs produce, part was paid in kind, and 
part in money. The ftate of landed property in 
Hindoftan continued nearly the fame for the firfl 
three centuries after the Mahommedan conqueils. 

The rude and ferocious fanatics of the Ghiznian 
race, rather over^ran, than fubdued the weftem pro- 
vinces. With the fhort-fighted avarice of barbarians, 
they preferred th? immediate plunder of moveable 
property, to the more permai^nt advantage to be de- 
rived from a well proteded hulbandry. They were 
fucceeded by the Afghan dynafty, charafterized in 
general by the fame qualities ; and though their 
power was better eftablifhed, and more permanent, 
they eftablifhed no defined mode of payment, or' 
fettled fyftem of contribution. If the Ryut was not 
driven into the woods by aftual violence, he pined 
under the moft rigorous exaftions, which feemed to 
have no limits but his ability to pay. During the 
earlier reigns of the Mahommedan princes, very 
fcanty details are afforded by their hiftorians of the 
ordinary meafures of internal adminiftration. When 
the horror of the fcene becomes deepened by the de- 
vaftations of fome new conqueror, they are more 
circumftantial th^ in the common routine of vulgar 
oppreflions ; and it may upon the whole be afferted 
of the beft of thefe princes, that whilft the treafury 
was kept tolerably full, they were little anxious about 
the fources from which it was fupplied. 



On 
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On the acceffion of Acber, a fyftem of moderation 
vfzs immediately adopted i all arbitrary impofidons 
under the name of Jehaat, and Sayer Jehaat^ were 
aboliflied ; though thefe, we are informed by his hif- 
torian, had in fome reigns equalled the whole quit- 
rent of the empire. All merchandize^ with a few 
exceptions, were permitted to pafs free of duty j and 
the pradice of forcibly recruiting the army from the 
Hindoo labourers was difcontinued. Thefe regula- 
tions, which were of themfelves fuffident to alter the 
whole conftitution of government, were followed up 
by a variety of others in the fame fpirit, which have 
diflinguifhed the reign of this monarch with a high, 
but juft reputation. 

In the complicated bufinels of the afleflinent of 
revenue, this prince availed himfelf of the talents of 
Rajah Tudor Mull, a Hindoo, diftinguiihed through- 
out Hindoftan for his financial abilities. Abul 
Fazel, a ftatefman no lefs eminent in pdlkical faga- 
city, was raifed to the management of the civil go- 
vernment ; and the various reforms which he eflFe£t- 
ed in every branch of affairs, give at once an high 
idea of his talents, and of the prudent choice of the 
monarch. The inftitutions of Acber eftablifhed in 
every province of the empire a fyftemadc order and 
regularity, not only in executing the affairs of go- 
vernment, but in the adminiftration of juftice. 

The Subadar, or viceroy, was the immediate re- 
prefentative of the Emperor j and along witb tbe 



\ 
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Sunnud, or order fqr his appointment, he receiv- 
ed a written code of inftru£tion$, the injundions of 
which, fuch as that fort^dding to fwear, or u& foul 
language, though apq^arently minute and ridiculous, 
muft have had neverthelefs much influence in ftimu- 
latiiig his induftry, and preferving his fidelity in the 
difcharge of his duty : the welfare of the people is 
held out as the great end of ^U his endeavours, and 
the only foundation of the haf^nnefs of the ftate* 
Under the viceroy, the Foujdar poffefTes jurifdiftion 
over feveral diftrifts : he is confidered as an execu- 
tive officer, who carries into eflfeft the orders of the 
Subah* His duty is to prote£): the hufbandpien, and 
punifl) rebellious or refraflpry zemindars? 

The judges of Mahpmmedan court$ were the 
Ca2:y and the Meer Adul: the firft tried caufes, 
and the other paffed fentence. AJl caufes whether 
civil or criminal were fubmitted to their cognisance, 
when the parties were Mahommedans ; but in liti- 
gations between Hindoos only, the decifion was left 
to two Pundits, who tried and determined each cs^e 
according to the prdinances qf the HindcK) code^ 

Each province, city, and even each qimrter of the 
fame city, was put under the infpe^on pf a police 
officer, named a Cutwal This officer was appoint- 
ed by the Emperor, and was refpo)[ifible to deliver 

up 

* Ajeeo Acbery, toI. p, 368. 
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up to juftice every perfon who fliould be guilty (^an 
illegal ad within his jurifdidion. When any theft 
was committed, the police officer was anfwerable ftwr 
the value of the ftolen goods, if he did not fucceed 
in apprehending the delinquent. The inhabitants 
themfelves feem alfo to have been Gable, when any 
robbery was committed, if they did not difcover to 
the Cutwal, or fecure the oflfender. By thefe regu- 
lations the police was fo vigoroufly enforced that tra- 
vellers might pafs through the country in perfeft 
fafety by night as well as by day. We have the tcf- 
timony of both Bemier and Tavemier with regard to 
the fecurity of perfons and property, that arofe from 
the peculiar vigilance of the police during fucceeding 
reigns, when thefe regulations dill fubfifted : the. 
former of thefe gentlemen has performed in various 
parts of India more extenfive joumies than any in« 
dividual. 

The inhabitants of every houfe, in each town, 
were regiftered by the police-man ; the ftreets, lanes, 
and public roads were fuperintended by his officers. 
During night, the peace was preferved by armed pa^ 
troles, fome of infantry, and others of cavalry. To 
fecure, the diligence of the Cutwal, and to prevent 
his collufion with diforderly perfons, his whole con- 
duft was watched by two fpies altogether unknown 
to him, who wrote to court every month a particular 
account of every occurrence. 

By 
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l^Y^tbis^ yasft eftabUibment of pdice c^ers» tran- 
.quiUity was nqt paly fecured, but ^ fort of UK>ral 
difcipliine wa& dlablifiied, which feeii^d HQt imfayour- 
^\Ae^ tx> the virtuous habits of the j^eople ; though it 
muft have been altogether incompfttible either with 
perfowal or dvil freedoHK Uuder the proteaion 
which it ajSbrded the people^ and from theiecurity 
of property wluch it efFeSed, the mduftry of the 
{lindoos was ftimulated to fonie degree of adivity % 
and agi;icultQre, maiuifa^tures, and ioitemal com* 
merce s^ofe to a degree of porofperity equal, perhaps, 
Jt(x what tjbey enjoyed under tlie ancient princes of 
^their own race* 

The .contributwns to the ftate being raifed with 
inildnels and equity, were borne with great eafe and 
cheerfulneis by the peafant, though they rofe to an 
amount that far exceeded whatever had been raifed 
in any former period. Towards the end of Acber's 
Teiga, when the feli^tary effeds of h^ regulations 
had time to operate, the taxes aniQunted ajOnually to 
ihirty-iiK millions fterling* In a country, and at a 
period when money was perhajps ten times jhe value 
it bears in Britain, this conflituted fio doubt a large 
fum ; efpeciiJly fmce drawn almoft 'wholly from the 
immediate produce oJF land. The few taxes paid by 
manufadkuf es ai^d merchax>dize, were of little confi- 
deration in the amount* Vaft as this fiira may ap*» 
pear, it did not amount to one fourth of the produce 
of the lands, accordioig to the aflei^nent made out by 
Tuder Mull : and though it does not feem to have 
X X com- 
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comprdieiided the prorifion for the poor, theboun^ 
ties to learned men, nor the penfions given to decay-p 
ed families, yet we are at a lofs to conceiye how it 
fupported that immenfe ^bliflunent civil and mili- 
tary, which was upheld by the Mogul Princes. The 
Zemindary troops, a fort of militia wjuch was main.^ 
tained exclufivdly in each province for the purpofe 
of coUedmg t|^ revenues, and enforcing the police^ 
mmounted, we are afliired, to no fewer than four aul^ 
lions of men, infantry and cavalry. If to this nuca- 
ber we add the regular, army, which confided of 
fight hundred thoufand men, we fliall find a very 
fmall allowance tp eacH foldier; eyen tlipugh w^ 
put out of the eftimate ail fhe expences of die court, 
and the fuperior officers in all the clepartments of the 
ftate. Either the Sebundy troops muft have ferved 
with little or no pay, for a certain part of the year 
only ; or the author of the Ayeen Acbcry muft have 
committed fome palpable miftake. The lands zllotr 
ted for penfions tb meritorious officers, and provifion 
for the pioor, are termed Jagheer, an^ Scyurghal, 
and are no^ enumerated in t|ie ordinary revenues of 
the crown. The laft were immenfe in yalue^ and 
committed to the clifpofai of the Suddar, or higli 
almoner ; an office highly important, but of a 'iia>^ 
ture fo difcretionary, that the faithful difcharge of it 
was frequently fouiad to be a taflc beyond the reiaich 
of human virtue. Abul Fazel, the author of Ayeen 
Acbery, after the difgrace of feveral great perfons^es, 
had' the fuperintendahce of this department com- 
mitted to him by the Emperor, whofe confidence he 

feems 
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teetiii to have fliarfed ^ completely as the great Sully 
tdid that of his mafter ^ 

Thjb colleftion of the tevchuei was conduced by 
a numerous body of officers, whofe fidelity was at- 
tempted to be fecured jby various checks and con- 
trols : the principle pf thefe thecks feems to have 
been a mikture of Mufiulman and Hindoo officers } 
of the firft clafs was th^ Aumil^ an bfficeir appointed 
annually by the Subahdar ; under him^ of the fame 
feligious faith, was the Tepukehy, the Zemindar 
Gonengoe, and Karkun, were Hindoos in corre- 
fponding fituations, as a control upon the firft ; but 
the moft complete contrivance for this pUrpofe* was 
the appointment of two Wakyatnavees^ or news 
writers, who feem to have been unknown, or at 
ieaft totally independent of all the reft, and whc^ 
tranfmitteci daily to the prefence, by poft, an ae*^ 
count of every occurraiee. 

In the appointment oi the llindoo officers of re- 
value, and particularly of the Zemindai-, there was 
a peculiarity whkh has occafiened much difcuffioA 
in the Englifli fyftem of finance. This office, ac« 
cording to the Hindoo law, had been hereditary; 
and in the Sunniid, or written appointment from 
^ king) the office of coUedor is conferred as an in- 
heritance^ on the fpecial condition of executing the 
truft with fidelity. Along with thtir appointment^ 
thefe officers received a certain portion of land 
termed Nanker, as a part of thwr official allowance, 

and 
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and of v^hkh. Aey, \iwe in«ftcd ift tfie abfol^tc ptt^ 
prietary right, by the fame tenure, that they held: 
their office, Thefe portions of land allotted to the 
Zemindar, being intended merely as a provifion for 
bis family, ^ere fmall ; zni tfteir produftive value 
was deduced from his pay, which was ten per cent, 
upon the rent* which he ^oUefted for government. 

The office of 25eHttndar fiMrtns tD hicve been part- 
ly executive, attd partly judicial i his bufinefs on the 
part of government was specified in the Suqnud of 
his appointment : it confided m' realifing lA\t rent a- 
greed upon for his diftrid ; in protedmg the Ryut 
from inj^uftice i and in ponifhing, by fine or chafttfe- 
ment, fuch as were criminal or rafraSory : and- 
though the terms of his appointment conferred here- 
ditary right ; yet it was euftomary for ^vcrtimclit 
to difmife Zemindars from their fituation, and to de- 
prive them of their Nankeer lands, on their being 
convifted of fraudulent and corrupt praftices, or 
even of culpable negiigeaice in the difchai^ of their 
duty. Their fitua^n, therefbm, bears little refem- 
blance, but in name, to liie Ian Jfaolder m mt^re free 
countries, where the feverdgn docs not aft ^ tfee^ 
inafter of his fubjeds, or as proprietor of ^e feiU 

All the orders of government, i^pding the Rf- 
tits, were delivered to them by the Zemindar ; be- 
fore him Ul^wUe all th^r grkvance$ and complak^^ 
were preferred: he was the oftettf^le agent of die 
ibvoreign, in whatever i^lated to ^e re^^nues of Ae 
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ftate, and to Ae niral economy pf the country. Bnt 
the prudent Acber deemed it unfiife to confide en- 
tirely to Hindoos ki matters of ftich extenfive im- 
portance J he appt)fntcd, flier^re, a Mahommedan 
Aumil and a Patchy to eiwrh dMlrift of the country 
to affift in the colleftion of the ^eveflues, and to be 
a check on the condoft of the 2lemindarsv 

The inftitutes of Mentt, tranltated fey Sir Williami 
jfonei, and the digeft of Hindoo kw tranflated by 
Mr Colebrook, have at laft fettled beyond contro- 
verfy the long agitated queftion regarding the prow 
perty of the foil. It appears now indifputable, that ^ 
the proprietary right of the foil was vefted in the 
King, both by the Hindoo and Muffulman fyftem of 
governmenf ; that tt^ aftuaj cultivators of the hnd,* 
held their fmall farms immediately fixnn the King,- 
by perpetual hereditary leafes, on the fpecific condi- 
tion trf paying, at ftated times, a certain proportion 
of the annual produce of their lands ; and that be-- 
tween the prince and the hufbandman there was no' 
intermediate proprietors Whatever, and that the 
Zemindars, who have been fuppofed pmprietors^ 
were only hereditary fervants ^f the prince, appoint- 
ed for fpecific purpofcs* 

Such is the brief ftatement of the civil inftitutions 
of Acber ; this military eftablilhment was equally 
cxtenfive. Befides thofe irregular troops, cortimand- 
ed by the Auntil, the Cutwail and Zemmdar in each 
diftrid, and which were upwards of four millionsj^ 

the 
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the regular army, which confifted of Muffulolaiis^ 
amounted to above eight hundred thoufand men. 
The former ferred only in their particular diftrias^ 
for the purpofes of police or revenue^ the latter fer- 
ved to oppdfe the enemies of the ftate, on whatever 
quarter they might invade it. 

The imperial army ^ms divided Into 440 munfubs 
or battalions^ of unequal numbers^ but each propor^ 
tigned to the rank of the commander^ called a mun-i- 
fubdar^ Each of thefe munfubs confifts of two-thirds 
cavalry, and one«-third infantry } and the three larger 
were commanded by the Emperor's fons. The firft 
contained ten, the fecbnd eight, and the third feven 
thoufand cavall75 having each a third of that number 
of infantry attached to it« The cUvalry were armed 
with with long cutlafles ; the infantry with bows and 
arrows) one third only having mufkets, or more 
properly matchlocks, which they denominate bun^ 
do€ks« 

A pRot>ORtiONAtB number of artillery was at- 
tached to each munfub, together with a requifite al- 
lowance of elephants, horfes, camels, and carts for 
their baggage. The royal palace, and perfon of iti6 
Emperor, were guarded by a chofen body of men, in 
addition to the regular army 2 to which alfo were 
added, as occafion might require, 100,000 gladiators 
(fhemiheerbaz),con(iftingof ten different corps, armed 
differently with fhields and cudgels, or with da^ers 
and poignards. The whole of this army was formed 

into 
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Into 12 grand divifionsj^ which did duty month after 
inontfa alternately during the time of peace ; and 
officers of every r^nk igirere obliged to attend to their 
ftated routine of duty^. 

Irregularity in fumifhing their pay has ever 
proved the grand defeft in all Afiatic armies. The 
difcontents and open ^lutinies arifing from this caufe, 
have often rendered the military more dangerous to 
Aeir employers than to their enemies. Here the dif- 
Cjsmment of Acber fhoi^e confpicuous : for on the 
firft day of every month the proper officers were fur- 
jiifhed with the means^ and dire^ed to iflue their pay 
fQ the troops— This varied not only aniong the offi- 
cers, but the private foldiers, according to the corps 
in which they ferved* The allowance of a munfub- 
dar, varied from 60^000 to one thoufand rupees per 
month, according to t|ie number of their corps : that; 
of the foot foldier from, ten to tWrty rupees ; while 
^he allowance of a trooper rofe from twelve to ninety. 
The omrahs, who commanded the grand divifions pf 
the army, and whofe duty correfponded with that of 
general officers ii^ European armies, had very fre^ 
quentiy aflignment^ of certain portions of land al- 
lowed them for pay. Thefe were held during life or 
perpetuity, on condition of performing military fer- 
vice, and fupporting a certain number of troops, rea- 
^y for aftual fervice or any emergency. The cap- 
tains had fimilar confignments made over to them j 
|)ut, in all cafes, it was provided, that the holders of 
'tlief(^ Jaghiers, flK>uld make no alteration in the lea- 
^'' ' fe^ 
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fes of tfae Ryuts, by reqmring greyer exa^Hons tfaaui 
had been paid to govenuQeab 

^^ Such was the manner ifi whi^ a gteat army 
was conftrufted and paid/^ fays a judicious v^iter^ 
<< by one of tbje abkfl; and moft accomplifl^ed princes 
that ever adorned the imnals of Afia. Yet the very 
formation of tlus vaft mpltitude of armed men, is at 
variance with every principle oi military fcience, or-, 
der, and difeipline ; and is of jtfelf fi^fl&cient to fhow^ 
that Acber, with all his talents, very little furpafled 
the reft of his countrymen, in his ijdeas of military af- 
fairs* — ^Twice the number q{ cavalry to that of in&n- 
try ; fo great difproportion in the nupiber of men of 
which the different corps was compoled > fuch a wide 
difference between the pay of oftcers of the fame 
rank, are defefts of fuch magnitude in the organizar 
tion of an ajmy, as muft neceffarily have prevented 
its ever attaining any degree of fyftematic difciplin^ 
or performpg the common evolutions with precifioa 
and effefl:. Yet fuch was the general ignorance of 
Afiatks in military fcience, that this cumbrous army^ 
which, oppofe4 to a body of 30,000 Europeans, muft 
have been defeated by its own radical defers, never- 
thelefe kq>t all the furrounding nations in complete 



awe/' 



Un WARLIKE as the furrounding nations were, th^ 
inefficiency of the imperial troops, was often ftriking- 
ly exemplified in their contefts with the fubordinate 
powers of the peninfula/ The four Muffulma^ 

princes 
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princes in the Deccan, namely that Golconda, Biji- 
poor, Colberga, ancji Telingah were not fubdued du- 
ring the whole of this reign : the two'firft remained 
independent when Tavernier vifited India in the time 
of Jehanguire : and though the imperial policy was 
continually bent upon their fubjugation, there was no 
period, even in their moft profperous reigns, in 
which the imperial arms obtained the complete do* 
minion of the peninfula. The numerous armies, 
and the immenfe treafures of the ftate, though guided 
by the fuperior wifdom of Acber, were continually 
wafted in fubduing the rebellions, or in combating 
the independent members of this community of nSi^ 
tions. A number of fmall Hindoo ftates ftill retain- 
ed their independence ; and although they had but 
little direft influence on the politics of Hindoftan, 
yet, by combining with the Muflulman princes of tho 
Dcccan, they prevented the preponderating power of 
Delhi from gaining a complete afcendant over them, 
When the Mahratta tribes, originally a paftoral peo- 
ple on the mountains of Berar, afterwards coalefced 
into a nation ; they made continual predatory erup- 
tions into the adjacent provinces of the emj^re ; and 
though frequently driven back, they were never 
wholly fubdued. In a word, the whole military efta- 
blifliments of the Mogul empire, though increaffed to 
the incredible amount of near five millions of men, 
were not fo efficient either in maintaining internal 
peace or profecuting war, as the more energetic fyftem 
adopted \>y the Britifli Eaft India Company, thougl^ 
Yy it 
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it does not withdraw from the induftry of the coun* 
try one-fortieth part of the number of hands. 

The expenditure of thirty-fix millions, in the pay 
of officers and troops of every defcription, as no part 
of this vaft fum was carried out of the country, im- 
plies a powerful demand for manufa£hires, and a 
flrong ftimulus to induftry : yet the export trade of 
Hindoftto was, probably, not equal to what it is at 
prefenti The lofs of inhabitants, and the deftruftion 
of property, occafioned by the diftra£Uons, and final 
diflblution of the Mogul government, muft have ma- 
terially injured the profperity of the country. The 
Britifli provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, fuffered for 
many years largely by thefe diftraftions, yet their re- 
venues, even in their diminifhed ftate, will not be diC- 
graced by a comparifon of their prefent produfts, 
with that which they yielded under the celebrated 
adminiftration of Acber. 

The Subah of Bahar, according to the Ayeen Ac- 
bery, was rated annually in the books of the Exche- 
quer at five millions five hundred and forty-feven 
thoufand rupees, at a reafonable exchange, equal to 
5543700I. It contributed at the fame time above 
half a million of troops — Jn the fame volume Bengal 
ftands affeffed at 14,961,482 rupees, or one million 
and a halt Sterling, while it contributed 8 24,000 fol- 

diers,, 

* Ayccn Acbcrj, vol. 2d. p. 19. 
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dierS) and upwards of 4000 cannons, and as many 
boats. 

On looking into the India budget for 1797, we 
find the revenue of the Bengal prorinces, which cor- 
refpond with thefe fubahs in the Ayeen Acbery, 
ftated at above fix hundred millions Sterling,— 
Here is a revenue of nearly three times the amount of 
that obtained by the immortal Acber, from provinces 
that had been ravaged by Mahrattas for twenty years 
before they fell into our poffeflion, and in a manner 
which the old inhabitants ftill defcribe with horror. 
Nor can the prefent impoft be regarded as more, or 
even equally as oppreffive with the other, fince the 
enormous requifition of a million and a half of troops, 
boats, and artillery is not exafted from the in- 
habitants. 

From this fimple ftatement of fafts, it will appear 
with what juftice fome declaimers hold up the gran- 
deur, power, and profperity of the Mogul govern- 
ment, compared to the prefent ftate of the Britilh 
provinces in India. The complaifance may be par- 
doned in Abul Fazel, writing under the eye of a de- 
fpotic prince, whom he dreaded, and whom he pro- 
bably brought himfelf to believe to be endowed with 
preternatural powers, fince he confidently afferts, that 
he was gifted with infpiration j but from what bias 
modem writers are led to afcribe every advantage to 
paft, and every evil to the prefent fyftem, and the 
prefent times it is not (o eafy to conjefture, as it is to 

prove 
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prove, that their reprefentations are altogether nu- 
founded in truth. The vaft, unwieldy, and expenfive 
machinery of the Mogul government is proved by 
the concurring teftimony of hiftory to have been very 
inefficient in promoting either the peace or profperi- 
ty of the people : bad, however, as it was, had the 
European fyftem immediately fucceeded it, the ad- 
Vantage to the country mud have been immenfe. 
Eftablifhed as the latter has been, upon the fcattered 
fragments of fociety, and the mere wreck of empire, 
it appears aftonifliing to contemplate fo fpeedy a re- 
novation as that which it has eflfeded ; and to behold 
a new fabric of human ajfociation rifing from the ruins 
of the old, of a more feemly and convenient ftrudure, 
^s well as of more durable materials. 



GENERAL SKETCH OF THE MAHRATTA GOVERNMENT. 



Cbunar^ 1798. 



Before I left Europe, I freely own that I entertaia- 
cd the fame erroneous notion regarding the influence 
of the Britifh government on the peace and fecurity 
of the natives of Afia, which were then prevalent 
in England. The idea of foreigners making fuch 
vaft and rapid conquefts in a diftant country, was in 
my mind clofely allied with much mifery, rapine and 
oppreflion, exercifed againfl: the unwarUke and paf*- 
five Hindoos. The forcible pofleffion of a country 
which by immemorial prefcription, the bcft of all 
rights, was their own ; with me I confefs militated 
againfl: the very firfl: principles of juftice. It was 
only by the irrefiftible evidence of a thoufand fafts, 
and daily obfervation that I have been forced to a- 
bandon thofe opinions which were cheriflied not mere- 
ly as virtuous, but a part of myfelf, I am fully coo. 

vinced 
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vinced that the conqueft of Afia by Europeans, haa 
not been a fevere difpenfation, but a grand and ufeful 
remedy for the innumerable evils which they fuffered. 

Upon your mind I have little hope of producing the 
fame conviftion : The Barbary dates however, Egypt 
and the whole Turkifli empire, have long remained in 
fuch a ftate of barbarous anarchy, that even an Eng- 
lifhman could believe they might be benefited by a con- 
queft. After what I have witneffed, I have no diffi* 
culty in admitting that the government of the moft un- 
principled nation in Europe, would produce a defira-* 
ble amelioration of its condition. 

The Mogul government at no period offered full 
fecurity to the prince, ftill lefs to bis v^iffals ; and to 
peafants the moft fcanty prote^Hon of all. It was a 
continued tiffue of violence and infurre^on, treach- 
ery and punifliment, under which neither commerce 
nor the arts could profper, nor agriculture affume 
the appearance of a fyftem : Its downfall gave rife to 
a ftate ftill more affliftive, fincc anarchy is worfe than 
mifrule. 1 he Mahommedan government, wretched as 
it was, the European nations have not the merit of 
overturning. It fell beneath the weight of its own 
corruption, and had already been fucceeded by the 
multifarious tyranny of petty chiefs, whofe right to 
govern confifted in their treafon to the ftate, and 
whofe exa6ticms on the peafants were as boundlefs as 
their avarice. The rents to government were, and 
where natives rule, ftill are levied twice a year, by .a 

mercilefs 
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Hia'cilefs banditti, under the femblance of an army, 
who wantonly deftroy or carry oflF whatever part 
of the produce may fatisfy their caprice, or fatiate 
their avidity, after having hunted ^he-ill fated peafants 
from the villages to the woods. Any attempt of the 
peafants to defend their perfons or property within 
the mud walls of their villages, only calls for the more 
fignal vengeance on thofe ufeful, but ill fated mortals. 
They arc then furrounded and attacked with mulket- 
ry and field-pieces till refiftance ceafes, when the fur- 
vivors are fold, and their habitations burnt and le- 
velled with the ground. Hence you will frequently 
meet with the ryuts gathering up the fcattered rem- 
nants of what had yefterday been their habitation, 
if fear has permitte4 them to return ; but oftener the 
ruins are feen fmoking, aftef a fecond vifitation of 
this kind ; without the appearance of a human being 
to interrupt the awful filence of defolation. 

This defcription does not apply to the Mahomme- 
dan chieftains alone ; it is equally applicable to the 
Rajahs in the diftrifts governed by Hindoos. Thefe 
two races of men, however diftind they continue in 
certain modes and obfervances, are very much affi- 
milated in barbarity, and in ignorance of the art of 
government : Their neighbourhood, occafions a per- 
petual intercourfe of war or contention, >^ich 
flrengthens every malevolent principle to a degree, in- 
compatible either with peace or improvement. This 
is the more to be regretted, as the Hindoos are regain- 
ing the fovereignty of their ancient poffeffions. At 

prefent 
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prefent the Mahratta people extend their fway ia one 
form or another, from the bay of Bengal, to the 
river Indus. The degraded Hindoo fovereign is re- 
inflated in the Myfore, fo that this antient people have 
recovered more than one half of India. Throughout 
the whole of this immenfe diftrid, agriculture is in a 
very imperfed (late, and in that ftate it muft continue 
from the opprellions of petty tyrants in their own dif. 
trids, or the external evils occafioned by the wars of 
contending chieftains. 

The following obfervations feleded from an ac-. 
count of this people by Willam H. Tone, command- 
er of a regiment in the fervice of the Pefliwah, are en- 
titled to be regarded as the mod jiuthentic that have 
yet been communicated on this fubjed. From a long 
refidence in the country, and a minute perfonal ob- 
fervation of their manners, this gentleman has en- 
joyed very fuperior advantages in elucidating t[ix& 
fubjed., 

** I know not under what precife head to arrange 
the form of the Mahratta government. It is not, 
ftridly fpeaking, a complete monarchy : they have no 
titled nobility; of confequence it does not come un- 
der the definition of an ariftocracy : the people have- 
no weight ; it is therefore no democracy. It would 
perhaps be bed defcribcd, by refembling it to the 
circles of Germany, as a military republic, compofeil 
of chiefs independent of each other ; acknowledging 
as their fupremf head, the Pelhwab, who is himfelf 

the 
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flie fuppofed minifter of the Sattarah Rajah. iTieir 
fubmiffion, however, is in many particulars merely 
nominal. The unfortunate defcendant of Sevajee, 
though lefs than a cypher, has fome occafional at* 
tentions paid to him. No Pcfli^ can be atppointed 
without receiving the kelat of inveftiture from hia 
hands. Whenever the Pelhwa takes the field in per- 
fon, he muft previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah. The country circifmjacent to Sat- 
tarah, enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all kinds ; and whenever any chief enters this di& 
trift, ail enfigns of royalty are laid afide ; and the 
nagara^ or great drum of the empire ceafes to beat. 
Thefe, I believe, are the only marks of attemion paid 
to the nominal head of this powerful government; in 
other particulars, he is a clofe prifoner on a very mo- 
derate allowance. The pfefent Rajah was fbme few 
years back, a private fiUadar, or commandant of 
horfe ; but being unfortunately of the blood of Seva- 
jee, on the demife df his predeceflbr, he was exalted 
from a ftate of happy obfcurrty, to the fplendid mi- 
fery of a throne and a prifon. 

Every thing refpeSin^ thi^ extraordinary people, 
becomes an objeft of curiofity, as they appear a kind 
of phenomenon in the world of oriental politics. 
Their principles of government exfcite our attention^ 
9S they difcover a mode of thinking and ading, total- 
ly differing from the regular fyftein of European! 
policy. The very local arrangements of empire afc^ 
pecuKar ji the territory of the different chiefs being 
% z blended 
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blended of Intcrfperfed wkh each other. Part of the 
Pefewa'8 doiiunions lie on the fea coaft^ and part oa 
the northward of Delhi. It is alfo eo uncommoi& 
thing for a pergunnah, fometimes a iingle town, to 
belong to two or three different chiefs : fome are ev^o 
the joint property of the Pelhwa and the Nksam. A 
difpofitiqn fo chequered, ftrikes me as hsmng a tea-^ 
dency to weaken the combiaed ftretigth of the whole ; 
but whether this be the efied of policy or accident, 
} confels I cannot determine. 

The Pe&wa, though the acknowledged bead of 
the empire, has but very little territory in his own 
hands : the Soubadarry of Amedabad, woifth sAxmt 
fi:?tty lacks a year, k the largeft diftrift be polfcfies. 
Some of the great per fonages of the Pbonah Sircar 
hold jagheers from the (late by right of office, which 
being independent of the Pefliwa, are very vsduaWe. 
That lately held by Parferam Bow, was worth thirty 
lucks annually. Ruftia Foncia, or as he is tenned the 
Tope Koonah WaHa, an officer correfponding to our 
mafter-general of ordinance, Firkia and many others, 
have very confiderable revenues ; but the mere land- 
ed income in the hands of ihePeihwa, is very trifling : 
His refources depend upon the contributions of the 
other members of the empire, which every thing in- 
cluded, do not exceed four crore of rupees a year. 

In the great durbar of Poonah, all the higher 

offices are hereditary. The Dewan""^ Furnavefe , 

Chitnavejk 
* MinlAcr. f Chancellor^ 
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Ciknavsfetf and even the commander in chief <ir 
holder of the jerry put § are all fituadons held by 
fkfcent ^ and fo mudi is this rule adhered to, that no * 
pcfhwa has ever prefumed to invade it. The cuftom, 
however, does not obtain in the inferior durbars. 

It is one peculiar feature of the Mahratta govern- 
ment^, that the empire always confiders itfelf as in a 
ftate of war. This circumftance entirely refults 
from the unfettled and fluduating ftate of the inter- 
nal government ; their recent acquiiitions in Hin- 
doflan are held only by the fword j and they are 
under the neceffity of compelling the payment of the 
Chout, always given with relufbance, or extorted by 
aftual force. But, independent of thefe motives, 
war is with them a fource of revenue ; as the diffe- 
rent chiefs of the empire make annual campaigns in 
the few diflrids which have not yet been brought to 
a ftate of fubjeftion, or aSual fervitude* Thefe mi- 
litary excurfions are termed Muluk-ghere, two Per- 
fian words, which fignify taking poffelTion of ter- 
ritory. 

This eternal warfare is the caufe of an enormous 
expence j to fupply which the Mahrattas have many 
modes of finance ; but the moft prevailing one is 
that of anticipating their revenues. It is unnecef-. 
fary to enlarge on the defeats of a fyflem fo ob- 

vioufly 

X Mftfler of requefit. { A fmall dandard made of gold cloth. 
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yfoufly pdhiiclous. Thefe mortgages upon the tem^ 
rkorial rerenae are negodated by wealthy SoocaiSy 
between whom and the minifter there always exifts 
a proper underftanding ; they are frequendy at a 
difcount of thirty or forty per cent, and then paui m 
the moft depreciated currency. This ruinous me« 
thod of raifing the fupplies, arifes from the unfettkd 
ftate of the coimtry, which induces government to 
prefer a certain fum in hand, though at anenonnoug 
ttfury, to the poifible receipt of a precarious re?e« 
nue at the ezpiradon of three or four years, to whicb 
extent they are frequently anticipated. In fuch di- 
firids as remain in the management of the Sircar^ 
the taxes are raife4 according to the u&ges of the 
higheft antiquity, and are generally very moderate* 
The duties on commcm commodities, on a gro(s efti- 
mate, never exceed five per cent, except on Ghee, 
which amount to fifty. The revenue refulting from 
the proprietary right to the foil, which is one half of 
the produce ; the Chout paid by the Nizam, and 
the plunder raifed by Moulukghere, form the grand 
pecuniary refources of the Mahratta empire. Thefe, 
though amounting to a vail fum, are far ihort of 
the current expences. The conquered country in 
Hindoftan, exhaufted -by continual depredations, is 
no longer capable to fumifh a fmgle rupee. The 
entire wealth of this once rich country, is buried in 
the private treiafuries of the Mahratta chiefs, and loft 
tp all the purpofes. of circulation. So great is the 
fcarcity of fpecie in the upper provinces, that for 
thefe two years palj, Scindia has been oJ)Hged to ex^ 

tort 
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imt money from the Poonah government for the 
payment of his vaft armies in Hindoflan. 

In the ditferent governments of the native powers, 
as in the moft defpotic ones, the prince unlefs he 
pofleffes great talents, is merely a cypher ; the De- 
wan, or minifter, has all authority in his hands. 
This office is univerfally boftowed on the perfon who 
gives thegreateft nuzzur, or more properly fpeaking^ 
can fumifh a fum to anfwer fome particular exigence 
of the ftate : for an inability to fupply money for 
current expences, is always fure to difplace a mini- 
Her. The prince having taken the bribe; often a- 
mounting to many lacks of rupees, the objefl: of the 
purchafer is to reimburfe himfelf. Here the great 
door to jCorruption is thrown open : every office is 
fet up to audion, and knocked down to the higheft 
bidder, without regarding any qualification but the 
price. Every fituation, Koinifdars, Killadars, and 
places, are difpofed of in public market. No check 
can be given to iconfequential peculation. He that 
ihould punifh the delinquent, has himfelf fet the ex- 
ample, and is equally implicated in his guilt. The 
very man that has bought his office 19 not certain of 
holding it a year : this confidcration gives additional 
keennefs to his avarice, till it gets whetted to the 
higheft degree, and he extorts from the unfortunate 
Ryut the produd of his labour, without compunc- 
tion. Thus he plunders without mercy the very 
fubjed it is his duty to proteft. If this tyrant be re- 
moved, the f vil is by no means removed with him ; 

for 
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for hk fucccflbr, if he baf% hh office^ Oaad on 
other terms will he get it\ will moft cenaiiily be 
equally rapacious and unprincipled. 

It if from caofei of this kind, that the balk of the 
people are almoft withom prc^ierty. Few under ^ 
llahratta govemmem have any opportosity of ao 
fairing wealth, except th# powerful ftrafamios, who 
bold offices ia the Durbar^ Their avarice is infa. 
lild)lc; and if ever the madnefe of accumolatioa 
was marked with the higheft degree of folly, it is m 
the prefent iaftance : for although the Brahmin may 
be permitted to go on even for years in every prac* 
tice of extortion, his wealth at UA exdtes the atten- 
tion of the prince, when he is obliged to diigorge, 
and is p^tiiaps ordered to a Kelia for life. If he 
happens to die vrhik in office, his property is gene, 
rally fequeftrated by the Sircar. In this cafe his £&• 
ttiiiy is provided for either by a penfion, or other* 
wife ; and the cuftom of plunder, which is called 
Goonoger^ •, forms one very confiderable part of 
the contingent revenue. 

Upon the whole, I believe, there is not upon re- 
cord an example of any government fo little calcu- 
lated to give protection to the fubj^ft, as the fluc- 
tuating and unfteady fyftem of the Mahrattas : an 
adminiftration formed of rapacity, corruption, and 

infta- 

♦ Gobi pound epithet, fignifying crime peniiUy\ 
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iftftabilhy, affords but little hope df domeflic happi- 
lads, or jnjbUc fecuritjr^ Ta this grand fource may 
be afcribed the accumulated mifery of the people ; 
oppreffion, poverty, and famine, which laft appears 
the appropriated curfe of this country. When we 
refled on the great fertility of Hindoftan in general, 
it is amazing to coniider the frequency of this dread- 
ful vifitatioo. It is evidently not owing to any fleri- 
Hty in the foil or climate, fince there are many fea- 
fons that yield two or three crops'; the evil muft be 
traced to fome political caufe ; and it requires but 
little penetration to difcovcr it in the avarice and cx^ 
tortion of the various govaiiments. In a country 
fiich as this, where revolutions are fo common, the 
great %)ttr to induftry, that of fecurity, is taken a-, 
way : the Ryut, who cukivates his ground this year, 
is by no m^Bfis fure of pofieffing it the next : if he 
fliould, it is highly probable that under a govern- 
ment that holds its fway only by the fword, fome 
large detachment may be quartered in his neigh- 
bourhood : no greater blow can be given to induf« 
try ; for a Mahratta army is more indefatigaMy de- 
(Irudive than myriads of locufts. The property of 
friends and enemies falls equally a prey to their un- 
diftinguifhing depredations. Hence no man raifes 
more grain than is barely fufficient for himfelf ; and 
the produce of the year is juft equivalent to its con- 
fumption. The confcquence is, as there are no pub- 
lie granaries^ that the firft unfavourable feafon pro- 
duces a famine : the inhabitants abandon their fields, 
and either fly to the coafl, or to fome other place, 

where 



368 IttDXAN RECRBATIONS. 

where the fiimine has jn^irailed left. This new ac- 
ceffion of people produces a £imme there alfo, and 
the evil becomes umverfaL 

It is at this period, that th^ traveller behcrfds the 
l^eateft of all human miferies ; humger, nakednefs^ 
and difeafei jg»dr^ath» wjiichJn this cafe is the extreme 
pf mercf • .,nHe Xeesrthe fl!reet8:ftrewed with carcafes j 
the highij^ays with fkeletons ; and every countenance 
proclaiming mifery, wretchednefs^ and delpair. It 
is owing to the frequency of this dreadful calamity^ 
that the Ma}ir9Jttas are total (trailers to charity, and 
poflefs an infenfibility of heart, to which other na* 
tbns .are^ Grangers. The feelings become ftaeled 
with a repetition, of diftrels, efpedally in a people 
whole ruling pafiion is avarice. A Mahratta wiH 
fee his own brother exfHre before him with the moft 
phlegmatic compofure. Perhaps the man who has 
beheld his whole family die around him, without cx-^ 
ciiing one fentiment of compaffion in his fellow- 
beings, will, when the evil again r^urs, find his heart 
hardened ag!ain(t mankind from a recolleftion of 
their barbarity, rather than foftened to pity by a 
knowledge of their dtftrefs. Such is the effeft of fa- 
mine upon morals ; but I believe it has never pro- 
duced one infurredion againft the government, 
which, for the m6ft part, occafions it. The Hindoo 
4as but few paffions ;- he confiders misfortune as h1^ 
fetej smd he^^fubpiits without a ftruggle^ * '.. 
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It 'h aifo owing to famine,' aiktlte fconcdmitant 
depopttlattidn®, 4bat^ome parts of India: ^re fo thinly 
ibhabitedJ ' 1; bfelieve-it* may -be fiifely affertcd, that 
throQgl^' the Whole country (Bengal and B^har ex- 
cepted) onie acre in fifty is not cultivated*; and the 
quantity pf tilled land will airways beat a proportion 
to the number of people to be maintained by it. It 
18 ikf uncommon tircumftance for large cities, in th^ 
time to£ filmine^ ta lofe three fourths of their inhaU^ 
iants; and the country fu£fers in' th^^ fame degrees 
Frequently whole dift rifts are fwept away, and for 
years remain a jungle, notwitbftandirig the climate 
18^ fo favourable to population. Upon Ae whol€^ 
t)etween the indolence of the people, and the rapacity 
of the government, femine appears to be theprimfe 
curfe of this coumryj yet, itfcrediMe as it may 
feem, no provifions are ever macje agfeitift it ; bttt 
that the &plt is not in nature, or the n^itives, may be 
<een by turning to Bengal, which,. enjoying a^morb 
fteady adminiftration, has not fuflered faitaine, l^i^ 
lieve, fince that which happened in 1^70^ or ^77 s 
twenty-fix years ago j although every other part of 
India has beei^ frequently vifited by it fince that pe- 
riodf 

SacH is the comparative ftate of the Britifh pro« 
vmces, and the reft of India, drawn by a difintereft* 
ed fpeftacor, and I have often had occafion to wit« * 
nefs its accuracy and truth. Upoh^ what principle 
then does the Abbe Reynal, and after him other ig- 
norant declaimers, give out that the Englifh have 
A a a robbed 
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robbed the nadve$ of thdr pofleffioni , and diftr^leci 
them by their crpekies ? The Britiih territories arc, 
in truth, the only part of the country which they 
peaceably poiTcIs ; the only afylum where they, at 
this hour, enjoy in any comp^ent 4egree either pro? 
te^tion, plenty, or comfort. Among a people fQ 
Ipng sccuflomed to anarchy or mifrple, it woul4 be 
too laiiguiiiLe to expcd that habit$ of induftry pr fub? 
xniifion to order can be fpeedily eftabliih^d ; yet that; 
the extenfion of European dominion over this vaft 
country, above delcribed. has proved a great bleifing, 
is a, trutn as incontrovertible as any in the fcience of 
morals. It has already bv^en brought to the teft of 
experi^ice ; and fo far as it has yet extended, th^ 
truth has obtained ali the evidence of demonftra^on« 
When, therefore, you hear of inftaiices of mifcon^ 
dud in our copntryqien, and there perhaps have been 
fome, they do not overturn the general principle; 
for afluredly a fyftem in fome refpedb bad, may be a 
great improvement on another which has alway^^ 
^eai eifentially a^d radically worfe. 
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OF THE DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 



Near Patna^ Nov. 1799. 

The fecurity of fo vaft 1 territory as the Britifh em^ 
{>ire in India, mud be regarded as a momentous 
concern, whether you view the fubjeft in regard to 
external defence, or internal proteftion. The oiofl 
populous nation in Europe could not perhaps fupply 
the continual drain of inhabitants which an army a- 
dequate to this purpofe mud neceflarily require. An 
hundred thoufand troops could not prove fufficient ; 
and reckoning the life of a foldier in India at the 
average of ten years, this would annually withdraw 
ten thoufand of the moft ufeful and enterprifing part 
of the community, after it had already fupplied the 
unavoidable wafte of a numerous military eftablifh- 
ment at home. Could fuch a number of h mds be 
afforded for the fupply of one branch of the fervice, 

it 
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h would induce a debility at home, or a depopnta^ 
tion which no foreign dominion could copipeniate. 
It was perhaps the oycrftrained exertions of the Por- 
tugueze and Spanifli nations, co-operating with a 
more than ordinary corruption of manners, that has 
lowered the power and confequence of thefc king« 
doms in the fcale of Europe, to a degree i^^ch Ha 
acquifition of wealth can retrieve. 

Happily for Great Britain, the defence of thU 
country does not neceffarily require fuch a propor- 
tion of its inhabitants. The natives are themfelves 
excellent foldiers while under th^ difcipline and 
command of European officers : they are not only 
expert in their exercife, but diftinguiflied by a cool 
and fteady bravery which, vfould, do hojiour to any 
troops. The . revenue of the country will always be 
adeqiiate to -defray the charge of a (ufficient numbei: 
of n?it;ive troops, if managed with.^any eccMiomy ; and 
the fubprdipation which they have ever fhewn, is a 
full . fecu,rity for their fidelity. 1 he army has on 
every oc<:afxQn been fubmiffive to its commanders ;. 
the indiyidyj^s of which it. is compofed have facrificed 
to diifcipline more of their prejudices, thaa can be 
found in any other inftance. Brahmins, and perfons 
of the higher cafts, are commanded by their inferiors 
\n rank without a murmur upon aQ;ual duty. Many 
inftances may perhaps be produced in which they 
have be^n deprived of part of their fmall allowacu 
ces, by tb^ ni^an artifices of their fuperiorsjj but I 

believe 
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|>e!ie¥e there is hardly a fingl^ example of dkdi maki* 
log a common caufe to revenge their wrpng. 

On a late occafion, a corps of mtive infantry^ 
upon a miftaken interpretation of their inclinatioiaf 
was ordered to be embarked as marines, a fervica 
npt included in the terms of their covenant with the 
Company, and diredly contrary to the prejudices of 
the greater part of the Hindoos. They refufed to 
comply* force was employed ; they refilled it as fur 
as they were able ; but were forced to fubmit* Tht&* 
traniadion, while it difplays their tenacity to their 
principles, and the terms of their agreement, {hew$ 
alfo their implicit fubmiflion, where we have a right 
to their fervices. I his refraftory corps was attacked 
by another of their own countrymen, and foon re^f 
duced to fubmif&on, by their fteady behaviour under 
the diredion of European officers. 

This tranfaftion, however much it may refled 
upon the equity of our conduft, affords the fiilleft 
evidence of the want of a general fpirit of refiftance 
to Europeans. If our condud be guided in any 
roeafure by juftice or humanity, we can have nothing 
to apprehend from a general combination of a native 
army. 

There is probably ft ill lefs to dread from a gene<» 
fal confederacy of the independent princes of the 
country againit us« Their mutual jealoufies and 
^mofities will for ever d^f^^^ fH<^h & Icheme. The 

advantage 
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tdvantage here is all upon our part ; for during d 
late war with Tippoo a more liumerous combination 
was formed by us againft that prince, than' the mo- 
Aftrchs of India could eVer bring tb co operate for 
the aflertiSn of their common independence* The 
armies of India refemble thofe undifciplined bandi 
which the feudal princes of Europe formerly colleft- 
cd around them. They are cbmpofed of the depen- 
dents of the great lords of court ; are retained by 
them and meet or dilband at their pleafure, rathei* 
than by the orders of the prince. A combination of 
thefe chiefs may prove formidable to their own fo- 
vereign, but nevef tt) a foreign power* 

A fej!)oy arthy rtuft then prove the chief defence 
of our poffeffions ; neither its number nor expencd 
tzn ptoVe a btirden to the inhabitants at large: their 
pay is fuperior to the wages of common labour, and 
more punftually paid ; numbers are. therefore willing 
to cnlift, ior a hmited number of years, during which 
the frugal native is often enalled to accumulate whaf, 
to hitn, is an independent fortune. 

It is frdm this dircumftance that they fo frequent-* 
ly alk leave to retife from the fervice ; a thing more 
injurious to the fervice in appearance, than in reality.' 
Iheir independent and eafy circumftances, attrafts 
dthers to fupply their place 5 wh le there is little to 
be apprehended from thtir engaging in the army of 
any h >lHie power. A native foldier, after a few 
months difuie, becomes as completely ignorant of 

his 
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|djr duty, aa if he had never Itarnt jf. ^ Thereducf 
^on of a body oj^ men to mere mechanical updonsi 
in which the excellence of difcipline has been fupj 
ppfed to confift, is, th? worl^of Aature hcrfelf upojj 
the natives of India. Deprive ?|iem of \h^ o^^&f^ 
who may be regarded as the a£ting fpring, and they 
are unable to execute any movement however fimple ; 
difcontinue their exercife for a fhort time, and they 
will refume it with a confcioufnefs pf their own in- 
capacity ; every trial is ineflFe^ual till again they are 
wound up anew by the labour of frefli inftruftion. 
The natives are therefore incapable of carrying Eu- 
ropean difcipline into a foreign army ; as often as tha 
country powers have attempted this, they have pro^ 
cured officers frppx that fervice to introduce it. 

Native troops are alfo preferable frpm the fmall 
expence of their eftablifhment. A battalion of a 
thoufand men, exclufivc of the pay of officers, may 
be kept iip at a fmaller charge than fome individual 
fervants coft the Company. Our dominion in In* 
dia, therefore, will probably prove coeval with our 
economy and public virtue : fhould profufion fo far 
increafe, that a few favourites ihall engrofs and difli* 
pate the means of fupporting our power, it muft 
fall like an edifice that has been undermined in ii^ 
foundation. 

From the infubordination or revolt of its native 
armies, Britain has nothing to fear^ from their 

incapacity 
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bcapadty to repel hoftiTe attacks, it has'pmbabl|' 
iBll left It is to the diffduce and corrupt habht 
of its fervants ; or to tbe treachery of its huropean 
troops, that it muft look for tbe gradual decay^ 
or the fudden overthrow of it$ power ia Inoia. 



Of 
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Calcutta^ Dec. 1799* 

The whole- of the Hon. Company's civil and mili- 
tary fervants holding appointments, by the mod ac- 
curate lifts publiflied, do not amount on this efta- 
blifliment to more thah two thoufand. This muft 
certainly appear a fmall number of perfons to engrofs 
with their falaries fo large a fum as that which con- 
ftitutes the eftablifhed charge of this Prefidency. 

j» 

The for greater part of the fervants of the Com- 
pany however enjoy only moderate appointments; 
whether you regard the facrifice made to attain them, 
or the duty required in their faithful execution. The 
man who removes fo far from his native land, and 
breaks off every tie whether of affeftion or of blood, 
certainly merits feme compenfation for the pofitive 
comforts and advantages which lie thus forep^oes. 
B b b When 
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When to this you add the dangers incurred from tfer 
climate, which even in its moft favourable operation 
foon debilitates the conftitution, and certainly ihor- 
tens the period of life ; it may readily be admitted 
that the enterprifing fpirit of the Company's fervants 
is not extravagantly rewarded. 

That a fubaltem in the army, or a junior civil 
fbrvant, after having incurred the expence of a long 
voyage, and a genteel education, fhould receive a 
competent fubfiftence, for here it is no more, is cer-* 
tainly what he is entitled to in any part of chc worlds 
But from this frugality and decorum in the payment 
of the Company's lervants, there have crept in many 
wide deviations. 

You will in fome inftances 6nd a (ingle individual 
and his family in the receipt of an annual falary aU 
moft fufficient to defray the ordinary charge of a fe- 
poy battalion. Whether this be profufion, partialis 
ty, or a generous retribution of fervices, all muft al- 
low that it encroaches feverely upon that revenue, by 
which the empire in this part of the world muft be 
defended. But withdrawing the means of defence is 
by no means the only effeft of this unequal diftribu- 
tion of the revenue ; it tends in various ways to en. 
creafe its danger. 

Splendid fortunes fuddenly accumulate4f hold 
up a dazzling but falfe picture of the riches of out 
India poffeffions. The attention not only of the 

country 
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country powers, but of every nation in Europe, h 
turned towards them with a jealous avidity. If any 
circumftance more powerfully than another can pro- 
voke invafion, it is this pernicious difplay of ima- 
ginary, becaufe individual wealtlu 

Excessive affluence in the hands of a few is im- 
mediately deftrudive to every branch of the ^ervice. 
Irregular living, gaming, and prof ulion, are the im- 
mediate confequences to all in the vicinity of one dif- 
fipated civil lervant of the Company, Young of- 
ficers and writers are tempted to partake in all the 
. indulgences of luxury : they engage in play, con- 
tract debt on exorbitant' intereft, and ruin approiachts 
with irrefiftible rapidity. Hence, while the exccf- 
five opulence of indivduals holds \^p a bait to the 
enemies of the country, it, debilitates and renders un- 
fervicestble that body of men who are eptrufted with 
^s defence. 

It is in this circumftance that a refleftihg mind 
would probably trace the decline of the Britilh power 
in India. Extravagant fortunes, accumulated in the 
Eaft, are carried home to be diflipated in all the 
taftelefs profiifion of new- gotten wealth. -Manners 
become corrupted at home; new adventurers more 
diffolute than the former arrive, who inftead of 
checking, improve upon the vices of thtir predecef- 
fors. The army becomes diffolute and neceffitous ; 
a ftate in which it has ever proved lels formidable tb 
jts enemies than its ^employers. 

The 
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The proper guidance, and vlrtuons adniinHba- 
tion of a government fo expenHve as that of India j 
and the upright didributicn of its revenue, proves zn 
effort too great for the energy and virtue of any in- 
yidual. In fuch a (late of manners, effeminacy, cor- 
ruption, debts, and treafon, have gradually arifen, 
and have in the courfe of a|^es diffolved the ccmx^ec* 
tion of every European nation audits Afiatic pro? 
vinces^ whofe hiftory has ever yet been recorded- 

Perhaps there is no certain grounds upon vfW^ch 
you cai^ claim an exemption to the Britilh erapir^ 
from the common cataflroph^ of nations* It is how- 
ever comfortable to obferve, that its government ii| 
India has hitherto continued to improve; both in 
the fecurity and proteftion yielded to its native fub- 
jefts, and in the equity of its condu£k to the neigh- 
bouring powers. In the infancy ot our power there 
4vas no regular controul over its operations. Ihe 
atnbition of a commander, or the exigencies of the 
treafury, were fometjmes fufEcient 'motives to at- 
tack an independent and unoffending Neighbour : 
and what is ftill more pernicious and dilgraceful^ 
the ingenuity of his avs^rice might difcover treafon in 
a province, merely to afford a pretence for its dqare-* 
dation. > . ; . . ... ^ ....... . 

In proportion as Indian politics have become tet- 
ter known in Britain, remedies have been regularly 
provided for thefe evils His prefent Majefty, to 
Whofe care providence has con^mitted the prot^dUoi^ '^ 
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•of a larger portion of Afi^tic fubjefts, than ever fell 
vnder \\ie dQinioipii of any European monarch, en- 
joys j^lft) \,\iQ pecviH^r felicity of feeing them better 
governed. For with all its imperfeftions the Brjtilh 
government in India has operated with a more fyfte- 
/natical ^r^cl cpriftant effeft to the fecurity of the na- 
jtives, than th^t of ^ny ot^er power that has ever ap. 
^uir^4 dominiqp \xi A.fi^. 

. FaqM th^ difFerei^t checks arifing from its cpiiflU 
ti*ent par|s, w^ h^ye not now to apprehend violent 
fix unprovpj^ed att^c^$ agai^{|: it$ neighbours,, nor , 
the dppre4atipij pf it§ provipcp.es by unprincipled 
_copimani(lei:S|. Ther^ 13 more imminent danger from 
a weakj^ inefEcient ^dminiftrgitiQ^, ijn^ble to overawe 
the difaffedice^j check the diflip^t^d, or to iqtimidate 
the corrupt. 1 he tendency of future times will per- 
jiaps lead tp a gov^rnnjent of e^cpenfjv^ job^s and ex- 
pedieptj for the proyifioji pf relations ?iiid favourites. 
In an ag^ npr rem^t^kable for ?he ft^rpn^fs or inflexi- 
iiliiy pf its yirtAie^ ix will be difficult tp find an indi^ 
yidual of integrity and firmnefs to refift the fplicita- 
.tion$^ of favojurite§ j zu^ to do |uftice to the cli^ims of 
m^it or of fervice. Farther accumulations of of- 
fices an^ emoluments may yet be heaped upon i?i4i^ 
yiduals and their friends ; and thofe feeds of degene- 
racy already begun to difclofe, may ripen into th« 
futl maturity of depravity ; a ftale clpfply bordering 
uppn difgrace and ruin. The revenue, infttad of 
;being employed to encrCafe the inveftments, or to 
augment the military fore?, may be fquandcred a- 
^ way 
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way in empty parade, or laviflied in the creftion of 
phantaftic buildings uuder the pretext of magnifi- 
cence ; but in reality to gratify the vanity of a weak, 
and unprincipled governon 

In a quarter of the world fo remote as India, Great> 
^Britain has perhaps more to fear from the difloyalty 
of its arn>y, than from its diffipation. The diflaat 
pofllfiions of the Romafis were more frequently loft 
by the revolt of their legions, than by their inability 
to defend thtm againft foreign enemies. Britain it- 
felt proclaimed one of its ^,ommanding officers empe^ 
ror ; and was for a while loft to the ftate. The le- 
gions in Germany frequently mutinied ; thofe eH'- 
trufted with the defence of the Afiatic provinces 
were often guiltjr of the greateft exceffes !• 

All thefe misfortunes feemed the unavoidable 
confequences of a diflblute army entrnfted to an un« 
principled commander. 1 he fupreme executive 
power was never for a moment entrufted to other 
Jiands than the fenate or the emperors. They had 
no officers fixed for life in particular provinces, which 
the executive power had not an acknowledged right 
to recal, and order upon whatever fervice ihe gene* 
ral exigencies of the ftate might require. When this 
is the cafe, the officers gradually lofe their attayh^ 
pient to the parent ftate j all their interefts centre ia 

the 

• 

f Vid^ Tacit. HIft«pai5mf ' 



the particular diftrift to which they are attached, and 
thefe they may confider as diredly oppofite to that 
of the empire at large. A body of officers whofe at* 
tachments to their native country muft be weaken- 
ed in proportion to the time they have' left it, and 
to the diftance of their profpeft of returning, will un- 
avoidably be influenced by an efprit du corps dange- 
rous to the ftate. The fituation of all is fimilar j 
their interefls are fuppofed to be the fame ; and it is 
impoffible, while they leel uncontroulable power in 
their poffeffion, that they fhould not exert it for 
their individual intereft, rather than for that of their 
country. 

In fuch a fituation, it is in vain to imagine that you 
can attach them to their country by conferring rank 
and emolument. 1 he beft paid troops in every 
country have ever become the ip.oft diflblute and un- 
principled ; and a privileged corps with fuperior pay, 
muft in the end prove as dangerous as the pretorian 
bands of Rome, or the janiflaries of Conftantinople. 
If they are conftituted without your authority, and 
are guided by a diflferent power, you in reality ac- 
knowledge their independence. Their numbers, and 
their diftance, render controul difficult, or impoffible. 
They will foon feel this, and arrange not only their 
own fervice, but the government of their province 
agreeably to their own ideas that is, their own pe- 
cuniary intereft. In the form of humble advice, 
petition or remonftrance,- or in whatever language 
they may choofe to veil their conduft, it will always 

prove 



^ovc to their country the diftatfes of att army from 
trhom it mufl receive the law. 

If oxir troops therefore in India continue io afl! 
with the moderation and difintereftednefs of dutifiil 
fnbjeft^ for a ferieS ages, they will overcome a teiiip- 
tatiort which has always proved irrefiftible to the reft 
of minkind ; and exhibit to the world an example of 
Virtue, of which its hiftory has not yet recorded any 
well attefted eiample. 

The fudden acquifition of Inch an extent of do- 
minion as the Britifli have obtained in Afia, has pro- 
duced a fituation, for which its government had not 
fiiflicient experience to enable it at once to frame a- 
dequate regulations. Farther experiments in main- 
taining power over diftant territories will communi- 
cat6 more knowledge, and fuggeft other expedients 
more fuitable to this purpofe than a local, perrflanent, 
and independent army. It is probably owing to 
their diffidence of each other, or of the'unenterprif- 
ing charaSef of our feapoys, that the empire has. not 
already fuftained irreparable lofs, or been torn afun- 
der by fuch a dangerous machine. 

Into thefe general ftridures on the ftate of India^ 
no allufion ehher to the praife or cenfure of any indi- 
vidual alt prefent acting upon the fcene, has been ad- 
mitted. A particular detail of the charafter and ac- 
tions of thofe men who have conduced its affairs, 
fcannot be done with impartiaUty till fome ages after 

the 
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^hc individuals have retired. The perfon who would 
veliture info the dangerous precinQs of our recent 
biography, would probably fqon have equal reafon 
with the poet to exclaim, 

' ♦^ Ineedo ^uper ignes 
'' Suppositos cinere doloso.*^ 

In the records of the Portugueze we may per* 
haps read our own fate ; or at leaft may behold a 
pidure of their manners, which at fome future pe- 
nod may prove too exad a refemblance to our own. 
It is thus delineated by the Abbe Raynal, a writer 
who, however loofe and inaccurate in detailing fome 
particular faSis and cuftoms, had ample means of 
becoming acquainted with the great outlines of the 
Portugueze condud in Afia. 

*^ In a ihort time they preferved no more humani- 
ty, or good faith with each other, than with the na- 
tives. Almoft all the (lates, where they had the 
ppmmand, were divided into fadUons, 

«* There prevailed every where in their manners 
a mixture of avarice, debauchery, cruelty, and de- 
yotion. They had moll of them feven or eight con- 
cubines, whom they kept to work with the utmoft 
rigour, and forced from them the money they gain- 
ed by their labour. Such treatment of women was 
very repuguant to the fpirit of chivalry. 

C c c ** Th« 
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•* Thz chiefs, and prifi^ipjal offioers^ retained » " 
nuiltimde of thofe frngiag and dancing \Kcooien, with 
which India abounds. ESemio^cy um^od^ced itielf 
into their houfes and armies* The ofi^cers marched 
to meet the enemy in palanquins* That brilliant 
courage which Jiad fi^bdued f9 many nations, ex- 
ifted no longer ^«noag them* The Portuguese were 
with difficulty brought to fight, except where there 
was a profpcfl of plunder. In a ihort tiiqethe King 
of Portugal x\b longer receired the; trit^ute, rwbich 
Was paid him by three- hundred and f^fty ^era 
princes. This money \f^ loft in its way fr9m them 
to him. Such corruptions prevfdled hi the iit^anp^t 
that the tribute^ of fovfjreigns, the revenue of the pro- 
vinces, which oifght to hf^y^ jbe^n iavn^fe, thf 
taxes levied in gold and fily^, sind ipic^s, on the 
inhabitants of the continue and ^nds. Were not 
fufficient to keep up a few citadels, and to fit out the 
fhipping that was ne^^flary for the jMrptfSion of 
trade/' . . / . 
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